LANCE CORPORAL JAMES GREGORY CHESSELL

3576 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

James Gregory Chessell was born on June 22, 1880 the son of George and Sarah (nee Evans) Chessell at Sandhurst, Victoria.  He was apprenticed to his father in Melbourne as a blacksmith for five years.

Moving to Queensland James married Bridget Caffery on December 8, 1912 and the following year they were living at Raymond’s Hill, Bundamba where he worked as a blacksmith.

At the Sydney Town Hall Recruiting Depot on February 11, 1916 at thirty-six years of age James applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars of the married man taken show his residence as 59 Rochester Street, Camperdown and was 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighed 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (35-38ins).  The following day he was declared fit for service and passed the eyesight test with good vision; his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

On February 25, 1916 at Bathurst, NSW Attestation Forms were completed giving his birthplace as North Sydney, NSW and his description on enlistment was dark in complexion with brown eyes and black hair.  A distinctive mark was a scar on the left knee and religious denomination given as Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Bridget Chessell of 21 Bank Street, North Sydney, NSW but later changed to 11 Mil Mil Street, North Sydney.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ the following day.

Basic training commenced from February 25 with the Depot Battalion at Bathurst until March 15, 1916 and the following day was transferred to train with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company, Aust Mining Corps.

Early in May, 1916 recruits forming part of the No. 4 Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 10, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   Sapper Chessell was a member of the No. 4 Company and the Regimental number 3576 was assigned to him.  

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas to France on August 28, 1919 marching into the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On October 12 they arrived at the 1st Anzac Reinforcement camp. Sapper Chessell’s civilian trade was valuable to work on the front and two days later was transferred to the workshop of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and taken on strength.

Disciplinary action was administered by the Captain of the Company on November 18, 1916 for the following:



Crime:

When on Active Service (1) Drunkenness (2) Violently resisting Military 





Police about 4.15 p.m. 17/11/16



Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment]

Service continued without incident until he went sick on November 8, 1917 and taken to the New Zealand Stationary Hospital with a social disease and transferred to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station at Hazebrouck.  On November 12 was moved to the 7th Convalescent Depot at Boulogne then sent to the 39th General Hospital at Havre two days later.  Discharged to duty on December 11 to the Base Depot after thirty-four days treatment returned to his unit on December 19, 1917.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform after serving twelve months abroad.

On May 23, 1918 he was appointed to the rank of Lance Corporal.

In the Unit Diary for the A.E.M.M.B.C. his name is recorded in the Technical Staff Diagram as ‘blacksmith-in-charge L/Cpl Chessell’.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and they continued their work of supplying electricity and servicing pumps and equipment assisting those rehabilitating their district.

Leave was granted from November 25 to December 12, 1918.  On December 5 he was admitted to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield with Incipient Influenza and remained in hospital until discharged to furlough on December 30, 1918 then report to the No. 1 Command Depot on January 4, 1919.   He departed Headquarters in London and marched in to the Depot at Sutton Veny.

On January 25, 1919 Sapper Chessell embarked from Devonport on the hospital ship Delta for Australia.  His wife was advised by Base Records on February 12, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on March 7, 1919 and left soon after for Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) arriving in the harbour on March 22, 1919.  The ship’s arrival was reported in the: 
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Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on May 8, 1919 as medically unfit.

A copy of his Will was sent to the Assistant Adjutant General’s officer in the 2nd Military District on August 13, 1919.

On March 8, 1921 James enlisted for service abroad with the A.N. & M.E. Force at Rabaul in Sydney for a period of two years having passed the medical examination the previous day.  His details were forty years of age, 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall weighing (147lbs) with a chest measurement of 100cms (39ins).  Medium in complexion with brown eyes and brown hair and Roman Catholic still his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his wife Bridget Chessell of 15 Martin Street, Lidcombe, Sydney, NSW.  He allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her and their children.

His rank was Private with the regimental number 2048 and embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 12, 1921 on board S.S. Siar.  On March 29, 1921 he was taken on strength after arriving at Rabaul with the Department of Public Works on April 1.

On April 9 he was upgraded after allotment to the Dept. of Public Works to Grade C3 and as from April 29 was given 6d per diem for each of his three children.

He was transferred to Civil Administration in Rabaul from May 9, 1921 and was discharged as demobilised from the N. & M.E.F. as from that date.

For service for his country Lance Corporal James Gregory Chessell, Aust Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (46375) and the Victory Medal (45304).

Their residence from 1925 was Forth Street, New Farm, Brisbane, Qld with the occupation of blacksmith.  Small advertisements publicizing his product appeared in: 

In 1943 they moved to Bunton Street, Scarborough, Qld and he worked as a spring-maker.  Further advertising of his work was promoted in:  


On November 17, 1947 Base Records issued a Statement of Service for the Repatriation Commission in Brisbane.

Residence was relocated to Barclay Street, Deagon, Brisbane in 1949 and retired.  Between 1954 and 1958 they were at No. 32 Esplanade, Cribb Island, Brisbane then returned to New Farm living at 42 Villiers Street.

James Gregory Chessell passed away on January 5, 1963 aged 83 years.  Family arrangements were placed in:


Photo sourced from Nudgee Cemetery Records, Brisbane

His grave is located at Nudgee Cemetery, Brisbane, Qld within section 6A in grave No 337.

His wife Bridget was interred in the same grave on February 24, 1966.

James Chessell was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their 1928 Roll Register for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day march in Sydney, NSW.


1928
Everleigh Workshop, Sydney          (entry marked deceased)
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday March 24, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


LANDING OF THE DELTA MEN


Under perfect weather conditions which made up in a measure for the week’s detention in quarantine at North Head, over 400 soldiers who were brought to Australia in the Delta landed on Saturday morning at Woolloomooloo Bay.  Red Cross motor cars were in readiness to take the men to the Anzac Buffet in the Domain, where the Headquarters Australian Army reserves Band played while tea was handed round by members of Voluntary Aid Detachments.  


Hardly a word of complaint was heard.  On the other hand, several of the returned men spoke highly of the attention they had received while in quarantine from the Red Cross and War Chest organisations.  As one soldier put it: “We had a good trip from the old country, and we have come ashore a happy crowd.”      


Article abridged





The Courier-Mail Saturday April 15, 1939:


MACHINERY, METALS


For spiral springs of all descriptions, J.G. Chessell, New Farm, ‘Phone B7428.





The Courier-Mail Saturday March 14, 1942:


POSITIONS VACANT


Lad 16 years for spiral spring work.  Apply J.G. Chessell, Forth Street, New Farm.  B7428.





The Courier-Mail Saturday August 10, 1946:


MACHINERY, METALS


Spiral springs for every purpose, J.G. Chessell, 12 Forth Street, New Farm. ‘Phone B0552.





The Courier-Mail Monday January 7, 1963:


FUNERAL NOTICES


CHESSELL, James Gregory—Relatives and Friends of Mrs B. Chessell, Sister Mary Owen (Townsville), Mr and Mrs Vincent Delahunty and Family, Mr Norm Richards and Family, are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, their father, Father-n-law, Grandfather and Great-Grandfather, James Gregory Chessell, of 42 Villiers Street, New Farm (late 1st A.I.F.) to move from the Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Villiers Street, New Farm after Prayers commencing at 2.45 o’clock, This (Monday) Afternoon for the Nudgee Cemetery.  Mass 6.30 a.m.


ALEX GOW Funeral Director








