CORPORAL WILLIAM LAURENCESON

3320 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Maryborough, Victoria was the birthplace of William Gifford Laurenceson about 1873 the son of James and Elizabeth (formerly Gifford) Laurenceson.  He had a sister Mary Margaret (born 1866) who married in 1886 to John Thomas Hawkins and a brother James (born 1871).  He moved to Queensland and was a miner working at Warwick, Qld.

On January 12, 1916 at forty-four years of age he enlisted for active service and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed which reveal his height of 170cms (5ft 7ins), weighed 62.2kgs (137lbs) with a chest expansion of between 84-90cms (33¼ins-35½ins).  His complexion was fair with blue eyes and grey hair.  Vision tested to good in his right eye and poor in his left eye.  Distinguishing marks were a small scar on his right eyebrow and four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin was his sister Mrs Mary M. Hawkins of Monaghan Street, Cobar, NSW.  The “Oath of Allegiance” was signed and taken the same day. 

At the Enoggera camp, Brisbane Private Laurenceson commenced basic training with the 11th Depot Battalion on January 14 until February 19, 1916 when he was transferred to the 36th Battalion for twelve days training with their unit.  Further training followed with the 3rd Reinforcements to the 42nd Battalion on February 22.

While training with the Reinforcements on March 11, 1916 he was disciplined for the following offence:


Brisbane:
Offence (1) Drunkenness 





  (2) Absent without Leave


Punishment:

  (1) Fined 10/- ($1) forfeit 1 days pay.





  (2) Fined 3/- Cab Fare and 7 days Confined to Barracks.

At the Miners’ Depot on March 16, 1916 in the rank of Sapper he was placed with recruits who formed part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.  A promotion to the rank of Acting Corporal was granted on April 1 and the regimental number 3320 was assigned to him.  
The company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections. At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   On May 16, 1916 he was promoted to Corporal.  The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarking and appeared in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
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The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

On August 29, 1916 the Reinforcements proceeded to France and arrived the next day at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot.  Corporal Laurenceson was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 30, 1916.

He went sick on January 31, 1917 to hospital and rejoined his unit on February 9, 1917.

Corporal Laurenceson was in Section 3 of the 1st Tunnelling Company who were detailed in the Larchwood area of Hill 60.  Early on April 7th, 1917 Corporal James Sneddon decided to return alone underground to the area known as “Hooks and Eyes” sap and he had almost reached his post when the enemy fired their mine, which shattered the already wobbly gallery and killed him.  Corporal Laurenceson was part of the Rescue Team working to retrieve Corporal Sneddon’s body.  Two days later on Easter Monday (April 9) the Germans had planned to raid this area.  Sapper Arthur Linde was also one of the Rescue Team wrote the following to his mother in Blackwater, Qld describing what happened:

Corporal Laurenceson volunteered to go and notify Headquarters of the attack and dire situation they were in.  Five of the rescuers were captured by the German raiders and after being Prisoners of War in Germany gave their statements to an Officer when they returned in December, 1918.  Sappers Hyland, McKay and Glover’s statements add to the situation.


None of these men were in a situation for them to see Corporal Laurenceson again therefore assumed the worst had happened to him.  The following day April 10 he was accidentally wounded during the course of his duty and after an investigation it was deemed purely of a trivial nature and he was not to blame.  

He suffered a gunshot wound to his left shoulder and was taken to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  On April 13 was conveyed on A.T.2 to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital in Boulogne but two days later was evacuated by the hospital ship St Andrew to England and admitted to the Morton County of London Hospital at Epsom on April 16, 1917.

His sister received a series of telegrams advising her of his condition:


Base Records advised his next-of-kin on July 31, 1917 that he was now convalescent and the postal address where to write to him. 

Discharged from the hospital on June 22 he was released on furlough until July 7, 1917 when he marched in from Headquarters in London to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Corporal Laurenceson returned to Australia on board the H.T. Demosthenes departing on July 27, 1917 for a change due to senility and gunshot wound to his left shoulder.  His sister was advised by Base Records of his impending return on August 22, 1917.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd Military District) on September 9, 1917 then travelled overland to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) 

Military Discharge as medically unfit due to senility and gunshot wound to his left shoulder was granted in Brisbane, (1st M.D.) on October 24, 1917.

From 1919 until 1925 he is recorded residing at Silverspur in the Texas district of Queensland working as a Labourer.

Corporal 3320 William Laurenceson, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (18119) and the Victory Medal (17688) for serving his country.

A Statement of his Service was sent to the Repatriation Department, Brisbane, Qld on September 9, 1930.

William Laurenceson passed away on February 6, 1932 aged about 59 years although he has been recorded aged 62 years.  Arrangements were published in the:
His unmarked grave is located in grave number 13 within Section 71 of Portion 10 of the Toowong Cemetery.
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Corporal W. Laurenceson is identified as circled





Town & Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916: 





“I had a terrible experience on Easter Monday.  The Germans bombarded our trenches for twelve hours.  They started early in the morning and did not cease until half-past five o’clock in the evening, when their raiding party came over.  The worst of it was that it came up behind us and had us like rats in a hole.  The Germans bombed us for about an hour and a-half.  


Then one of our chaps volunteered to go up and send up a distress signal, and after that the Germans did not last long.  I am sorry to say that the chap who sent up the signal lost his life.  As soon as the signal went up, our supports came up and soon made short work of the Huns.”            (Sapper 166 Arthur W. Linde)                           


 Letter Abridged.





“We were working in the “H & I” sap underground under a 13 hours’ bombardment by the Germans.  Corporal Sneddon, 1st Tunnelling Company, was buried at the face of the sap by the explosion of a shell.  We were from 4 to 6 ft from the surface of the ground and endeavoured to dig him out.  He had been there 3 to 4 days.  We did not find him.”  


“At 9 a.m. on 9.4.17 the face of the sap began to run and we were in danger of being buried ourselves, so thick was the barrage under which we were working.  The two men on the pump were unable to carry on and were in 2 or 3 feet of water.  Cpl LAWERINSON, 1st Tun Coy, went back to Headquarters to report our condition and find out what was to be done.  We did not see him again.  The Germans entered the sap and after using bombs captured us.”                         				Statements Abridged                                                                       
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REPORTED CORPORAL WILLIAM LAURENCESON ACCIDENTALLY WOUNDED WILL ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED
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CORPORAL WILLIAM LAURENCESON ADMITTED HOSPITAL SIXTEENTH APRIL GUNSHOT WOUND LEFT SHOULDER SEVERE


							BASE RECORDS


							      5/5/17





W.B. 3320/1 Tun Coy





									COBAR NSW	


									MRS M M HAWKINS


									MONAGHAN STREET


	WSM


	CORPORAL WILLIAM LAURENCESON PROGRESSING FAVOURABLY


								BASE RECORDS
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Brisbane Courier Monday February 8, 1932:


FUNERAL NOTICES


LAURENCESON—The Funeral of Mr William Laurenceson, late A.I.F., will move from the Funeral Parlour, Stanley-street, South Brisbane, This (Monday) Forenoon, at 11 o’clock, to the Toowong Cemetery.


FOLEY, CREMIN LTD, Undertakers,


Telephones J3701 and B9693








