
SAPPER JACK NOEL ABERCROMBIE GRACE 

4341 – 3rd Tunnelling Company 

 

Jack Noel/Nowell Abercrombie Grace was born in St Arnaud, 

Victoria on 7 April, 1893 the son of Sidney John and Agnes (nee 

Abercrombie) Grace.   

 

The family moved to Western Australia where his father was a 

teacher.  In 1916 Jack was listed as a teacher at 231 Lake Street, 

North Perth. 

 

At the recruiting depot in Perth on 28 February, 1916 the single 

laboratory assistant at the Technical School, Perth applied to enlist 

for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical 

examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was twenty-three 

years old, standing 169cms (5ft 6½ins) tall with a chest measurement 

of 92cms (36ins) and postal address was 231 Lake Street, Perth.  

Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer. 

 

Described further in Attestation forms weighing 52kgs (115lbs) with 

a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins) and a dark complexion 

with brown eyes and brown hair.  Religious faith was Church of 

England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Sidney Grace, 

School Master, State School, Mt Magnet, W.A.  He signed and took 

the ‘Enlistment Oath the same day. 

 

His name was among those volunteers acknowledged in the: 

 

 

Basic training commenced from March 15, 1916 with the 53rd Depot Battalion until 27 March when allotted 

to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth.  His rank was Sapper with the 

regimental number 4341. 

 

Meanwhile in Brisbane, Queensland recruits were training to form part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company 

embarking from there early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 

152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections. 

 

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) 

plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.    

 

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the 

No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections 

(8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements 

for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, 

S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.  

 

As the No. 6 Tunnelling Company’s departure neared their activities were reported in newspapers as 

follows: 

 

 

 

Daily News Monday February 28, 1916: 

FROM HEADQUARTERS – FIT FOR SERVICE 

 J.N.A. Grace 281 Lake Street, Perth        

           Article abridged 

4341 Jack Noel Abercrombie Grace 

Image courtesy of State Library of W.A. 

www.thesoldiersofbarrackstreet.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training 

The West Australian June 1, 1916: 

THE WESTERN MAIL 

The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:   

In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an 

illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers 

who have been appointed to command the men.  

The West Australian Wednesday May 31,  

THE TUNNELLING COMPANY 

PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS 

  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably 

less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-

clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty 

reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely 

bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence 

their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers 

answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have 

gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the 

bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, 

followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under 

Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the 

company. 

After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite 

Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. 

Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was 

via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment. 

Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School, 

Claremont, marching through the city. 



The Warilda docked at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 adding the No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited 

from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the 

same day.  

 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent 

completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports 

where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant 

weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 

1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at 

Perham Down’s camp. 

 

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust General Base Depot 

two days later.  On September 25 marched out to the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 30 

September, 1916. 

 

His name was on the Thank-you letter for the Comfort gifts received by members of the 3rd Tunnelling 

Company and reprinted in the: 

 

 

His service continued without incident until 26 April, 1917 when he went sick to the 7th Casualty Clearing 

Station with tonsillitis and returned to his unit on May 1. 

 

Sapper Grace been trained as a ‘listener’ through a course at the Listening School lasting about ten days 

where they learnt to distinguish other noises between any normal sounds created during mining operations.  

The listener would be on duty at any specified post underground for a fixed period, usually a six hour shift 

silently listening for sounds of underground mining by the enemy.  Detailed reports were provided of sounds 

heard to superiors on return to the surface.  So these sounds could be credited solely to the enemy all 

company work would cease while intensive listening could be carried out.  Listening posts were many and 

numbered to gauge from these positions the location of enemy mining activity which was accurately 

recorded on the Mine Plan. 

 

He is recorded as a ‘listener’ with No. 4 Section on 13 December, 1916 and 21 March, 1917 and also did 

training with the Proto-Mine Rescue Unit as well in January, 1917. 

 

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on 1 June, 1917 for serving twelve months abroad.  

 

He is noted in an audit of the Company as still serving on 26 April, 1918. 

 

Again was a recipient of a Comfort parcel and one of those that signed the letter of Thanks reprinted in the: 

 

Leave from France was granted from 13 to 29 September, 1918. 

 

Kalgoorlie Miner Monday November 13, 1916: 

COMFORTS FOR SOLDIERS - WOMEN’S CLUB THANKED 

Some months ago Mrs Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, sent a parcel, 11lb in weight and 

containing socks, mittens, handkerchiefs, chewing gum, soap, cheese, lollies, etc. to the No. 6 Tunnelling Co., and 

she has now received the following letter of thanks from Sergeant E.G. Dodd on behalf of the company: “It afford 

me great pleasure to write to tell you that your parcel was received by me, and distributed among the men of No. 6 

Tunnelling Company.  I don’t think that anything has been more appreciated, and as the company left the 

following day for the line, it gave them much pleasure to know they are still in the thoughts of their own 

townspeople.”  The following signatures were attached: J.N.A.Grace, 4341;    Article abridged 

Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918: 

Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following 

list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee— J. Grace,            Article abridged 



He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part 

of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby 

traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy. 

 

The following is the extract from the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on his Committee 

appointment:  

 
“22/12/18  Also the following Regimental Comforts Committee was appointed:- 

President Lieut K. Bryon Moore 

   Members Lieut R.J. Cavanagh 

     6668 Spr Brownhill, P.H. 

     3608 Spr Turner, S.L. 

     5788 Spr Muir, W.J. 

     4341 Spr Grace, J.N.A. 

and one sapper to be appointed from headquarters personnel.” 

 

Orders were received to return to the Aust. General Base Depot leaving on 22 February, 1919 and crossed 

the English Channel arriving the next day at the 1st Infantry Brigade Convalescent camp. 

 

After demobilisation Sapper Grace embarked for Australia from Devonport on the H.T. Kildonian Castle on 

21 March, 1919.  Base Records advised his father on 10 April, 1919 that he was returning home. 

 

The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 27 April, 1919. 

 

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 19 June, 1919 on termination of his period of 

enlistment. 

 

His Will was returned to the 5th Military District on 17 September, 1919. 

 

He was a member of the Chemical Society of W.A. and his exhibit was reported in the: 

 

 

He was residing at 6 Clifton Crescent, Perth and had returned to his position as assistant chemist in 1921. 

 

The British War Medal (11134) and the Victory Medal (11007) were issued to Sapper 4341 Jack Noel 

Abercrombie Grace, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country. 
 

In 1922 he married in Perth to Margaret E.J. Ives. 

 

A Public Service Board decision was reported in the: 
 

Daily News Wednesday November 10, 1920: 

CHEMICAL SOCIETY OF W.A. – VALUABLE RESEARCH WORK 

The Chemical Society of Western Australia held a conversazione at the University on Saturday, October 30.   

A collection of natural ochres, paints and pigments from various localities in this State, prepared in the Geological 

Survey Laboratory, was exhibited by Mr J.N.A. Grace.  This exhibit comprised some 150 color slides, each pair 

being of the same pigment, with oil, and as a calsomine, accompanied by a specimen tube of the natural pigment. 

Specimens of rock in each grade showed the character of rock from which pigments are obtained.  The effect was a 

bright array of over 200 different colours, and demonstrated well the great possibilities in our State for the 

production of a varied range of high grade pigments, ochres and paints.  With the collection was a set of slides of 

white pigments to illustrate the importance of refractive index of the pigment, and the oil or water with which it is 

mixed. 

The exhibition presented an instructive illustration of the value of chemical research in assisting industry, and 

regret was expressed at the absence and apparent lack of interest taken in the work of the chemist by more 

prominent citizens.         Article abridged 



 

His evidence as a witness was reported in the: 

 

 

In 1925 they were settled at 13 Rookwood Street, Maylands with his occupation of assistant chemist. 

 

Elected in 1926 as president of the Chemical Society of W.A. and published in the: 
 

Daily News November 7, 1923: 

PUBLIC SERVICE – BOARD’S DECISIONS 

J.N.A. Grace and A.E.M. Kildahl, Assistant Chemists, Government Chemical Laboratory (temporary), in receipt of 

18s 6d and 10s 2d per day, respectively; claim for payment at the rate of £336 per annum from July 1, 1920 and 

title of mineralogist and chemist.  Decided that they be paid at the rate of 20s per day from the dates of their 

appeals—May 25 and May 31, 1922, respectively.  Claim for altered titled failed. 

Daily News Tuesday January 29, 1924: 

NEARING THE END -THE LAKE EVA OIL CASE – CONSPIRACY CHARGE CONTINUES 

EVIDENCE OF ANALYSTS 

Dr Edward Sydney Simpson, Government Mineralogist and Analyst, said he remembered being handed some 

samples by Inspector R.C. Wilson on October 12, 1923.  The numbers of the samples were 2342, 2343 and 2344. 

They were handed to Mr J.N.A. Grace, an assistant chemist in the department, who subsequently made a report to 

witness.  The report (produced) showed the result of his analysis of the samples.  The analysis of sample 2342 

showed that it could not possibly be a natural mineral oil.  The other two samples were borings taken from a bore.  

In regard to them there was no trace whatever of mineral oil.  Some further samples were brought to witness early 

in November by Detective Sergeants O’Brien and Cameron.  The numbers of these samples were 2594, 2595 and 

2600.  They were given to Mr Grace for analysis, and were found to be all similar to each other, and to the original 

sample No. 2342 brought down by Mr Wilson, except that the original sample had a little soap in it.  The original 

sample contained axle grease, soap being one of the constituent parts of the many kinds of axle grease.  Also, the 

last samples contained some very light oil not present in Mr Wilson’s samples.  If Mr Wilson’s samples had been 

exposed to the air the light oil might have easily have evaporated. 

On January 14 witness accompanied Detective Sergeant O’Brien and Mr Grace to the police yard, and took 

samples from a 100-gallon tank, and two kerosene tins.  These were numbered respectively 92, 93, and 94.  They 

were found to be very similar to those submitted by Detective Sergeants O’Brien and Cameron.  It was quite 

consistent with the analysis that the first four samples from the bore emanated from the tank.  The samples were 

similar except as regards the soap in the first one.  

By Mr O’Dea: It was quite clear from the composition of the first sample that it was an artificial mixture.  Apart 

from the soap, the mixture was identical for all the samples. 

“I cannot account for the soap being in the first sample, either by reason of their being different mixtures in the 

tank, or by reason of axle grease getting into the bore hole.” 

Jack Nowell Abercrombie Grace said that on October 12 Dr Simpson gave him three samples for analysis, the 

numbers being2342, 2343 and 2344.  In 2343 and 2344, which were samples of boring, there was no trace of oil.  

No 2342 was a bottle containing water of the surface of which was a small quantity of oil.  This witness removed 

and examined.  It consisted of mineral oil mixed with soft yellow lumps of soap.  On November 2 he received 

samples Nos 2594, 2595 and on November 5 No. 2600.  These three consisted of a thick dark oil, all three having 

an odor like kerosene.  He produced the result of his analysis of the four samples—2343, 2594, 2595, and 2600.  

The four samples were very similar, each consisting of a heavy oil which became solid at about 60 degrees 

Fahrenheit, but was quite fluid at about 80 degrees Fahrenheit.   The main difference was the 2342 contained soap 

while others did not.  The soap was in small lumps, and was obviously an admixture.  On November 22 Dr 

Simpson have him four further samples, number 2566 to 2569, in which he could find no mineral oil whatever.  He 

visited the police yard on January 14 with Dr Simpson, and with Detective-Sergeant O’Brien, took three samples 

of oil, numbers 92 (taken from a 100-gallon tank), 93 and 94 (taken from two kerosene tins.  They mainly 

consisted of heavy, thick oil, with an odor like kerosene.  There was also an odor of benzene coming from the tank. 

Continuing, the witness said that except for the presence of soap in one sample, the samples were very similar. 
            Article abridged 

West Australian Saturday April 3, 1926: 

CHEMICAL SOCIETY OF W.A. – ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual general meeting of the chemical Society of Western Australia was held at the University last Monday 

night.  Office-bearers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: President, J.N.A. Grace.  
Article abridged 



The following was announced in the: 

 

 

He gave an address to the Chemical Society of W.A. with the meeting mentioned in the: 
 

 

Received a Diploma of Associateship of the Perth Technical College for Chemistry with results published in 

the: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His knowledge was used in practical testing as reported in the: 
 

 

The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base 

Records and forwarded on 15 January, 1952.  

West Australian Wednesday August 25, 1926: 

BIRTHS 

GRACE, (nee Margaret Ives).—On August 28, at Harvey Hospital to Mr and Mrs J.N.A. Grave—a daughter. Both 

well.  No visitors for seven days. 

West Australian Wednesday March 30, 1927: 

CHEMICAL SOCIETY OF WESTEN AUSTRALIA 

At the annual general meeting of the Chemical Society of Western Australia, at the University, Irwin-street, on 

Monday night Mr J.N.A. Grace took as the subject of his presidential address “The Use of British Chemical 

Standard Analysed Materials and Other Aspects of Mineral Analysis.’ 

Office-bearers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: past president Mr J.N.A. Grace; 
          Article abridged 

Kalgoorlie Miner Friday December 10, 1948: 

GEIGER-MULLER COUNTER GIVEN PRACTICAL TEST 

Mr J.N.A. Grace, who on Wednesday demonstrated the Geiger-Muller counter at the School of Mines, yesterday 

used the machine on samples of ore brought in by two prospectors to determine whether or not the specimens were 

radio-active.  The result in both cases was negative. 

West Australian Thursday June 12, 1930: 

PERTH TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

Diplomas and Prizes.  Diplomas of Associateship of the Perth Technical College will be conferred this evening by 

the Minister for Education (Mr N. Keenan, K.C) on the following:   Chemistry: J.N.A Grace; 

In addition to the diplomas, prizes to the value of £60 will be awarded.    Article abridged 

West Australian November 18, 1944: 

 Government Supervising Chemist  

(Mr J.N.A. Grace) (right) 

He was demonstrating at the new 

Government Facility in Adelaide 

Terrace, Perth when it opened in 

November, 1944. 



Jack Nowell Abercrombie Grace, late of Mt Lawley, passed away aged 81 years on 12 July, 1974.  

Cremation took place at Karrakatta Crematorium and his ashes were scattered to the winds at Karrakatta 

cemetery. 
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