MAJOR FREDERICK WASHINGTON LAWSON

3rd Tunnelling Company

Born at Launceston, Tasmania 12 June 1869, Frederick Washington Lawson was the son of John Alfred and Catherine Mary (nee Harber) Lawson.  He married Christina Vernon in 1893 at Burwood, a Sydney suburb in New South Wales.

The couple’s first child, Catherine Vernon Lawson was born in 1894, followed by Alexander Vernon in 1896; Frederick Vernon in 1899 and Ronald Vernon in 1905.  Frederick Vernon died in 1902 and it is believed that another daughter, Eunicia Vernon was born in 1911.
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The couple moved to Western Australia and Frederick joined the public service in 1909, being appointed to the Metropolitan Water Board in 1913.
Frederick Washington completed an Application for a Commission in the A.I.F. Field Engineers on 31 December 1915.  On the same day he submitted his Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad.

At that time he had not had previous Military service, however he occupied the position of Chief Engineer for the metropolitan Area in the Water Supply Sewerage And Drainage Department of West Australia, a position which afforded him wide opportunities not only of handling in civil life the type of men who were to become his sappers but also of controlling a large technical staff of the class of men from whom his officers were recruited.


Frederick was 45 years 7 months of age. He was 5ft 6in tall, weighed 137lbs and had normal vision. He listed his 'Trade or Calling' as a Civil Engineer having learned his trade in the Public Works Depot, New South Wales. He was a Member of the Institute of Civil Engineers; a Member of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers and a Member of the Royal Sanitary Institute of England, and was a member of Kings Park Rifle Club in Perth.
Married with 4 children, he named as his Next of Kin his wife, Christina Lawson of "The Resevoir", Kings Park, Perth, Western Australia, and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.

He was appointed an Officer in the Australian Imperial Force on 31 December 1915, the same day he had enlisted, and his promotion to Captain in the newly formed Mining Corps was recommended on 3 February 1916.

On February 28th 1916 Capt. F. W. Lawson, then attending the Engineers Officers School of Instruction at Sydney, was instructed from Headquarters to proceed to Perth and recruit No.6 Company entirely in West Australia.  Incidentally it may be recorded that a unique distinction was thus placed on West Australia in that although she had already supplied the greatest share of one of the earlier Companies (No.3) she was now being asked to supply a whole Company while the other Companies (Nos.4 & 5) were to be divided amongst the remaining States.

Proceeding overland to Melbourne Capt. Lawson joined HMAT Ulysses which was still taking further cargo in that port; and sailed for the West on March 1st.  Joined with him at that time were 2/Lieuts. H.P. Wallman, V.C. Bennett, D. Wentworth, and J.W. Allen, while Lieutenant A.J. Hillman, who was afterwards to become second in command, was also on board the Ulysses with No.3 Company.

Arriving in West Australia on 7 March 1916 Capt. Lawson & his four officers commenced recruiting at once.  Classes were formed for the instruction not only of N.C.Os. but also of officers, as it was recognised that time was too valuable to admit of sending candidates for commissions to the Engineer’s School at Sydney.  
Abundant recruits of a good type were forthcoming and the aim kept in view was to build up the Company of thoroughly typical W.A. Miners, skilled at their calling and of sound physique.  Camp was soon established at Blackboy Hill where indeed also were temporarily established the first three companies, when an accident to the Ulysses had forced to disembark.  The young company paraded daily with the sister companies at Blackboy Hill throughout the greater part of March.

It can be reasonably assumed that Captain Lawson was the senior member of the 6th Tunnelling Company which was in training at Blackboy Hill, Perth in late 1915, early 1916. After farewelling 52 members of the Company who had joined the Australian Mining Corps on board HMAT A38 Ulysses when it docked at Fremantle, Captain Lawson led a parade of the 6th Tunnelling Company through the streets of Perth before the unit embarked at Fremantle on 1 June 1916 on board Warilda.
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The 7713-ton transport Warilda had departed Sydney, New South Wales on May 22, 1916 with the 370 members of No.4 Tunnelling Company recruited in Queensland and New South Wales, and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No.5 Tunnelling Company comprising 285 Officers and men recruited from Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. 

 The ship departed Melbourne on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, South Australia where a further 87 members of No.5 Company joined those already on board.  Docking at Fremantle, Western Australia on June 1, 1916, No.6 Tunnelling Company of 15 Officers and 357 Other Ranks embarked before Warilda departed for the European theatre the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  
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Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where a number of soldiers went ‘Absent Without Leave’, causing some concern.  

The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  The men of Nos.4, 5 & 6 Tunnelling Companies entrained for Tidworth to begin training for the Western Front.

In his Diary, Hughie Dodd [4209 Sgt Edward Gilmore Dodd - AEMMBC] recorded: 


"June 20 1916

On Captain Lawson going to men's mess table was counted out. It has come to our knowledge Officers (if you can call them such), who censor our letters, laugh and make jokes of any terms of endearment in them. Sighted light house of Cape Town at 4 am."


The Warilda had voyaged via Durban, Cape Town and St Vincent before the 1,117 members of the unit disembarked at Plymouth on 8th July 1916.
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On 8 August 1916 Frederick was transferred to the 3rd London General Hospital, although for what ailment is not known. 

With the majority of Tunneller reinforcements from Warilda, he proceeded overseas to France on 28 August 1916 and on 30 August he marched in to the 2nd A.D.B.D. On 25 September 1916 he was transferred to 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, Headquarters, supernumerary to establishment (attached for instruction), from 6th Australian Tunnelling Company.


On 13 October 1916 he reported to the Special Works Park, Royal Engineers, at the ‘Chicory Factory’, Bethune for instruction, presumably in camouflage techniques which was their forte.  Frederick was temporarily attached to 173rd Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers on 27 October and on 12 November he was posted for duty, supernumerary to establishment, to the 2nd Australian Divisional Engineers.


On 24 February 1917 he was attached to Headquarters, 12th Field Company, Australian Engineers and on 21 March he was promoted to Major and absorbed into the 2nd Australian Divisional Engineers, seconded for Special Duty with the Chief Engineer, 1st Anzac Corps, France.
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On 22nd September 1917 Major Frederick Washington Lawson, 5th Fld Coy attached Headquarters 1st Anzac Corps, was recommended for the Distinguished Service Order by the C.E. 1st Anzac Corps:


The 'D.S.O.' entry on the recommendation was later amended to 'Mention'.

On 2 October 1917, Major Frederick Washington Lawson, 5th Field Company, Australian Engineers attached 1st Anzac Headquarters, was recommended for the Distinguished Service Order by the C.E. 1st Anzac Corps:
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On 31 May 1918 he was attached the Australian Corps Headquarters, France, for duty.  On 20 July 1918 at Bertangles, France, in was photographed in a group portrait of Lieutenant General Sir John Monash KCB VD, and Staff Officers at Australian Corps Headquarters. (AWM Image ID: E02766)

From 17 to 31 August 1918 he was in the U.K. on leave.  Frederick was granted leave with pay and subsistence from 16 January to 25 January 1919 to inspect Water Supply and Sewerage Works in the United Kingdom.

The award of a 'Mention in Despatches' appeared in the London Gazette of 28 December 1917 and the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette on 18 April 1918.  

The award of a 'Distinguished Service Order' appeared in the London Gazette of 1 January 1918 and the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette on 18 April 1918.
He departed London on 14 February 1919 on board H.T. Ascanius as Officer in Charge of Troops and disembarked in the 5th Military District 17 March 1919.  

On 20 May 1919 Frederick wrote to the Authorities seeking information on his 'kit', which he had been unable to bring with him from France, due to his being appointed O.C. Troops on the Ascanius. It was believed by the Authorities that his 'kit' was probably be on the Bulla voyage of 25th March.

The Appointment of Frederick Washington Lawson as an Officer in the Australian Imperial Force was terminated on 10 June 1919.  He was entitled to wear the Distinguished Service Order, the British War Medal (11173) and the Victory Medal (11044) with MiD Oakleaf.

His Mention in Despatches Certificate was received by Frederick in May 1920.

In 1924 Frederick married Frances Amelia Third in Sydney, NSW.  Frances was born on 17 December 1897 in Queensland, the daughter of George Noble Third & Matilda Pym.

Frederick Washington Lawson took his own life on 17 November 1924.



A Coroner’s Inquest held on 26 November concluded that: “Deceased came to his death at Freshwater Bay on November 17 from a gun-shot wound in the head self-inflicted.”
Evidence given at the Inquest recorded that he was particularly distressed by articles appearing in the Sunday Times over several weeks questioning his involvement with the Mundaring Weir project.  An article appearing in the Sunday Times on 16 November had claimed that he ‘was never a graduate and holds no degrees in Engineering”.
He left two hand written notes – one concerning his car and one identifying his executor and the location of his will.


Frederick Washington Lawson was buried at Karrakatta Cemetery, in the Presbyterian area; section EA; grave 0370.
He is commemorated on the University of Western Australia Honour Roll.

The men who had served under Major Lawson contributed to a granite monument for his grave that was unveiled by the Minster for Works, Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage, Alexander McCallum in November 1925.


His widow, Frances Amelia, married Clarence Charles Gray Collins in Queensland in May 1928.

Christina Lawson died on 28 April 1942 aged 75 years. 

His son also served in WW1:

ALEXANDER VERNON LAWSON

2500 – 16th Infantry Battalion / 4 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps

Alexander was born at Burwood, New South Wales in 1896, the son of Frederick Washington and Christina Lawson.

He completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ in Perth, Western Australia on 1 May 1915.  At the time he was still serving with 30th Signals Company, Australian Engineers, in the Citizens Forces.  Following a medical examination which found him to be ‘fit for active service’, he signed the Attestation Paper, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 10 May and was appointed to the 7th Reinforcements of the 16th Battalion on 16 June 1915.  

Alex was 19 years and 2 months of age and a Civil Servant by occupation.  He was 5ft 9½ tall, weighed 139 lbs, had a dark complexion, grey eyes and black hair.  He nominated his father as his Next-of-Kin.

He embarked at Fremantle on HMAT A51 Chilkai on 18 June 1915 with the rank of Corporal and on 2 August he arrived on the Gallipoli Penisula, reverting to Private rank.

Alex was treated at the 4th Field Ambulance, ANZAC, for granulated eyelids on 28 August and suffered a gunshot wound to the arm on 29 August and was admitted to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  He was discharged from 1st Australian Stationary Hospital on 5 September and returned to his unit on 20 September.

On 29 November he was evacuated from Gallipoli on Hospital Ship Gloucester Castle as ‘slightly sick’ and admitted to St George’s Hospital, Malta, suffering with dysentery and general debility.  It was not until 29 January 1916 that he was transferred to All Saints Convalescent Camp.  
22 February 1916 Transferred to Convalescent Camp at Fort Chambray on Malta and on 6 March was apparently transferred back to All Saints Convalescent Camp.  
On 15 March discharged to duty and embarked at Malta for Egypt on the Transport Ivonau, having been deemed fit for active service, rejoining his Battalion on 7 April.

On 6 August he was wounded in action for the 2nd occasion and treated at the 44th Casualty Clearing Station suffering with a severe gunshot wound to the upper extremities, before being moved to the 4th General Hospital at Camiers on 8 August.  
He was transferred to England on 14 August on board Hospital Ship Deippe and admitted to 1st Eastern General Hospital, Cambridge.  On 8 December he was transferred to 1st Auxiliary Hospital. 
He marched in to No.2 Command Depot, Weymouth on 12 March 1917.  On 21 April he marched in to No.3 Command Depot, Hurdcott and on 27 April marched out to the Australian Flying Corps Details, Perham Downs.

On 15 June Alex was attached as a cadet to the 29th Training Squadron, Australian Flying Corps from 16th Battalion and on 6 July he marched out to AIF Headquarters, joining No.2 Flying School at Oxford on 9 July.  Having graduated as a pilot, he was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the AIF and posted to the Australian Flying Corps on 26 September.  On 5 November he marched in to 71st Squadron AFC at Castle Bromwich from 73rd Training Squadron, Royal Flying Corps and on 15 December 1917 Alex proceeded overseas to France by air.


He was promoted to Lieutenant on 26 December 1917.  On 6 February 1918 he reported sick and was admitted to 24th General Hospital at Etaples.  He embarked for England on 14 February with debility and was admitted to Central RFC Hospital, Hampstead.  Discharged to duty on 6 March 1918, Alex marched in to No.4 Squadron, AFC Wendover on 22 March.  
On 13 May 1918 Alex was taken on strength of 8 Training Squadron, AFC Leighterton from AFC Depot Wendover, and on 19 May marched out to 1st Australian Wing, Tetbury.  Alex was admitted to the 2nd Stationary Hospital at Abbeville on 16 November for an unknown reason.

Following the Armistice, he was granted Non-military Employment leave, with pay and subsistence, from 24 April to 24 October 1919, to study engineering with Messrs Commercial Cars Ltd., Luton.  He was then granted leave from 25 October to 10 November prior to repatriation.

Alex left London on 22 November 1919 on board Aeneas, acting as Commanding Officer for the Troops on board, and disembarking in Fremantle on 1 January 1920.  His appointment in the AIF was terminated on 2 March 1920.

Flight Lieutenant A.V. Lawson was entitled to wear the 1914/15 Star, British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  He married Nita E. Black in 1929 in Perth.

He died on 20 July 1969 aged 73 years.  His ashes are at Karrakatta Cemetery Crematorium Rose Garden 14A-0113. 
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Sunday Times Perth, WA - Sunday 6 April 1913:


ILLNESS OF MR. F. W. LAWSON


The many friends of Mr. F. W. Lawson, metropolitan engineer for water and sewerage, will regret to learn of that gentleman's somewhat serious indisposition.  He has been an inmate of a private hospital for some little time, and yesterday his medical advisers performed an operation upon him with, it is said, satisfactory results.  He was last evening reported to be progressing satisfactorily.








Sunday Times - Perth, WA - Sunday 6 June, 1915:


A PRETTY LITTLE FIZZLE


Engineer and Under-secretary


We were lying low on the weather bow, but the dailies got in ahead and announced that Mr. F. W. Lawson, engineer for the Metropolitan Water Supply, etc, had been suspended.  That is quite true.  It involves a pretty little story of departmental friction which contains a whole series of morals.  But let us explain.


Mr. Lawson is the engineer, yet for some unholy reason he is subordinate to a non-professional under-secretary, who bosses the water supply, metropolitan and goldfields, in a most anomalous manner. 


Recently he wrote a minute or memo, or note to the engineer, intimating that HE was going to appoint an assistant engineer.  Now the engineer did not want an assistant, had nothing for him to do, and saw no reason why the public should have to pay for an unnecessary official.  So he wrote back, saying he wouldn't accept an assistant.  Then the rubber stamp autocrat penned a stunner.  He wrote:-"You are suspended for disobedience," or words to that ridiculous effect.  Not for insubordination - just disobedience.


Next he appointed an acting engineer to take charge, pending the usual inquiry, and selected a junior over the heads of several seniors.  Does his Minister allow him to play these peculiar pranks?  We should have thought that the gentleman's proper course was to report to the Minister and get instructions from him.  The trouble has been brewing for some time, and the opportunity should be seized of urging that the metropolitan water supply and sewerage should be placed under an elected board.  The citizens pay, and they should have a say.








The West Australian, Perth - April 4, 1916:


PRESENTATION OF A SIDE DRUM


  On behalf of the members of the King’s Park Rifle Club, Mr Sinclair J. McGibbon captain of that body, yesterday presented the No 6 Tunnelling Company of the Australian Miners’ Corps with a side-drum.  Captain Lawson, who was in charge of the company, was formerly an enthusiastic member of the club.  The presentation took place at Ascot, Mr McGibbon being accompanied by other officers of the club.  One of the Chaplains dedicated the club’s gift, of which Captain Lawson and the company expressed their warm appreciation.





The West Australian, Perth - Thursday May 25, 1916:


MISCELLANEOUS


Yesterday afternoon Mr R.G. Ardagh, M.L.C presented a flag (blue and gold) to the No 6 Tunnelling Miners Company who are located at Belmont camp.  Mr Ardagh explained that the flag had been made by his sister, Mrs Birch.  In looking over the company he noticed many whom he had associated within other walks of life on the goldfields, and felt sure that they would serve their country well and faithfully.  Captain Lawson (officer in charge of the company), in responding, said that they were going to the front as practical miners as well as soldiers, and no doubt they would acquit themselves creditably.  The “No 6”, would treasure the flag, and he hoped that when they returned they would have their present with them.





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less that that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.





After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The West Australian, Perth - Friday May 26, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE ON TUESDAY NEXT


   On Tuesday morning next members of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, and of the N.C.O. School, Claremont, will parade through the principal streets of the city.  Altogether about five hundred men will participate in the parade, and they will be headed by the Blackboy Hill Band, leaving James-street at 10.30 am.  From James-street, the men will turn into Beaufort-street, march along Barrack-street to Hay-street, thence to Victoria-avenue, St George’s-terrace, William-street, and Wellington-street to the Central railway Station.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School, Claremont, marching through the city





Capt. F.W. Lawson leading No.6 Tunnelling Company – photo courtesy John Lawson





The West Australian, Perth - Friday June 2, 1916:


SOCIAL NOTES


(By Adrienne)


  A delightful evening was spent in the Bayswater Hall on Monday last, the occasion being a return farewell dance, given by Captain Lawson, officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the No 6 Tunnelling camp.  Captain, Mrs and Miss Lawson were the host and hostesses of the evening, and Mrs Burch was the guest of honour.  The hall was tastefully decorated with flags and the whole tunnelling company was present, as well as members of other battalions.  Noticeable amongst those in khaki was Captain Blythe, of the 16th Battalion, who has returned after doing his bit.  During the evening a gold medal was presented to Sapper Gorey, of No 4 Section, as the best shot of the company, for which he returned thanks.  An autograph album containing the signatures of the whole company, and an enlarged photograph of the battalion, was presented to Mrs Burch by Captain Lawson, as some slight token of her kindness to the members of the battalion—most of whom belong to the goldfields.  Captain Ogilvie responded on behalf of Mrs Burch (her brother, Mr R.H. Ardagh, M.L.C. being away).  Mrs Lawson and Mrs Ogilvie were the recipients of handsome autograph cushions.  Souvenir badges with the colours (royal blue and gold) were worn by the ladies present.  Not the least enjoyable part of the evening were the songs rendered by Misses Lawson and Batey and Sapper Bateman, and the dances of Misses Kerr and O’Loughlin.  The dance music was in the capable hands of Mrs Power who was ably assisted by Sapper Hanbury. 


A dainty supper was partaken of, and the enjoyment was concluded in the early hours of the morning by the singing of “Auld Land Syne.”  The secretary, Lieutenant Logie, is to be congratulated on the excellence of the arrangements. 











6th Tunnelling Company – Training in England:





The new quarters in Perham Downs, Salisbury Plains were excellently appointed but in spite of this measles broke out in a neighbouring unit and spread to this Company causing a certain proportion to be quarantined from August 7th onwards.


No rifles and few tools being available at Perham Downs very little technical training was carried out.  The sojourn in England however allowed the men to become physically fit after the long sea voyage and to become acclimatised to far more rigorous weather than that to which they were accustomed.  They also had ample opportunities of seeing and hearing trench mortars at work both by night and by day, and acquiring familiarity there with.


General leave was granted in England on two occasions firstly for thirtysix hours on August 2nd and again for 4 days on August 21st.





“During the 20th September 1917 between Zillebeke and Ballewaarde Lake, from early morning till late night Major F.W. Lawson, with a section of the 133rd A.T. Company RE, under Captain Hugh Rhodes, M.C., R.E. worked unremittingly in repairing the pipe line he had previously laid to the front.


The line was again and again cut by shell fire, but owing to the personal example of Major Lawson the repairs were quickly effected and the water supply for the front line troops was kept going. He was under continual and heavy shell fire, and displayed a fine example of indifference to danger and determination to carry out his work regardless of self.


This Officer was struck by a shell splinter but fortunately was not seriously hurt."








Western Mail, Perth, WA Friday 12 April 1918:





Brigadier General De Lotbiniere, writing to Mrs. Lawson, says: “I must tell you how pleased I am at your husband getting his splendidly earned D.S.O.  I had the good fortune and pleasure of working with him for the last year and although you know what a splendid fellow he is, I must tell you he has displayed the greatest gallantry and courage all through these terrible battles east of Ypres.  He was determined to supply water to the front line troops, and regardless of the rain of Hun shells, he put it there and kept the supply going.  I have never had greater pleasure in recommending a man for an honour than in your husband’s case.”  





Major Frederick Washington Lawson was Mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig's Despatch of 7 November 1917 for distinguished and gallant services and devotion to duty in the field, also for service with the 5th Field Company Engineers, during the period 26 February to midnight 20 and 21 September 1917. 





"Major Lawson A.E. has been in charge of Corps Water Supplies during the period that the 1st Anzacs have held the present front. On our taking over this area no water supply existed east of Zillebeke, owing to the impossibility of keeping the water mains in operation due to the heavy artillery fire. Major Lawson however did the impossible, and by the 20th September (1st Battle of Menin Road) he had carried his water mains to Ballewaarde Lake and supplied the Advance troops. Major Lawson personally superintended the repairs during the 1st, 2nd and 3rd battles and has continually advanced his mains. He has set an example of devotion to duty and fearlessness which has kept his detachments at work under the severest conditions."�





1922 Who’s Who in Engineering:





LAWSON, Frederick Washington, D.S.O., Major Australian Engrs., M.Inst.C.E., M.Inst. M.E., V.-Pres. Inst.Eng. Australia, Principal Engr., Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage, Perth, W.A., since 1914; b. 1869; s. of John Lawson, J.P. Ed. Public Schs., Victoria. Training: P.W.D., New South Wales. Career: Design and Construction, Service Reservoirs, Artesian Bores, Pumping Plant for Water Supply; Septic Tanks, Filters for Sewerage Schemes for Perth and Fremantle, etc.; Water Supply Officer, Australian Corps in France; from 1916 to end of War. D.S.O.; mentioned in Dispatches late War.  Papers, Australian Inst. Engrs. (W. Australian Branch). Clubs: Naval and Military, Masonic. Address: "The Reservoir," King's Park, Perth, W.A. 


T. N.: 4556.








Western Argus - Kalgoorlie, WA - Tuesday 18 July, 1922:





EMPLOYMENT FOR SOLDIERS Perth, July 11. A number of suggestions with regard to the employmnent of partially incapacitated soldiers were submitted recently to the acting Premier, and after investigation the Cabinet decided to appoint a small committee, comprrising three members of the service, to confer with the various departments, to see what could be done in the matter.  The Cabinet appointed Major F.W. Lawson D.S.O., engineer for the Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage, Major H.S.W. Parker, D.S.O., Crown Prcosecutor, and Major J. Dale, O.B.E., medical officer of health, to the committee.








The West Australian, Perth – Saturday 18 December 1920:


UNHAPPY MARRIAGES


DIVORCE PETITIONS GRANTED


Lawson v. Lawson


Frederick Washington Lawson was the respondent to a petition for dissolution of marriage which was brought forward by his wife, Christina Lawson on the ground of adultery.  Petitioner, who was represented by Mr. M. Crawcour, told his Honour in the course of her evidence that she was married to respondent in New South Wales 28 years ago.  There were five children one of whom was now deceased.  During their residence in New South Wales respondent was unfaithful to her, but she condoned his offence and in 1908 they removed to Western Australia, living together happily until 1915 when respondent again misconducted himself.  On that occasion petitioner did not forgive him but they continued, at his request to live together.  Respondent embarked on active service in 1916 and was away until April of last year.  Early in October last respondent left the house for several days without mentioning where he was going.  Acting on information which had been furnished to her by her daughter witness accused him on his return with having stayed with a girl at Kalamunda and he admitted that this was true.  Respondent remarked that he thought more of the girl than he did of petitioner and that he would please himself and she (petitioner) could do as she liked.  Petitioner afterwards left the house in King's Park where they had been living together and during November she received from respondent a letter in which he admitted that he had misconducted himself during his absence on active service.  He said in the letter that he "made no profession of having been faithful to her," and suggested the advisability of their living apart.


Further evidence was given to the effect that respondent, on being served with the divorce petition, admitted that the allegations contained in the document were true.


A decree nisi returnable in six months was granted with costs against the respondent.








Western Mail, Perth, WA - Thursday 20 November 1924:


MR. F. W. LAWSON DEAD


SUPPOSED SUICIDE.


In distressing circumstances, the body of Mr. Frederick Washington Lawson, Engineer for Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage, was found on Monday afternoon in the river near the Old Men's Home, Claremont.  The body was floating in a few inches of Water.  There was a bullet wound in the centre of the forehead and on the river bank were lying a revolver and holster and some cartridges.


It was stated that night that the deceased had been depressed in demeanour for several weeks past. On. Sunday night he retired early with his wife in their flat at Bay View Mansions, Claremont. When Mrs. Lawson awoke on Monday moraimg her husband was missing, but she found two notes, shakily written, concerning the executor to his will, and instructions regarding his motor car.


Alarmed, she communicated with his office but was informed that he had not been in.  The sad news was not learned until early evening.








The Daily News, Perth – Tuesday 18 November 1924:


FUNERALS


LAWSON.— The Friends of the late FREDERICK WASHINGTON LAWSON, M.I.C.E., and M.I.M.E., Engineer of Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage, and of Bay View Mansions, Claremont, beloved husband of Frances Amelia Lawson, are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Presbyterian Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave the Private Mortuary of Messrs. C. H. Smith and Co., 281 Newcastle-street, Perth, at 2.45 o'clock TO-MORROW (Wednesday) AFTERNOON, per road.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 3.30 p.m. train leaving Perth.  


C. H. SMITH and CO., Undertakers, 281 Newcastle-street, Perth.  Telephone A1231.





The West Australian, Perth – Wednesday 19 November 1924:


FUNERAL NOTICES


LAWSON. - The Friends of the late Frederick Washington Lawson, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E., Engineer for Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage, of Bay View Mansions, Claremont, beloved husband of Frances Amelia Lawson, are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Presbyterian Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave Messrs. C. H. Smith and Co's Private Mortuary, 281 Newcastle street, Perth, at 2.45 o'clock THIS (Wednesday) AFTERNOON, per road.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 3.30 p.m. train, leaving Perth.


C. H. SMITH' and CO \ Undertakers, 281 Newcastle-street, Perth. Tel. A1231.


ST. GEORGE'S LODGE, No. 6 W.A.C.





LAWSON. — Members of the above Lodge, and the Craft in general are respectfully invited to follow the remains of our late Worshipful Brother, Frederick Washington Lawson, to the place of interment, the Presbyterian Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Funeral is appointed to leave the Private Mortuary of Messrs. C. H. Smith and Co., 281 Newcastle street, Perth, at 2.45 o'clock THIS (Wednesday) AFTERNOON, per road.  Those wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 3.30 pm train leaving Perth.


J. P. ANDERSON, W.M.


DUDLEY WARD, Secretary.








The West Australian, Perth – Wednesday 19 November 1924:


DEATHS


LAWSON. - On November 17, 1924, at Claremont, Western Australia, Frederick Washington Lawson, father of Alex, Lawson, Hamelin Pool, Ronald and Eric Lawson, 16 Clive-street. West Perth, and Mrs. P. C. Lindsay, 45 Tower-street, Leederville. 











Sunday Times (Perth) – Sunday 23 November 1924:








Mr. F.W. LAWSON, D.S.O., M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E.


Whose death occurred on Monday last.  He was Engineer for the Metropolitan Water Supply for several years.





Western Mail, Perth – Thursday 27 November 1924:


DEATHS


LAWSON.—On November 17, 1924, at Claremont, Western Australia, Frederick Washington Lawson, father of (Alex. Lawson, Hamelin Pool, Ronald and Eric Lawson, 16 Clive-street, West Perth, and Mrs. P. C. Lindsay, 45 Tower-street, Leederville.





LAWSON.—On Monday, November 17, 1924, at Claremont, Frederick Washington Lawson, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E., and D.S.O., Engineer, Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage, W.A. Government, and dearly beloved husband of Frances Amelia; aged 55 years.





Western Mail, Perth, WA - Tuesday 25 November 1924:


F. W. LAWSON DEAD METROPOLITAN WATER Perth. Nov.. 17. Early this evening the body of a man was found floating in the Swan River near the Old Men's Home.  When the body was brought ashore a bullet hole was found right in the centre of the forehead.  On the beach near by were a revolver holster, a revolver and cartridges. In the deceased’s clothing were found letters addressed to F. W. Lawson, of the P.W.D.  The body was taken to the morgue, where it was later identified as being that of F. W. Lawson, engineer-in-charge of the metropolitan water supply operations.  It is understood that the deceased had been greatly worried of late.  For some time past a select committee appointed by the Legislative Council to inquire into matters concerning the administration of the Metropolitan Water Supply Department has been taking evidence.  On Sunday night, it was said, Lawson, who had been only recently married, spent the evening with his wife at his father in-law's home.  When there it was stated he picked up a copy of a week-end paper and was obviously distressed on reading some of the comments regarding himself appearing thereon. Later in the evening he returned with his wife to their flat in Bay View Mansions, Claremont, and they went to bed.  When Mrs. Lawson woke up this morning she found her husband missing.  She went to his office but found that he had not been there.  She heard nothing further until the body was discovered in the river.  Lawson was 55 years of age, and joined the public service in July, 1909. He was appointed to the present position in 1913.








Institution of Mechanical Engineers 1925 Obituary:


 MAJOR FREDERICK WASHINGTON LAWSON, D.S.O., was born at Launceston, Tasmania, on 12th June 1869, and educated in Victoria.


He served his articles with Messrs. John Bundle and Co., engineers, Melbourne, and on completion he entered the service of the New South Wales Government as a draughtsman in the Lands Department, being transferred, four years later, in 1896, to the Public Works Department.


Subsequently, in 1901, he became engineering assistant in the Water Supply and Sewerage Department, this experience leading in following years to his being engaged on important pumping and sewerage schemes at Kalgoorlie and Perth, under the Government of Western Australia.


He was subsequently appointed to take independent control of the Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Works of the Perth and Fremantle districts, the responsibilities of which position involved a wide range of activities in mechanical engineering, as it included the control of pumping stations for water supply, the designing, erection and maintenance of low-level sewerage pumping stations, and the supervision of pipes, valves, and other details of equipment over a wide area.


During the War the subject of this notice served in the Australian forces as an officer in the Tunnelling Corps and afterwards as Engineer for Water Supply, etc., and at its conclusion had reached the rank of Major, with the decoration of D.S.O., in acknowledgement of services rendered.


Major Lawson died at Perth, Western Australia, on 18th November 1924, in his fifty-sixth year.


He was elected an Associate Member of this Institution in 1910 and was transferred to full Membership in 1914.





ERECTED TO THE MEMORY


OF


Major F.W. LAWSON


DSO. M.INST. : C.E.M.I.E.A.


A.I.F.


ENGINEER METROPOLITAN   W.S.S.&.D. 


DEPARTMENT, PERTH.


BORN June 12 1869 


DIED Nov 17 1924





ERECTED BY THE MEN WHO SERVED UNDER HIM





UNVEILED BY HON. ALEX McCALLUM  M.L.A.


MINISTER FOR W.S.S.&.D.


NOV 15 1925.





Photo of grave & headstone courtesy Bev Barry, grandaughter of Lt. Hugh Russel. 3ATC





Western Mail Perth, WA Friday 12 April 1918:


Flight Lieut. Alex Lawson


(son of Major F.W. Lawson.)


Private Lawson left with the 7th reinforcements of the 16th Battalion; he was wounded twice at Gallipoli in August 1915, and again at Pozieres in August 1916.  Leaving hospital he entered the R.F.C., winning his commission in September 1917.  He is now in France with the 4th Flying Squadron of the A.F.C. 








