CHAPLIN BROTHERS

CHARLES HERBERT CHAPLIN

750 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Charles Herbert Chaplin stated he was born at Nymagee, New South Wales in 1887 the son of Isaac and Charlotte Mary Chaplin.  

At Victoria Barracks’ recruiting depot on December 8, 1915 Charles Herbert and his brother Henry Harry applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars taken of the twenty-eight year old Rubble Mason reveal he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins) and postal address was at ‘Soleil’, Universal Street, Mortdale, Sydney, NSW.

The brothers arrived to attest at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on December 13, 1915 and his Attestation Forms describe him further as weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a fair complexion and light brown hair and his blue eyes tested to poor vision.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin submitted was his sister Mrs Ruby Brownlow ‘Soleil’, Universal Street, Mortdale, Sydney, NSW.  Swearing in took place the same day.

Both were allotted to the No.2 Company of the Mining Corps in the rank of Sapper with his regimental number 750.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia.  On board the ship he was transferred to the No. 1 Company on May 2 then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On June 3, 1916 he was admitted to the 2nd New Zealand Field Ambulance with symptoms of Mumps but was treated for Influenza and returned to duty on June 6.  

Sections of the No.1 Tunnelling Company were working on the following as recorded in their Unit Diary for July 1916:
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Sapper Chaplin was wounded in action on July 23, 1916 suffering a gunshot wound to his left thigh and taken to the 140th Field Ambulance a day later before admittance to the No. 2 Casualty Clearing Station.  On July 25 was sent on A.T.15 to Wimereux entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital.   Three days later on July 28 he was conveyed from Boulogne to England on the hospital ship St David and admitted to Stoke-on-Trent War Hospital for treatment of gunshot wound to left hip.

Base Records advised next-of-kin that he had been wounded. Sapper H.H. Chaplin replied asking the nature of wounds and on August 10, a reply was sent from Records.  On August 18 Base Records advised that he had now been hospitalised in England.

He was taken on strength from the hospital on September 8, 1916 at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  On October 28 he was transferred to Woolwich and after furlough concluded marched in to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on December 8.  There he joined the Reinforcement to the Tunnelling Companies who had arrived from Australia for further training for the front at the Aust Details camp.

On New Year’s Day, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on board the ship S.S. Arundel arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  Sapper was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on January 12 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  He rejoined his unit on January 27, 1917.

While engaged in driving a transport in forward area the G.S. Wagon hit a shell hole on the night of March 15/16, 1917 and he was thrown from the Wagon which passed over his legs.  The soldier was in no way to blame, attributable to neglect and purely accidental, although the injury was serious it was noted in all probability would not interfere with future efficiency as a soldier.  He was taken to the Divisional Rest Station then on to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station being admitted with a contused left foot and fractured ankle until transported on A.T.20 to the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Wimereux on March 17.

He was invalided to England from Boulogne on March 24 on the hospital ship Cambria and admitted to Croydon War Hospital with a contused and fractured left foot.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on March 29 that he had been injured accidentally.  On April 5 they again advised that he was in hospital in England due to his fractured foot.

Sapper Chaplin embarked for Australia on August 27, 1917 on board the New Zealand H.T.82 Pakeha for a change due to a fractured foot.  On September 12, 1917 Base Records advised his relatives that he was returning home.  The ship docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on October 24, 1917.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on January 3, 1918 as medically unfit.

For service for his country Sapper 750 Charles Herbert Chaplin, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (33125) and the Victory Medal (32710).

From 1933 to 1937 he is registered residing at Green Valley Road, Liverpool working as a labourer.

A request from the Repatriation Commission in Sydney for a Statement of his Service was forwarded by Base Records on November 2, 1945.

Charles Herbert Chaplin passed away on November 28, 1948 aged 61 years at the Prince of Wales hospital, Randwick.  Funeral arrangements were published in the:

The Public Trustee at O’Connell Street, Sydney wrote to Base Records on February 1, 1949 advising them of the death of the former soldier and appreciated if they could advise if a Will had been executed by the deceased.  Base Records replied stating that there was no record of the deceased having executed a Will while serving with the Aust Imperial Forces 1914-1918.  The following legal notice appeared in the:


His grave is located in the Church of England portion of Rookwood Cemetery within section 15 in grave no. 1169 and is marked by a War Grave Plaque.

SAPPER HENRY HARRY CHAPLIN

751 – Miners’ Corps

Henry Harry Chaplin stated he was born in Parkes, New South Wales in 1889 the son of Isaac and Charlotte Mary Chaplin.  He married on September 23, 1911 to Margaret Barnett Cronk at St Paul’s Church, Redfern.

At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on December 8, 1915 the twenty-six year old rubble mason accompanied his brother and applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars taken show he was 169cms (5ft 6¼ins) with a chest expansion of 93-96cms (36½-38½ins) and single with his postal address ‘Soleil’ Universal Street, Mortdale.  Declared fit for service the recruiting officer accepted his application.

At Casula camp, Liverpool, near Sydney, NSW on December 13, 1915 he completed Attestation Papers which describe him further as weighing 70kgs (154lbs) having a dark complexion with blue eyes that tested to good vision and light brown hair.  Distinctive mark was an appendix scar.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Ruby Brownlow of ‘Soleil’, Universal Street, Mortdale, Sydney.   Swearing in took place the same day.

Basic training commenced with the No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps with the regimental number 751 in the rank of Sapper.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Pay Office at Victoria Barracks in Sydney sent a letter to Base Records dated March 13, 1916 informing them that his wife Margaret Burnett Chaplin had called into their office and produced her marriage lines and claimed to be next-of-kin of the soldier.  Base Records replied with a memo requesting the address of Mrs M.B. Chaplin.  On March 22, 1916 the Pay Office advised that due to an error her address was omitted and was 481 Elizabeth Street, Sydney.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  On April 15, 1916 a radio message notified authorities that Sapper Chaplin was not on board the troopship.

Sapper Chaplin was left behind at Blackboy Hill camp due to an epileptic fit before departure.  He returned from Western Australia on board the ship Katoomba on June 10 and arrived seven days later and re-transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements in Victoria.

At the Engineers Reinforcement training camp at Seymour, Victoria on August 8, 1916 he re-attested and passed the medical examination three days later.  Details taken show he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighed 79kgs (174lbs) with a chest expansion of 102-110cms (40-43½ins).  His complexion was fair with grey eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive mark was noted to be a scar from an appendix operation.  Next-of-kin remained the same.  He was sworn in the same day.

He was re-transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements to continue training with the Technical Battalion.

Base Records received a letter from Mrs Nellie Dale of 39 Yearey Street, West Perth, W.A. dated September 18, 1916 inquiring for particulars of a friend of hers, Sapper Chaplin and if he went to the front or not.  He left the east some time after Christmas and she had heard since that he boarded a boat at Fremantle and it stopped some time in the West and was taking troops to Victoria about three months ago.  She had not heard from him since and she would be very thankful for any information if he had gone to the front.

Base Records replied on October 7, 1916 advising that no official report to any effect had been received at their office in respect of him and in the absence it is assumed he was with his unit and unable to disclose the location.  His postal address was given for communication and added that no advice had been given that he missed re-embarkation at Fremantle and was returned to Victoria.  

This letter was returned to Base Records dated October 30 and marked ‘not know by letter carrier.’

On October 31, 1916 Sapper Chaplin appeared before the medical board and his statement of case reads:



Disability:

Epilepsy



Origin:


About 13 years ago



Place:


Cobar, NSW



Essential facts:
Had his first fit at age of 14, in which he cut his left eye.  Has had






fits at intervals since, the longest period without being the last 6






months.  Had one while in camp in Western Australia 6 months ago






and was left behind on that account.



Cause:


Idiopathic 



Present condition:
Has scar over left eyebrow, also abrasions on nose received in fit 18






months ago.  Had typical epileptic form fit in camp last evening.


            Tooth loss or decay:
Not due to teeth



Board examination:
No pathological condition apparent



Assessment:

Permanent for Military Service



Labour market:
Not at all



Recommendation:
Nothing



Discharge approved:
2/11/16

Military Discharge was issued at Seymour, Vic (3rd M.D.) on November 6, 1916 due to being medically unfit – not due to misconduct.  Character marked “Good Conduct.”

Discharge was noted and passed on November 11, 1916 and his papers sent to Base Records.

During 1919 the following legal notices were published in the:

As he did not embark overseas Sapper Chaplin was ineligible for War Service Medals.

Henry Harry Chaplin died on June 4, 1946 aged 57 years.  A death notice appeared in the:
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Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 30, 1948:


FUNERALS


CHAPLIN—The Relatives and Friends of the late SPR CHARLES HERBERT CHAPLIN, 1st A.M. Co., are invited to attend his Funeral; to leave our Chapel South Parade, Campsie, This Tuesday, at 1.30 p.m.,, for Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood.


WOOD COFFILL LIMITED








Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday March 15, 1949:


LEGAL NOTICES


CHARLES HERBERT CHAPLIN of Randwick, formerly of Belfield in the State of New South Wales, retired, died 28 November, 1948, Intestate.








Sydney Morning Herald Friday March 28, 1919:


IN DIVORCE


CHAPLIN v CHAPLIN


Henry Harry Chaplin petitioned for a divorce from Margaret Barnett Chaplin (formerly Cronk) on the ground of desertion. They were married at St Paul’s Church, Redfern, on September 23, 1911.  Mr Clive Arnott appeared for the petitioner.  A decree nisi was granted, returnable in six months.








Sydney Morning Herald Saturday November 29, 1919:


IN DIVORCE


(Before Mr Justice Gordon)


DECREE ABSOLUTE


Decrees absolute were pronounced and the marriages dissolved in the following suits:


Henry Harry Chaplin v Margaret Barnett Chaplin.


Article abridged








Sydney Morning Herald Thursday June 6, 1946:


DEATHS


CHAPLIN—died 4th June, 1946, at his residence 320 Pittwater Road, Brookvale, Henry Harry Chaplin.  Privately cremated 5th inst.











