STAFF SERGEANT HUGH GIBLETT

7211 – MINING CORPS REINFORCEMENTS

Born at Warwick, Queensland on 4 August 1873, Hugh Giblett was the son of Hugh and Mary Elizabeth (nee Allen) Giblett.  His father died on 8 September 1883.
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He was buried in the Church of England Section 1, grave 1079 in the Warwick General Cemetery.

His mother died on 1 June 1885 and was buried with her husband.
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Hugh had spent considerable time since 1890 in the tropical areas of the Northern Territory and Guinea, presumably plying his trades.  

The 1903/1905 Electoral Roll records Hugh Giblet living at Ebagoolah, Queensland working as a Miner.  Newspaper articles indicate he was an auditor and did work for the Hospital Committee in 1904.  He was also a cricketer, apparently captaining a local team around that time.  In 1908 he is living at Pascoe River, Coen, Queensland working as a Miner.  The 1913 Electoral Roll records Hugh Giblet living at Lloyd’s Island, Coen, Queensland working as a Miner.
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Hugh Giblett enlisted in Normanton, Queensland on 14 September 1916.  Stating he was born at Gympie, Queensland and recording his age as 43 years 1 month, Hugh referred to himself as a ‘Trader’.  A medical examination at Normanton the same day recorded that he was 5 feet 10¼ inches tall and weighed 166 pounds. He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and grey hair and was of the Presbyterian faith.  Distinguishing marks included a spear mark on his left buttock and 1st joint of thumb missing.
He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on the same day at Normanton.
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Hugh nominated his sister, Mrs Marion Campbell of Warwick, Queensland, as his Next of Kin.  Research identified Marion (Mary Ann) as his cousin on his mothers’ side.  It appears the whereabouts his only living brother, Albert Giblett, were unknown to Hugh.
On 29 December 1916 the Camp Commandant, Enoggera received a cable from A.I.F. Headquarters, 1st Military District:


‘Recruit Hugh Giblett is being sent to Camp today under Escort.  Giblett enlisted in Septemeber last when the extent of leave was one month; he reported today and stated he wished to visit his sister at Warwick and did not intend going to Camp.  As this statement may be given effect to he is being sent to Camp as stated above in view of the fact some expense has been entailed in bringing him from Normanton where he enlisted.  The matter of leave to be decided by the Camp Commandant.’

Training began at 11th Depot Battalion on 29 December 1916.
His photo appeared in the North Queensland Register newspaper on 28th May 1917 in a patriotic setting with his friend and fellow sapper, Arthur ‘Bert’ Francis.  The caption states that both had been North Queensland identities for 20 years. 

On 4 March 1917 he was appointed to the Mining Corps, Engineers Camp in Queensland.  He was transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at the training camp at Seymour, Victoria.
[image: image5.jpg]COMMEMORATING CARPENTARIA'S
SOLDIERS FROM THE GULF
ANZAC ROLL OF HONOUR
COMPLETED 2017
THIS PROJECT IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED.
BY THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT

i 255 vt





On 20 May 1917 he was appointed to the Tunnelling Coys and was promoted to Acting Corporal on 16 June.  
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He was promoted to Acting Sergeant on 1 July 1917 and embarked at Melbourne on 4th August 1917 with the Tunnelling Companies March 1917 Reinforcements on board Themistocles. 
The troopship HMAT A32 Themistocles with 167 Tunneller Reinforcements sailed from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship reached the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during an unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions was endured.  
The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine day voyage.  The troops were entrained to Tidworth, England.
One of the Tunnellers, 7427 Spr William James McPeak, died of acute transverse myalitis on 14 August and was buried at sea.  He was one of 4 soldiers to die on this voyage. 
Suffering headaches, joint and muscular pains generally attributed to the climate by Medical Board of December 1917 Hugh was found to be temporarily unfit for general service for six months, but fit for home service.  
On 11 December he was reduced to the rank of Sapper and transferred to the 9th Battalion.  
Hugh was posted to Headquarters AIF Units UK at Tidworth UK from 18 April 1918 and remained in England until a Medical Board of 6th August 1918 deemed Hugh to be permanently unfit due to his malarial history, and noted that he looked older than his stated age.

He was transferred to A.I.F. Depot Headquarters on 31 October 1918 and promoted to Corporal.  
On 1 November he was promoted to Acting Sergeant and then to Temporary Staff Sergeant on 10 March 1919. 

Although his records are unclear on the matter, it appears Hugh was granted extended furlough in England after the Armistice. 
Hugh married 24-year-old Mary Leslie Lawton Vince of Pimlico, S.W. at Andover, Southampton on 3 April 1919.  Mary was born on 20 August 1893, the daughter of Albert Robert Vince, Policeman.  The marriage certificate refers to Hugh as being a ‘Trader & Pearler’.  
Hugh Giblett returned to Australia on the Indarra [Duty ? Red Cross], leaving England 12 July 1919.  On 3rd September his records were annotated to reflect that his Next of Kin was now his wife, Mrs M. L. Giblett of 50 Lupus Street, Victoria, London, SW.  Hugh disembarked in Sydney on 9 September 1919.  His records do not show his wife accompanying him.  He was discharged in Brisbane on 10 October 1919 entitled to wear the British War Medal only.  
The 1919 Electoral Roll records Hugh Giblet living at Karumba, Normanton, Queensland working as a Trader.


Hugh Giblett died intestate, making no reference to his wife in his surviving papers acquired by the Public Curator in Townsville.
He was buried in an unmarked grave known to local aboriginals.
“I was shown his grave close to the old jetty at Port Stewart, though I know of no corroborating evidence.”
Athol Chase
Hugh died at Port Stewart on 14 December 1923 and at the time was described as a pearlshell and beche-de-mer fisherman.  As there was no doctor present, local Justices of the Peace held an inquest at Port Stewart (about 50 kilometres south-east of Coen) and at Coen the following year.  At the inquest, Police Constable Leonard Edward O'Brien gave evidence that Giblett 'resided principally at Thursday Island and Orchid Point also known as the Waterhole'.  O'Brien stated that when he arrived at Port Stewart he arranged for Giblett's body to be exhumed by the harbourmaster Stephen Kennedy, but found no evidence of violence. O'Brien reported that he had spoken with Giblett in early December and had been told that Giblett had moved from Gympie to Warwick when he was about two years old and had attended school there. Giblett allegedly told O'Brien that 'he had his jaw broken while at the front (meaning at the late war)', but Giblett's service record does not support this claim.  Despite Ion Idriess's lurid claim that Giblett had died 'from the effects of a crack on the head from a nulla-nulla'.  Justice of the Peace Daniel Louis Evans found that Giblett's death had been 'apparently caused by severe pains in the stomach and vomiting' and that there were no suspicious circumstances.
Giblett's assets totalled about £286 and his debts were about £3,112, so it seems that his reputed former wealth had expired by the time of his death.-
Geoff Wharton

In 1923 thru 1929 Mary Leslie Lawton Giblett continued living at 50 Lupus Street, City of Westminster, England.
In 1930 she was living at Normandale, Paynesfield Road, Surrey and in 1934 she was at 8 Canterbury Road, Brixton.
Mary Leslie Lawton Giblett died on 13 July 1989 age 95 and was cremated on 28 July 1989 at Lewisham, London.

Selected extracts about Hugh Giblett from ‘The sandalwood industry on Cape York Peninsula from the 1890s to the 1920s’ by Geoff Wharton (https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/15091299.pdf)

Some of the small craft landing sites identified to date include Giblett's Landing on Lockhart River and Port Stewart on the east coast of Cape York Peninsula.
Register of sales of timber, 8 May 1908 to 13 August 1912, Land Agent, Cooktown, (Old QSA LAG13/4), PRV9355-1-2, QSA. This register also includes an entry for H Giblett at Nesbit River, date of sale 22 May 1909, quantity 146 tons, with a further 114 tons registered from July to December 1909. Timber sales for H Giblett, Nesbit River, 1909, Register of sales of timber, 8 May 1908 to 13 August 1912, Land Agent, Cooktown, (Old QSA LAG13/4), PRV9355-1-2.

Various writers have attributed the foundation of Cape York's sandalwood industry to one Hugh Giblett, whom novelist Ion Idriess described as the 'Sandalwood King'.  But government records show that sandalwood was being cut on the Peninsula at least as early as the mid-1890s.

Ion Idriess, The tin scratchers, Sydney, Angus & Robertson, 1959, pp. 24-28. Hugh Giblett (1873-1923) also claimed that he was the pioneer of the sandalwood industry. 

Hugh Giblett, Lloyds Bay to Hon AG Hawthorn, Brisbane, 26 February 1910, In letter 03181, Home Secretary's Office, Chief Protector of Aboriginals correspondence file Aboriginals - Sandalwood 1910, (Old QSA A/69467), RSI 4356-1-33, QSA.

Constable Kenny have met Mr Pim cutting sandalwood near the Pascoe River where Mr Giblett is now working.

Howard called in to Lloyd Bay in August 1910 to find that a homestead had been erected at Lloyd Island by Hugh Giblett and that about 100 Aboriginal people were employed in sandalwood-getting, 'working under agreement'.

Hugh Giblett (1873-1923) appears to have operated in the Lloyd Bay/Lockhart River area from 1908 to 1923, with a gap during World War I, although oral testimony by Aboriginal people years later indicates that they continued harvesting sandalwood on his behalf during his absence.

Anthropologist Athol Chase wrote that: 
‘In 1973, there were Aboriginal people still alive at Lockhart who had worked for Giblet [sic] ... What impressed Aborigines most was the trust and responsibility he placed in their hands.  He trained crews to operate his boats, and developed a system, where he could rely on them to continue operations in his absence.
Chase noted that Giblett attracted Kuuku-ya'u people to his camp, as well as Uutaalnganu, Umpila and Wuthati people, and 'the start of the dry season in June saw groups coming in from the surrounding areas to Orchid Point to start work with the boats and horse teams'.

Additional information on Hugh Giblet provided by Athol Chase of Chelmer, Queensland:

I am an anthropologist (now retired) who has worked in Cape York Peninsula for many years (well, since 1971!).  A lot of my work has been concentrated at Lockhart River, and I have spent a long time researching the history of the Aboriginal people there.  Hugh Giblett figured largely in the old Aboriginal people's memories when I first went there.  In brief, he is known in this area for being a sandalwooder and trepanger, and possibly part-time pearler, whose main bases were at Lloyd Island and "waterhole" in Lloyd Bay, immediately north of Cape Direction.

 

Giblett (shown as "Giblet") is mentioned by Robert Logan Jack in his monumental 2 vol. work, "Northmost Australia" (1921).  He reports a mining exploration party finding packing cases being marked for "Giblet" at the Lockhart River landing in 1910.  I also attach a letter from the State Archives concerning Giblett, and written by Archibald Meston, dated 1909.  This places him as a sandalwood cutter in 1909 at the Pascoe River.

My belief is that he probably first came to the area very soon after the turn of the century.  His sister is reputed to have run a hotel at Thursday Island, and he is also reputed to have run a small pub at Port Stewart, east of Coen.  Ion Idriess has a chapter on him called "The Sandalwood King" (see Ion Idriess "The Tin Scratchers" 1959).  Various officials and others travelling along the Peninsula's east coast mention him, e.g. Protector Howard, Archibald Meston, Sir Hubert Wilkins, etc.  He apparently was the first to take his sandalwood north to Thursday Island on his boat, rather than pack it south on horses.  

 

Giblett was considered a very good man by the Aboriginal people whom he accumulated around his camps for labour (see also Idriess on this).  He had a number of "girlfriends" one of whom was still alive at Lockhart in the 1970s.  There were no children that we know of.  Old men told me he went off to World War 1, and he left all his equipment and boats in the care of trusted Aboriginal men.  According to eyewitnesses whom I interviewed in the 1970s, Giblett was struck on the jaw with a woomera by a drunken Aboriginal man, and he refused to punish the attacker or report him to police.  
This was in 1923.  The wound became infected and he became very ill at his Lloyd Bay camp.  His men took him in his boat to Port Stewart, but he died on the way.  I was shown his grave close to the old jetty at Port Stewart, though I know of no corroborating evidence.

 

Old men told me they thought he was an Irishman.  
They also said Giblett told them stories about the Germans in the war, though your history of him seems to indicate he never went to France.  He must have joined the sappers because his friend did, but he was obviously quite old for enlistment.

 

Giblett successfully acted as a "gatekeeper" for local Aboriginal people of this coastline, and he managed to convince officials that he was doing as good a job as any mission could do (the Anglican Church wanted to start a mission there).  As soon as he died, the Anglican mission moved in (1924) and first established itself at Giblett's old camp.  The following year they moved around Cape Direction south to Bare Hill to obtain better soil for gardening.  There are two current Lockhart families who carry Giblett's name.

 

Most of this appears in my PhD thesis. (Uni. of Qld "Which Way Now?:  Tradition, Continuity and change in a north Queensland Aboriginal community" 1980.  It is in the James Cook library. 

 Athol Chase

(Qld ArchivesHOM/J45)

LETTER FROM ARCHIBALD MESTON TO HON. D.F. DENHAM, MINISTER FOR LANDS, QLD RE SANDAL WOOD CUTTING LICENCE AT LLOYD BAY

Weymouth Bay, Cape York Peninsula

March 8th 1909

Hon D.F. Denham,

Minister for Lands

Dear Sir,

In making an application for a license to cut sandal wood on the Lloyd Bay Aboriginal Reserve it is necessary to offer a full explanation.

During the past three weeks I have been over the country from Fair Cape to the Chester River and met the aboriginals at the only three camps at present over that area, one at Weymouth Bay, one ten miles south of Cape Direction, and one near Hayes Creek about five miles north of Cape Sidmouth. 

These represent the coast blacks over that territory exclusive of those absent on Japanese beche de mer and pearl shelling boats.  The whole number, including women and children, would not be more than 120, that is purely sea beach blacks apart from the occasional parties of inland blacks who visit the coast at intervals for a week or two to get tobacco or steal women or settle old tribal differences with the spear. 

I find that for the last twelve months, two Queenslanders, natives of Warwick and Maytown, have been cutting sandal wood on the Pascoe and neighbourhood under license.  I visited the camp of these two gentlemen, sixteen miles up the Pascoe, and personally saw the whole conditions under which their work is conducted.

Messrs Giblett and Edmondson, themselves both hard workers, employ only aboriginal labour.  The sandalwood is somewhat eccentrically distributed growing widely scattered, isolated trees here and there, in places only a few trees on a square mile, and averaging not more than 35 lbs of marketable wood to each tree.  

There is great waste and much labour in getting rid of the waste, as all the bark and sapwood has to be removed on the spot by the tomahawk.  Then the blacks carry it sometimes a mile or two, to where the pack horses receive and carry to some point on the river or the coast.  Some has been transported over even as much as thirty-five miles of land carriage, and across very difficult country.  
Only Aboriginal labour is possible for only aboriginals could find the trees, and a number of them are always only as scouts to tell the workers where to go, consequently the supply is intermittent and no day can indicate what another day will bring forth.

Giblett and Edmondson employ about fifty men and this necessitates feeding the old men and women and children.  The liberality of Giblett and Edmondson to these aboriginals certainly surprised me as I had never seen anything like it before.  

They distribute flour, tea, sugar, golden syrup, jam, rice, tinned beef, tobacco, pipes, matches, rugs, shirts, singlets, coats, trousers, hats, caps, dresses, lava lavas, accordeons, mouth organs, tin whistles, mirrors, wool for dilly bags, beads, combs, scissors, knives, tomahawks, medicine, belts, etc etc.
They referred me to Alexander Stuart and Hoffnung and Co of Brisbane and Hollis Hopkins of Townsville for confirmation, and gave me proofs that their account for rations clothing &c for one year was eleven hundred pounds, all gone on the Pascoe River.

If Protector Howard, himself  an old bushman of long experience,were to visit the Pascoe sandalwood camp he would agree with me in the belief that four more camps on similar liberal lines would, so long as the work continued, settle the aboriginal problem over the whole east side of the Peninsula.

The men working on the Pascoe are, eighty percent, bushmen, or inland blacks of the scrubs and mountains.  Giblett tells me they are strictly honest and in 12 months have not touched a single article nor has he one word of discord.  He keeps severely to all his promises and neither he nor his partner ever carries firearms.  Certainly no police are required in that quarter.  It would be useless signing on these bushmen as they will work from a day to a month and then go away at their own sweet will for a week or two, and would certainly not tolerate any restraint, as in that case they would merely clear off to some other locality or report their own inability to find any sandalwood.

At present Giblett and Edmondson have 26 packhorses and purpose adding another dozen.  They are also of great service to the miners by packing wolfram and rations to and from the East coast at nearly three hundred per cent less than what carriage was to Port Stewart.

I purpose working in conjunction with Giblett and Edmondson and if I obtain a license to work over the reserve which is quite useless to anyone except for sandalwood and the quantity of that is extremely problematical, as not one of us had been over the country, they will cut a pack track from Temple Bay to the Moreton T.S. about 35 miles, thus enabling the Moreton people and any miners en route to get rations and mails, if necessary every month or three weeks via the Piper Island lightship, or give any such people prompt removal to Thursday Island or Cooktown.

They will also cut a good pack track from Hayes Creek to the Mein T.S., about 45 miles and thus enable all the Mein people and miners on the Batavia to get rations and minerals from and to the coast via the Claremont Island lightship , whereas they at present have to get their rations from the Coen, 90 miles away, over rough country, rations that wre already carried 45 miles from Port Stewart by land and 160 from Cooktown by water. 

Gold has been discovered on all the creeks from the Lockhart to the Chester but the cost of living and the difficulty of getting rations at all has driven off the miners and prospectors numbers of whom would come there at once if cheap carriage and regular supplies were assured

No loss can possibly be sustained by the government in granting this license nor can any harm occur in any direction.  There is a certainty that the aboriginals will be fairly treated.  Those cutting sandalwood for Giblett and Edmondson are certainly well clothed and fed, and perfectly contented and they would gladly welcome Protector Howard on a visit at any time.  The blacks engaged on the area applied for by me would not be likely to complain of their treatment, and on the coast line from Fair Cape to the Chester there would be an end to the serious abuses of which I shall advise Mr Howard who as an old personal friend will I am sure accept any information from me in the very friendly spirit in which it is given.

I am writing from here to save three weeks mail delay and will learn of your decision at Thursday Island.

Yours, with all respect

A.Meston.  

P.S. Kindly submit this or a copy to Mr Howard

A lugger will run regularly to and from Thursday Island and a cutter to and from the lightships.
[Letter is stamped “Home Secretary’s Office 30th Mar 1909: 03685”, and “Dept of Public Lands 18 Mar 1909 08636”

Govt comments on first page “Refer to Protector Aboriginals for reply D.D. 16  3  9”

“To A. Meston D ? 20.3.09”

“I have no objection to license issuing J.H. 1.4.09”

“Inform Mr Meston that  ??? has no objection to a license to cut timber on this reserve being issued by the lands dept - ?? 5/4/09” ]

The Brisbane Courier, Queensland – Monday 10 September 1883:


QUEENSLAND NEWS.


[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.]


WARICK, September 8.


Hugh Giblett, a local storekeeper, was found dead in his bed this morning.  He was apparently in good health when he retired last night.  A post-mortem examination was held this afternoon, but the result has not yet transpired.





Warwick Argus, Queensland – Tuesday 2 June 1885:


DEATH.


GIBLETT.—At her residence, Fitzroy-street, on the 1st instant, Mary Elizabeth, relict of the late Hugh Giblett, aged 42 years.





The following is selectively copied from a story written whilst the Edmondson family history was being researched and is included with permission of the family:





SANDALWOOD:  The story of Sandalwood has been written so many times before but I have just a little bit more than the others by way of Account books kept by Hugh Giblett for the partnership of he and Henry Thomas ‘Pop’ Edmondson, courtesy of the Edmondson family.  One thing all writers got right is that both these gentlemen were the pioneers of the Sandalwood getting in the Cape York Peninsula. The first entry in Book no. 1 is Nov. 30th 1913, that being the outfitting of the Archer River camp run by Messers Higgins, Wall & Davy who were paid £9 per ton of Sandalwood. It would have been well before this that Pop and Hugh Giblett got together to make the business a going concern. The Archer River camp was only one of many that were to spring up and flourish in this money making industry. There was the West Coast, the Ace, Batavia, Pascoe River, Claudie, Whitesands, Sunshine, Bowes brothers, Cutter River and the Stores camps.  


To show there were no favourites even Will Edmondson only received £8 a month plus £5 per trip by boat to haul Sandalwood and Will was related so it would appear that Messers Edmondson and Giblett kept a pretty tight book.


In 1913-17 the timber was fetching over £2500 for approx. 45 tons but in 1918 only £1825 for the same amount.


So, from a start with practically nothing in 1913, Pop, with Giblett had "had a go" and made a go of it.


It was thought that the Giblett and Edmondson partnership split up in 1917, though Giblett was still working the east side of the Peninsula. 


As Pop put it ‘Giblett had a problem’ and last he heard of him was when he was heading off to join the ranks of enlisted men for WW1 but as he was aging then it was doubtful he would make it except perhaps for his ability as an accountant.  He may have got a clerical position.  Pop never laid eyes on him again.





Two old North Queensland identities of over 20 years standing who are leaving in a few days for the front.  Left: Sapper Hugh Giblett, late of Normanton, and, an old Cooktown identity, Right: Sapper Bert Francis.  Tinfield, Cooktown.





Giblett





Francis





Rodgers





Creed





Johnson





Miners Training Camp Seymour, Vic





Townsville Daily Bulletin, Queensland – Tuesday 22 May 1917:


GULF NOTES


A letter was recently received from Sapper Hughie Giblett late of Normanton.  At time of writing he was in a training camp, 60 miles from Melbourne, but was then expecting to leave for England.


Article Abridged





Townsville Daily Bulletin, Queensland – Tuesday 3 April 1917:


GULF NOTES


A letter was received recently from Private Hughie Giblett, late of Normanton, but now in khaki at Enoggera.  He enlisted in Normanton a couple of months ago and is well known from Cooktown to Thursday Island and the Gulf, being the pioneer of the Sandalwood Industry up this way as well as having interests in the beche-de-mer fisheries.  Although he must be getting towards 50 he passed the doctor successfully.	


Article Abridged





Standing L-R: 


7219 John RODGERS; 7210 Albert FRANCIS; 3718 Victor CREED


Sitting L-R: 


7215 Richard JOHNSON; 7211 Hugh GIBLETT


Photo courtesy Val McKenzie





The Beaudesert Times, Queensland – Friday 16 November 1923:


"Wild Man's" Wealth.


On the Queensland coast there is no more interesting character than Captain Hugh Giblett, who for 17 years has reaped a harvest on the Great Barrier Reef in the form of beche-de-mer and pearl shell.  Though a returned soldier he is over 60 years of age.  He has two homes, one at Flinders Island and another at Orchard Point, Lloyd's Bay.  This "wild man of the north," as he calls himself at Flinders Island, is king of a community of 60 natives, and he has five pearling luggers manned by these aborigines from the mainland.  They are veritable giants in stature, handsome with regular features, different from the usual conception of a black-fellow.  The dusky divers do not employ diving dresses, but bring up beche-de-mer and pearl shell from a depth of 10 fathoms, staying under water on an average from two to three minutes, but on occasions as long as three and a quarter-minutes.  This season his boats already have collected £3000 worth, and he hopes to get another £2000 worth before the season closes.





Lithgow Mercury, NSW – Friday 23 February 1923:


MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE.


A LONG SEA JOURNEY.


(From Our Oakey Park Correspondent).


When Mr. and Mrs. Jones and their daughter, Gladys, who now reside at Oakey Park, were nearing the end of their long journey from England in March, 1922, and were about 175 miles south, of Sydney, Mrs., Jones put an envelope in a bottle bearing the following words:- “Will the person finding this bottle kindly write to Miss Gladys Jones, c/o Mr. P. Field, Oakey Park, Lithgow.”  The bottle was sealed and thrown overboard. 


A few days ago Mrs. Jones was surprised to receive a letter from Captain Hugh Giblett, of the ketch "Egona", Thursday Island, enclosing the envelope which had been placed in the bottle.  One of the crew had picked it up about 15 miles from, shore off Cape Sydmouth, North Queensland, near the Great Barrier Reef.  The bottle had been carried by tides and wind right along the coast, and had travelled a great many miles before being picked up.  Miss Jones will doubtless keep the envelope as an interesting souvenir. 


Gladys Doreen Jones, born England 1920, arrived in Australia March 1922 with her parents.  She married Ian Scott Mitchell in 1944and had one son, Gregory John, born 1947, who died in 1968.  Source: Ancestry.com]








The Brisbane Courier, Queensland – Saturday 3 November 1923:


General News


JAPANESE PEARLERS.


POSITION AT THURSDAY ISLAND.


EXPLOITING THE SHELL INDUSTRY.


A WHITE MAN'S INDUSTRY.


A fine specimen of Australian man-hood is seen in Mr. Hugh Giblett, who lives a hard life on Flinders Island, surrounded by about 50 blacks, whom he employs on his five luggers in fishing for pearl-shell, beche-de-mer, and trochus shell.  He managed to bluff the medical authorities as to his age, and did good service at the front, but as soon as the war was over he was back at Flinders Inland winning a harvest from the sea.  Now Mr Giblett asks: Why should not the experienced white divers, who did such valuable salvage work during the war, be brought to Australia to carry on the pearl-shelling industry?  		


Mr. Giblett who has had 17 years' experience of the game, declares emphatically that it is a white man's industry.  "With the latest equipment cargoes have been salvaged by white divers at greater depths than Japanese divers penetrate in the shell industry.  Would it not make Australians feel safer to know that those 700 Japanese at Thursday Island had been replaced by 700 sturdy Britishers?  Those hardy knock-about men most of them with good sea training, would form a fine garrison for Thursday Island, and in time of war, they would be useful either on sea or land.  But until we get rid of the Japanese there will be no scope for settlement by men of this class.        Article abridged








Northern Standard, Darwin – Friday 14 December 1923:


A FISHER OF PEARLS


(“Daily Mail," Sydney.)


A fine specimen of Australian manhood is seen in Mr. Hugh Giblett, who lives a hard life on Finders Island, surrounded by about 50 blacks, whom he employs on his five luggers in fishing for pearl shell, beche de mer, and trochus shell.


He managed to bluff the medical authorities as to his age, and did good service at the front, but as soon as the war was over he was back at Finders Island winning a harvest from the sea.


Now Mr. Giblett asks: “Why should not the experienced white divers, who did such valuable salvage work during the war, be brought to Australia to carry on the pearl-shelling industry”


Mr. Giblett, who has had 17 years experience of the game, declares emphatically that it is a white man's industry.  With the latest equipment cargoes have been salvaged by the white divers at greater depths than Japanese divers penetrate in the shell industry.


Would it not make Australians feel safer to know that those 700 Japanese at "Thursday Island had been replaced by 700 study Britishers?  These hardy knockabout men, most of them with good sea training, would form a fine garrison for Thursday Island, and, in time of war, they would be useful either on sea and land.  But until we get rid of the Japanese there will be no scope for settlement by men of this class.





The Northern Herald, Queensland – Wednesday 13 February 1924:


ROSSVILLE AND DISTRICT


Rossvile, Feb. 7.


Most returned men, besides nearly every Northerner will remember Mr. Hugh Gilbert, who spent many years sandalwood getting and pearling up on the Peninsula.  Since the end of the war, and after his return from Europe he has been running a schooner, from Port Stewart to Flinders Island to meet the Kallatina.  The Warden who has just returned from the far North, reports the death of Mr. Gilbert, into which an inquiry was held.  The conclusion arrived at was that death was the result of ptomaine poisoning.  A sad end to a useful and strenuous life.





The Northern Herald, Queensland – Wednesday 5 March 1924:


Rossville Notes


A mistake was made in the name of Mr. Hugh Giblett in the report of his death at Coen, recently published in the “Herald” of Feb. l3.  The name is printed as Gilbert.





Hugh Giblett is commemorated on the Normanton Carpentaria Shire Roll of Honour, ANZAC Park, Landsborough Street, Normanton.





Photos by Henry Moulds sourced from https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au
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