AUSTRALIAN COMFORTS FUNDS

Australian Comfort Funds is a tribute to those who worked tirelessly to provide necessities and comforts for their menfolk at the Front.  The following articles are reproduced in sequence in order to experience the war years with the committees and members as they raised funds to supply comforts for their loved ones.  

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday April 11, 1916

TODAY

To-day Captain Lawson, No. 6 Tunnelling Company, Belmont camp, received a cheque for £50 from Mr Richard Hamilton, of the Great Boulder Proprietary, to provide comforts for members of the Tunnelling Company.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday June 27, 1916

THE WOMENS’ CLUB

A committee was formed to supply woollen comforts to the Miners and Tunnellers Companies, which were composed mostly of goldfields men.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday July 25, 1916

A LADY’S LETTER by Carrie

The following letter will, I am sure, appeal to many of my readers, who will readily help:—“Crabarn,” Kalgoorlie, July 20.  Dear Madam—The Goldfields Women’s Club have formed a sub-committee to work for the men of the Miners’ and Tunnellers’ Companies, who will soon be in the firing line.  Both these companies are nearly all goldfields men, and we wish to send parcels of comforts to these men as often as possible.  To help us do this we ask your assistance by holding a gift night amongst your circle of friends.  The articles we wish to supply are knitted or bought woollen socks, scarves, mittens, or wool, as we have workers who will make these for us.  Hoping you will help us carry out this good work.—Yours, etc., Mrs R.M. Jordan, Secretary, Goldfields Women’s Club.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday August 1, 1916

A LADY’S LETTER

A gift night for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps was given by Mrs Milton Harvey at her residence, Hanbury-street on Saturday last.  A pleasant evening was spent with music dancing and chatter.  Musical items were provided by the Misses O’Dea, L. Feutrill, and M. Jordan; Mesdames Butcher and Harvey, and Mr Harvey.  Gifts of socks, wool Balaclava caps and a scarf were received from the following:—Mesdames H. Feutrill, T. Neal, Butcher, J. Gaynor, C. and L. Ginbey, R.M. Jordan, and Harvey; the Misses O’Dea, L. Feutrill, E. Drew, M. Brennan, M. Jordan, E. and M. Passmore; Messrs J. Gaynor, J. Feutrill, E. and L. Ginbey, T. Neal, R.M. Jordan, Ramsay, and Harvey.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday August 15, 1916

A LADY’S LETTER 

Mesdames James and Curtis have issued 200 invitations to their friends for a gift night in the Trafalgar Hall on Wednesday for the benefit of the miners and tunnellers.  Great praise is due to the little town of Trafalgar for the work they have done for the boys at the front.

The Misses Hansson and Bennetts on Wednesday, August 2, at 11 Pirie-street, Boulder, arranged an evening in aid of the Tunnelling Corps, at which the supper tables were decorated with the Tunnelling Corps’ colours, purple and gold.  The following helped to make the evening most enjoyable:  Misses Hansson, Bennetts, Rundle, Armstrong, Lathlean, Nicholls, Williams, Normington, Roberts, Beyer, Colgan, Axel, Hustable, Redfern, Billett, Daw, Lowe, Pascoe, Toy, Cogan, Embleton, Wasley, Lathby, Ford, Pullen, P. Williams, C. Williams, Verran, Hugo, Tamblyn, Bilett?. Ince, McGowan, and the following articles were received, and will be handed to the Red Cross Society:—145 packets of cigarettes, (unreadable) writing pads, 7 khaki handkerchiefs, 3 packets of envelopes, 24 cakes of chewing gum, 3 cakes of soap, 1 packet of cards, 3 packets of chocolates, and 2 pencils.

A gift evening was held by Mesdames Thompson and Blomfield in the A.N.A. Hall, Kalgoorlie, for the miners and tunnellers on Friday last.  The gifts which have been sent to the Goldfields Women’s Club, were as follows:—78 packets of cigarettes, 1 box of cigars, 6 packets of envelopes, 4 writing pads, 3 pairs of socks, 3 towels, 1 magazine, and about 9lb of wool, including £1 worth from the Kalgoorlie taxi drivers.  There were other small donations and parcels addressed to friends.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday August 22, 1916

A LADY’S LETTER

The Dawn of Hope Rebekah Lodge No. 3 held a gift night at the I.O.O.F. Hall, Moran-street, Boulder, on Thursday, August 10, for the miners and tunnellers.  The proceedings were in the capable hands of Mr McPeake, and were of a most enjoyable character.  An excellent programme of dancing and games was indulged in.  Elocutionary items were given by Miss Holt, and the music was supplied by Mrs Gregor, Miss Downey, and Mr King.  The gifts, which have been sent to the Goldfields Women’s club, were as follows:—69 packets of cigarettes, 4 large tins of cigarettes, 3 tins of tobacco, 1 tin of sardines, 6 writing pads, 2 trench outfits, 2 packets of envelopes, 6 cakes of soap, 2 packets of chewing gum, one khaki handkerchief, 6 pairs of socks and a large quantity of wool. 

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday October 17, 1916

A LADY’S LETTER

The residence of Mr and Mrs George Crabb, Boulder, was the scene of an enjoyable evening, which took the form of a gift night for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps.  A varied programme was contributed by Misses L. Williams, P. Truscott, V. Bennett, Essie Crabb, and Gladys Godfrey, Messrs James, G. Crabb and C. Rogers, Mr and Mrs A. Boardley, and the Trafalgar male choir.  Mrs A. Boardley and Miss Blanche Truscott played the accompaniments.  The following gifts have been forwarded to the Goldfield Women’s Club—78 packets of cigarettes, 4 writing pads, 3 packets of envelopes, 1 soldier’s writing outfit, 2 boxes of soap, 1 tin of cheese, 1 tin of tobacco, 2 tablets of soap, 2 packets of butter scotch and 2 khaki handkerchiefs.

THE WOMENS’ CLUB

A parcel of comforts for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps had been received from the Y.A.L. girls, £15 from Trafalgar, 8/6 from ladies A.N.A. and two boxes of cigarettes from Mrs Newstead, of the Union Club Hotel.  Taree 11lbs parcels had been sent to Lieutenants Coulter, Jackson, and Tyler, of the Tunnellers’ Corps.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday October 24, 1916

GIFTS FOR THE SOLDIERS

A gifts afternoon was held at the Goldfields High School on the 4th inst. to provide comforts for the Miners’ Tunnelling Corps.  The dining room of the domestic department of the school was nicely decorated.  Stalls were fitted up for the sale of sweets, and an exhibition of spinning was held in the laundry room.  Side shows, raffles, afternoon tea, and a student’s concert all helped to make the afternoon a success. A large number of gifts were received, and have been handed over to the secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club to be forwarded to the men in the trenches.  The sale of sweets etc realised £14 15/9.  Of this sum £10 will be forwarded by the students to the commanding officer of the Miners’ Tunnelling Corps, who will provide comforts required by the troops.  With the balance a quantity of wool will be purchased for the Women’s Club, who have kindly undertaken to knit it into socks, mittens, etc.  Miss Macdonald and the students of the High School are to be congratulated on the success of their efforts.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday October 31, 1916

LADY’S LETTER

Mrs B. Horrock, of Austral-street, Kalgoorlie, celebrated the 12th birthday of her son, Chrissie, on Friday, by holding a gift afternoon, to provide comforts for the Miners’ Tunnelling Corps.  The table was decorated in the No. 6 Tunnelling Colours (blue and old gold).  There were present—Mesdames, Munday, Bain, McDonald, Eastwood, Douglas, Bond, Bodoni and McKenzie, the Misses Johnson (2) Eastwood and Woods, and about 30 of the boy’s mates.  Games were indulged in by the children until evening, when songs were rendered by Misses Irene Harley, May Buckman, David Douglas, and recitations by Misses Bodini, Katie Bain, Irene Harley, and Mrs McKenzie.  A nice assortment of gifts was received.

Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday November 21, 1916

A LADY’S LETTER

The Goldfields Women’s Club intend on November 28 holding a euchre party and dance in the Caledonian Hall, the proceeds from which are to be expended in comforts for the boys in the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps.  The lady’s first prize is a sucking pig, and the gentleman’s a silver-mounted cigarette case.

Western Argus Tuesday December 5, 1916

COMFORTS IN THE TRENCHES

Sergt J.W. Berry, writing from France on October 12 to Mrs Jordan, says: “I have just received—in the front line of the trenches, France—a packet of cigarettes as coming from your kind self and the thoughtful members of your club, Kalgoorlie.  I am not usually a cigarette smoker, but, if all be well, I will certainly smoke the whole ten, and try to fondly imagine myself for the time being once again in dear old Kalgoorlie.  Though this is written within a few yards of where some of the guns of the great battle are vibrating out their ominous music, the boys are nevertheless reminded to pause, and think of home and dear ones 12,000 miles away, of their duty to their country which has brought them hither and like-wise of resolution for the greater task ahead for them and other Australians yet to come over the seas.  With regard to the latter phase, we have no doubt Australia will do her part, though that may be a small one.  All the boys are in great spirits notwithstanding the approach of winter.  We thank you for the gifts, and the kindly thoughts and wishes you have sent us.”

A LADY’S LETTER

A gift night for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps took place at the residence of Mr and Mrs Farrington, Trafalgar.  Music, songs dancing and cards, with a dainty supper served in between, passed the hours very happily.  The guests were: Mesdames Tyson, Gallagher, Stone, Deeble, Farrington; Misses Anglesey, Tyson, Stone, Johnson, Jones, Tyson, Hardeman, Stone, Thorns, Jones, Thomas, Venn, Farrington, Tyson, Thorns, Thomas, Deeble Farrington, Boardley, Williams, Johnson and Messrs Gallagher, Lindgern, Farrington, Louden, Lambie, Ward, Tyson, Cowling, Gallagher, Hardeman, Farrington, Rowe, Williams, Boardley, Stone, Ried, and Farrington.  The gifts have been forwarded to the Goldfields Women’s Club.

Western Argus Tuesday December 12, 1916

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S CLUB

The secretary reported that she would be pleased to receive cigarettes and tobacco for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps.  Two parcels had been sent by last mail to 2nd Lieut Gourley, of the Tunnellers, and Lieut Coulter of the Mining Corps.  

Western Argus Tuesday January 9, 1917

IN THE TRENCHES AND AT HOME

The following letter, written in the trenches on November 2, was received by Mrs May Pearse, of 34 York-street, Boulder, a few days before notification of the death of the writer Sapper W.J. Praed, of No. 3 Tunnelling Coy, appeared in the “Miner”, “Dear Friend—I am in receipt of the packet of chocolate per medium of the Women’s Club.  Your kind wishes and address were enclosed, and I therefore make haste to reply and thank you for same.  I must state that the gifts to soldiers from the people of the fields are always appreciated, especially if the recipient is a goldfields boy.  I have the pleasure of answering to that name, having lived in Boulder and Kalgoorlie for many years.  I happen to know many of the good folks contributing and am therefore anxious to hasten and thank you.  At present the weather is anything but agreeable.  It has been raining continuously for the past two weeks, with the result that one invariable finds oneself up to his ankles in mud, whilst in the trenches.  However, one must put up with such discomforts.  It is all in the game, and they say ‘all’s fair in love and war.’  I don’t think Fritz will have us in the trenches next winter.  We expect to be home in W.A., ere it comes again.  Fritz is getting some gruelling I assure you, and I feel sure that he will have enough of war before many months have passed.  Well dear friend, in conclusion, I again thank you and the women’s Club for you kind gifts.  We know that we are doing our bit here, and we know that you are also doing you share towards victory on the goldfields.  Wishing you a merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

P.S.—I also drew cigarettes and pencil, which were raffled.

Western Argus Tuesday January 23, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

On Tuesday afternoon, January 9 Mrs Sala entertained a number of young people to celebrate her daughter’s birthday. (List of all guests were named)  Each guest brought a gift for our brave soldiers at the front and the result was 70 packets of cigarettes, 12 tins of tobacco, 5 cakes of soap, 8 writing pads, 5 pencils, 2 packets cards, 2 tins sardines, 2 butterscotch, 2 tins cigarettes, 2 chewing gum, 3 chocolates.  Mr and Mrs Reed, Mr and Mrs Metherall, Mr and Mrs Ruddick, Mrs Lee, Mrs Thomas, Mrs Worley, Mrs Wasley, Mr Brookes and Mrs Buck joined the party in the evening.  Games, singing and dancing by the young people were indulged in until 11 o’clock when a pleasant evening came to an end.  The gifts will be forwarded to the Tunnelling Corps by the next mail. 

Western Argus Tuesday January 30, 1917

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S CLUB

The Wattle Blossom Circle has given £1 10/ and Mrs V. Binne and Miss Hazel Terrell of Boulder, have sent parcels of comforts for the No. 6 Tunnellers’ Corps comforts.

Western Argus Tuesday February 6, 1917

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S CLUB

The secretary reported that all through the recess parcels had been sent every week to the Miners and Tunnellers Corps, and that she would also be pleased to receive cigarettes from persons holding gift nights, as the supply was running short.

Western Argus Tuesday February 13, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

A pleasant evening was spent at the residence of Mr and Mrs Bartsch, 150 Clancy-st., Boulder, on Wednesday evening last, in aid of the Trench Comforts Fund for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps.  The evening was spent in cards, games, recitations and songs, after which supper was served, and gifts of tobacco, soap, bandages, cakes, etc, have been handed to Mrs Jordan, secretary of the Women’s Club. 

Western Argus February 17, 1917

VISIT OF REINFORCEMENTS

Western Argus Tuesday March 6, 1917

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S CLUB

The secretary reported that the club had been sending comforts to the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps for six months on January 20 last, and that during the six months 35 parcels had been sent, each valued at £3 15/.  The secretary hoped they would have the same success for the coming six months.  Since last meeting she had received parcels of gifts from Mrs Bartach, Miss M. Jordan and Mrs McInerney.

Western Argus Tuesday March 13, 1917

COMFORTS FOR SOLDIERS

The secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club reports having received parcels containing gifts for the members of the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps from Mrs Thomas, Evans-street, Boulder, Mrs Gleeson, Miss Carter, Miss Kinnane, Miss Doris Eddy, Cyril and Florrie Armstrong and Miss Nellie Grulty.  As the club despatches one 11lb parcel every week to the men fighting, the secretary would be pleased to receive gifts from persons holding gift nights, to enable the club to continue doing so.  Writing from France to Mrs Jordan, secretary of the club, to thank the members for comforts received, Lieut H.P. Walliman states:—“I yesterday (January 17) received a large parcel from the club, containing comforts, etc, for No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  The majority of the men of that company are now with the No. 3 Tunnelling Company, and I have therefore handed the parcel and list for signatures to the adjutant for distribution.  I must thank you and the members of the club for sending the comforts.  They will be very much appreciated by the men, and are most welcome and useful in this climate.” 

Western Argus Tuesday March 20, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

A euchre party and dance will be held at the Caledonian Hall, Kalgoorlie, on March 22 by the Goldfields Women’s Club, to raise money to buy comforts for the Miners and Tunnelers’ Corps.  Professor Wessel is in charge of the music.

ITEMS OF NEWS

At the last meeting of the Goldfields Women’s Club, the secretary reported having received a large parcel of comforts for the Miners and Tunnellers Corps from the Half Way Progress Association and the ladies’ committee of the association.

Western Argus Tuesday April 3, 1917

MINERS AND TUNNELLERS

The secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club reports having received for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps parcels of gifts from Misses Burke, and Humbert (Boulder), Mrs David Edwards (Ora Banda); Mrs J. Boadley (Trafalgar), Mrs Elms (Lake Vine Lease), and from St Patrick’s committee, Piccadilly, per Mrs McInerney, £2 4/0.

A LADY’S LETTER

A dance, organised by the ladies of St Patrick’s committee, Piccadilly, was held on Thursday evening of last week to augment the funds to provide comforts for the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps.  A small coin was charged for admission, and the sum of £2 4/6 was raised.  The sum has been handed over to Mrs R.M. Jordan by Mrs McInerney, who was present at the gathering.  The committee propose to give these dances every month during the war.  By so doing they will greatly increase the funds of the M. & T. Corps.  Mr Healey officiated as M.C., while Mrs Eve McKee gave her services as pianist for the evening.  Mrs P. Ryan and Miss M. Daly were joint secretaries.

The Rev. C.L. Riley has every reason to congratulate himself upon the success of his efforts on behalf of the Trench Comforts Fund.  During his recent visit he renewed the enthusiasm of local workers, and allotted Boulder the 11th Battalion to work for, while Kalgoorlie are to do the same for the Tunnellers.

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S CLUB

A meeting was held at the Trades Hall on Thursday, when Mrs Borman presided over a good attendance.  After two new members proposed the secretary reported that parcels are still being sent by the club to the No. 1 Tunnellers Company each week, also that a parcel of gifts was received from Misses I. Jones and Hamilton of Halfway, to be sent to Captain Lawson, in addition to which a large parcel of finished work had been sent in to the St John Ambulance Sewing Circle.

Western Argus Tuesday April 10, 1917

WANTED

For the tunnellers, miners and kindred craftsmen are wanted.  In France, the Australia Tunnellers have made for themselves a name that will live when each private has returned to his native dust.

In infantry, cavalry (camels if you like), tunnellers or riflemen’s reinforcements we can find you a niche. Will you come?  Australia asks for an answer, and expects her loyal sons to give one in the affirmative. 

ITEMS OF NEWS

Trench Comforts Committee—A meeting of the Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Committee was held in Kalgoorlie at Thursday, the Mayoress, Mrs Davidson, presiding over a large audience.  The secretary reported that Mrs Brown, of Brown Hill, had promised one pair of socks or one shirt per week; that parcels of gifts had been received from Mrs Kent Williams, and Mrs Sims; that a euchre party and dance would be held at Brown Hill next Tuesday night, and a concert at the Caledonian Hall on April 25 for the fund.  It was then decided to hold a fair in September next.  Several stalls were at once arranged for, and any lady wishing to take one may inform the secretary before next meeting.  The ladies resolved to hold baby and most popular lady competitions for which nominations are to be taken at the next meeting.  The first street collection will be held on Saturday evening, April 21.  Several new members were enrolled, and £4 14/6 was collected at the meeting in donations and membership fees.

PATRIOTIC FUNDS

The raffle of a blood filly, presented for the benefit of the Trench Comforts Fund was drawn on Saturday at the Town Hall, and the winning number proved to be No. 472, held by Mr Dunstan, of the Denver City Hotel, Coolgardie.  The sum realised £50, which will be sent in equal sums of £10 each to the Tunnellers’ Corps and the 11th, 28th, 48th and 51st Battalions, A.I.F.

Western Argus April 17, 1917

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S CLUB

Held at Boulder on April 11.  The secretary reported that she had received a parcel of gifts for the Tunnellers from Mesdames Tyson and Jones and Miss Regan of Half-Way, that a large parcel of sewing had been finished and sent to the St John Ambulance sewing circle.  One 11lb parcel was still being sent to the No. 6 Tunnellers’ Corps every week by the club.

Western Argus Tuesday April 24, 1917

TRENCH COMFORTS WORK

TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday, when the Mayoress, Mrs H.W. Davidson, presided over a large attendance.  Master Jack Thompson handed in £12 5/ as the result of the concert recently organised by him in aid of the Comforts Fund.  The committee passed a hearty vote of thanks to Master Thompson, and both he and Miss Curran were made members of the committee.  The committee are sparing no efforts to augment the fund, and for this purpose buttons will be sold on Anzac Day (Wednesday next).  Several competitions have been organised, including “the Most Popular Lady,” baby competition (nominees to be two years of age or under), and popular boy and girl (three to seven years), for which good entries are reported.  Those desiring to nominate, for which the fee is 1/, may notify the secretary.  Gold medals will be awarded to the various winners.  The committee decided to issue a challenge to Miss Daisy Walsh, who polled the largest number of votes in the last most popular lady competition.  Membership fees, competition fees, and donations so far total £3 17/.  The secretary reported having received trench comforts from the following:—Brown Hill committee and Miss Bengley, parcels of comforts; Mrs Antony and Mrs Jones, socks; Mrs Bowen, cocoa.

A LADY’S LETTER

Parcels of comforts for the No. 6 Tunnellers’ Corp have also been received from the ladies’ committee of Half-way.  A euchre party and dance was held on April 10 by the ladies of Brown Hill in aid of the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps Trench Comforts fund.  The following gifts have been forwarded to the committee by Mesdames Brown and Parker—Six writing pads, six trench pads, two packets of envelopes, one tin of salmon, two tins of cocoa, one jelly, three packets of butterscotch, 10 packets of chewing gum, one Rex Cheese, eight cakes of soap, three tins of insectibano, one bottle of eucalyptus, 109 packets of cigarettes, one pair of socks, one pair of fisherman’s cuffs, one pair of kneecaps, one box of cigars, 20 tins of tobacco, one towel.  The sum of £4 16/ was collected to buy wool to be knitted into socks.

A weekly Saturday evening sewing bee was recently formed at Mrs Knowles residence “Ewah” 85 Varden-street.  The idea is to make “pretties” of all descriptions—children’s, infants’ and dolls’, millinery etc—for sale at various fetes in aid of Trench Comforts and the Tunnellers’ Corps.  Already a splendid start has been made, and an invitation is extended to any ladies or girls to come along and spend a pleasant and profitable evening, at the same time helping our brave men now in the thick of the war to keep warm and fit.  There must be many old evening frocks, brocades, and fancy scraps lying by in the bottom drawer which could be utilised to good purpose if their owners sent them along to Mrs Knowles or Mrs Butemont.  The apparently most useless ornaments, hat or piece of material, will form a thing of beauty under skilful treatment.  Orders may be left with either of the promoters for dainty hats, bags, etc.

Trench Comforts Work—The ladies of No. 1 Tunnellers’ Comforts Committee propose to take up a collection in Hannan-street, Kalgoorlie, to-night for the purpose of purchasing comforts to be despatched to the men of the Tunnelling Corps on active service.  In addition to monetary contributions, donations of socks, cigarettes, tobacco etc will be received.  No parcel can be despatched to an individual soldier, for the committee desire all members of the unit to be recipients of comforts.  Those townspeople who will contribute in kind are requested to enclose a note in their parcels for the information of the recipient. 

Western Argus Tuesday May 1, 1917

ITEMS OF NEWS

Goldfields Women’s Club meeting was held at the Trades Hall, Kalgoorlie, on Wednesday, Mrs Borman presiding over a large attendance of members.  A parcel of gifts for the No. 6 Tunnellers was received from Mrs Learmouth, per Miss O’Connor.  

TRENCH COMFORTS COLLECTION

As the result of the collection in aid of the Trench Comforts Fund in Hannan-street, Kalgoorlie on Saturday night by the No. 1 Tunnellers T.C. Committee, the secretary Mrs R.M. Jordan reports that £8 7/10 was credited to the fund, and in addition to this amount several parcels of comforts were received.  The committee has also received 40 pairs of hand knitted socks from the St John Ambulance Sewing Circle.  Among the donations received on Saturday were boxes of chocolates containing ‘dummy” blocks.  Had these not been noticed they would in due course been sent to the trenches and the recipients disappointment may be imagined.  Buyers of chocolates are asked to see that this does not occur.  The comforts committee are very pleased with the success attending their efforts.

Western Argus Tuesday May 8, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

On Wednesday, May 2, the newly formed Tunnellers Comfort Club held its first social evening at the banquet room of the Town Hall.  Cigarettes were collected in place of admission money.  It was a great success, despite the unfavourable weather, and games, dancing and singing helped to pass an enjoyable evening.  The Misses Murray and Pascal and Mr P. Johnstone contributed songs to the evening’s entertainment, and excellent music was provided by Mrs Ellis, pianist, and Mr Brooks, violinist.  The following gifts were received:—350 small packets of cigarettes, 19 large packets, and 4 tins of tobacco.  These gifts were duly handed to the Kalgoorlie Tunnellers’ Trench comfort fund for dispatch.  It is the intention of the club to hold these evenings monthly.  Mr Jack Cundell having promised to act as hon. M.C.

ITEMS OF NEWS

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday, the Mayor, Mr Davidson, presiding over a large attendance.  Fourteen nominations were received for the popular ladies’ competition.  The secretary reported that gifts had come from Miss Burton, of Kalgoorlie, Mr and Mrs McGregor, of Golden Ridge, The Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts club, Mrs Burton and a box of comforts from Coolgardie, per the Mayor Mr Davidson.  Master Jack Thompson sent a donation of £1 from the Caledonian society, Kalgoorlie, being a refund of hall rent.  Membership fees, donations and button money amounted to £49 /10/.  At the close of the meeting 17 pairs of socks and one ?(blurred) were received.

Western Argus Tuesday May 29, 1917

TUNNELLERS’ FUND

The secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ committee, Mrs Jordan has received from the Chamber of Mines a donation of £10 10/, from Misses Mackey and Scott’s social £2 1/2, and from a social held by Mesdames Fels, Newman and Galahar, £6 9/9½.  Members of the committee now desire small tins in which to pack sweets for the front. 

CENTRAL SEWING CIRCLE

Owing to a notice being received from the Perth Red Cross Society, to the effect that their commissioners intimate that at present no more pyjamas, shirts and socks are required by them, it has been decided to give all garments made to the General Trench Comforts Fund, of which Mrs Walter is secretary, and to the Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Fund, of which Mrs Jordan is secretary.  The usual contribution of 40 pairs of socks will be given this month to the Tunnellers, the pyjamas to the Perth Red Cross, as they will not be needed in the trenches, and the remainder to the general fund.  In the future the Circle will make shirts, socks, mufflers, Balaclavas, Cardigans and mittens, and handkerchiefs and washers to be put into the pockets of the garments, or any other garment required in the trenches.

The division wish to acknowledge help from the Bairds Co., McKenzie and Co., Brennan Bros., Mr Johnson, members of South Kalgoorlie Brigade Christian Science Sunday School, Mr H.W. Davidson, St John’s Vestry, Mr T. Clark, Mrs Quinn, Mrs Parton, Miss Roach, and Miss Boys.

Western Argus Tuesday June 19, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

At the invitation of Mesdames Boardley, Jones, and Toms, about 200 guests assembled at the Mechanics’ Institute, Trafalgar, on Wednesday last, when a very enjoyable evening was spent, euchre tournament being held.  The first prizes, which were donated by Messrs M. Fitzgerald and e. Collins, were won by Mrs Deeble and Mr Adams.  Booby prizes, donated by Mr Simpson, were won by Mrs Hunt and Mr B. Thorn.  Songs, recitations, and dancing helped to pass the hours until after midnight.  Mesdames Cormack, Harrington, Misses Black, Holt, Dobson, Lewison, Bartch, and Miss Loy Smith danced the Irish jig, and Mr W. Rowe contributed to the musical programme.  The accompaniments were played by Mesdames Lackey and Rodgers, Misses Downey, A. James, E. Jones, Mr W. Rowe and Mr Greig.  Mr Sheed moved a vote of thanks to those who so kindly donated the euchre prizes, and to the promoters, Mesdames Jones, Boardley, and Toms.  The sum of £8 0/3 will be divided between the 28th Battalion and the Miners and Tunnellers.

The No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee will meet at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall, at 8 o’clock to-night.  The mayoress, Mrs H. W. Davidson, will preside.  

Western Argus Tuesday June 26, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

The secretary of the Women’s League is in receipt of a letter from Major Darling, of the 28th Battalion, in France, thanking the women of the league for four more parcels for the boys of the 28th.  The secretary also wishes to thank Mesdames Jones, Boardley and Toms, for the sum of £3 12/4, half the proceeds of the dance held at Trafalgar on June 4.  They are handing a similar amount to the Tunnellers.  The members of the league intend holding a social and dance at the Boulder Town Hall on Saturday, June 23, the proceeds from which are to be spent in comforts for the soldiers of the 28th Battalion, in the trenches.  There are a lot of goldfield boys in the 28th, so the league hopes to have a good rally.

A most enjoyable evening was spent on June 7th, at the residence of Mrs A. Hawkins, on the occasion of their little daughter Enid’s birthday.  Musical items, songs and dancing were enjoyed during the evening.  The ever ready assistance of Mr Sargeant and his talented family, and Professor Wessel, added much to the evening’s enjoyment.  Supper was served in the dining-room, the tables being daintily decorated with flowers and flags.  Much credit is due to the little ones for the way in which they rendered their items.  Quite a large number of trench comforts was handed in to Mrs Jordan, secretary of the Kalgoorlie Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Fund.

Western Argus Tuesday July 3, 1917
TRENCH COMFORTS FUND

The Town Clerk of Kalgoorlie Mr G.E. Eccles, acknowledges receipt of donations; received from Mr C. Horsburgh, collected on the Trans-line, June 13 £7 12/10; do., June 23, £9 10/ (to be equally divided between Tunnellers and 11th Battalion.                                                                            Article abridged.

Western Argus Tuesday July 3, 1917

No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee—A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ committee will be held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall at 7.30 p.m. on June 28.  The Mayoress, Mrs W.H. Davidson will preside.

Western Argus Tuesday July 10, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

Mesdames Wylie and Henderson are arranging a euchre party and dance, to take place in the Town Hall on July 11, to raise funds for the refreshment stall for the Miners and Tunnellers Carnival.  There are six good prizes.  It is hoped Kalgoorlie people will roll up and help to make the affair a success.

On Monday, 16th inst, in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall, the Fyvie Dench Dramatic Company will stage the sparkling American 3-act comedy, “Are You Married!”  The proceeds are in aid of Gladys Cavell Pillage’s candidature in the most popular baby girl competition.  The Trench Comforts Fund for the No. 1 Tunnellers is to benefit by means of the competition, and the Town Hall should be packed.

On July 20 the No. 1 Tunnellers’ committee will hold a freak ball.  Prizes are to be given for the prettiest set, most original set, and the best carried out set.  The dress circle and stage will be available for spectators.  There will also be a novel guessing competition for the spectators, for which prizes are to be given.  There will also be preset “The Waybacks on our Selection.”  They are to arrive in their State carriage at the Kalgoorlie town Hall at 8 o’clock.

Mr Les Ginbey has made and donated a very choice miniature dining-room suite, to be raffled for votes for his son, Ina Ginbey, who has been entered for the popular boy competition in connection with the No. 1 Tunnellers Fair, to be held next month.

The Tunnellers’ Comfort Club wish to remind patrons that the plain and fancy dress Cinderella is to take place on Wednesday, July 18, at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall.  Three good prizes are to be awarded for the best set, most original lady, and most original gentleman.  Several little girls are going to sell home made sweets throughout the evening.  The Kalgoorlie Military Orchestra will provide excellent music.

Western Argus Tuesday July 17, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

A very enjoyable evening was spent at the residence of Mr and Mrs Arthur Hewitt, in aid of the Tunnellers.  Billiards and a euchre tournament were engaged in, and the prizes for the latter were won as follows:—Ladies: 1st, Mrs Mitchell, a box of toilet soap; 2nd, Miss McCarthy, pendant pencil.  Gentlemen: 1st Mr McCarthy, silver mounted pipe; 2nd Mr Blair, cigarette holder.  The guests were as follow:—Mr and Mrs Searle, Mr and Mrs Blair, Mr and Mrs Crosby, Mrs Mitchell, Mrs Shackles, Mrs Dight, Misses Shearing (2), Miss Wallace, Miss McCarthy, Mr Cobb, Mr J. McCarthy.  There was also a fortune teller.  A very pleasant evening was passed.  A parcel of gifts has been made up. 

At the No. 1 Tunnellers’ ball “Mum and Dad Rudd, of Ruddville” request the pleasure of the Kalgoorlie and Boulder public to attend the marriage ceremony of their daughter Kate, to Sandy Taylor, which takes place at the Kalgoorlie town Hall, Friday, July 20, 8 p.m. sharp.  Following the marriage ceremony, dancing will be indulged in.  Present received will be forwarded to the boys in the trenches.

Western Argus Tuesday July 24, 1917

NO 1 TUNNELLERS


A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Wednesday, when the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan, reported that the treasurer had that week cabled £100 to the No. 3 Tunnellers’ commissioner.  This made a total of £160 sent by the committee cable.  Nineteen cases of comforts had been sent away during that week.  It was desired that the ball to be held on July 20 should be a masked ball.  Gifts were received from Mrs A. Hewitt.  Cash donations were received from Mrs Cole, 18/6; Misses N. Greetly, Florry Armstrong, and Violet Robertson, East Kalgoorlie, £3, Girls’ Friendly Society (per Miss Conquest), £1 3/; the Brown Hill committee, £3 5/4; and Brown Hill Sunday afternoon, £1 1/.  Mr Pillage handed in £6 2/, secured by canvassing for votes for Gladys Pillage’s candidature in the popular baby competition.  The boys made collecting boxes for the use of the committee.  The total sum received since the previous meeting in membership fees, donations and competition voting was £29 3/.

A LADY’S LETTER

The Tunnellers’ grand novelty freak ball is to take place this evening in the Town Hall, Kalgoorlie.  Quite a number of novelties have been arranged for the entertainment of onlookers.

The Tunnellers’ Comfort Club held their monthly social in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Wednesday last, the evening on this occasion taking the form of a plain and fancy dress cinderella.  At 8.30 the Grand March took place, and during this the mayoress, Mrs H.W. Davidson, who acted as judge, made her selections from the numerous fancy-dressed couples who paraded the hall.  The prizes for the best set, and also the prettiest set, were awarded to the ‘Serbian Band,’ composed of the Misses Moccatti, Hawkins, Robertson (2), Hill, Morris, Cheek and Hughes.  These young ladies looked charming in their uniforms and carried out their parts to perfection.  The other prizes were awarded as follows:—Most Original couple (“Costers”), Mr and Mrs Pember; best dressed lady (“Queen of Hearts”), Miss Hardy; best-dressed gentleman (“The Black Prince”), Miss L. Williams.  Excellent music was provided during the evening by the Goldfields Military Orchestra, under the baton of Mr A. Henderson, and Mr J. Cundill carried out the duties of M.C. in an efficient manner.  Three little girls acted as sweets sellers and by their energy disposed of their baskets in a very short time.  Altogether the evening was a thorough success, and a creditable sum should be handed over to buy comforts for our tunnellers.  The prizes were donated by Messrs Hicks & Co., Madorsky, Gilbert, Bromley and others. 

Western Argus Tuesday July 31, 1917

ITEMS OF NEWS

No.1 Tunnellers’ Committee—The result of the No.1 Tunnellers’ Committee’s collection taken in Hannan-street on Saturday night was Miss Morgan’s box, £2 3/8½; Miss Conquest £1 6/7½; Miss Wellstead, £1 19/1; Miss McClelland 16/; Arthur Jordan 7/1; total £7 3/8.  The committee desire donations of tins for the package of lollies for forwarding to the front.  Tins may be left at the residence of Mrs Fimister or Mrs Davidson, or at the depot, Boulder-road.  The committee are calling for volunteer collectors from the Boy Scouts of the goldfields, to enable a collection to be made of tins and bottles for the package of Christmas gifts.  

Western Argus Tuesday August 7, 1917

WATCH DOGS FROM AUSTRALIA

TIRED AND WEARY

The Goldfields Women’s Club have received an acknowledgement from Sapper W. Govice, No. 6 Tunnellers’ Company, from France, dated March 3, for a parcel of comforts.

“Your hands of friendship,” he wrote, “reached us on the battlefields of France, where our boys are tired and weary from long fighting in the trenches.  All through the cold, cold winter, knee-deep in slush and snow, the watchdogs from Australia keep watching our German foe.  Many thanks from the boys.”

A LADY’S LETTER

The General Birdwood Fair takes place on the Kalgoorlie Oval on August 29, under the auspices of the Tunnellers’ committee, who will make it a big event, and all the money will be cabled to London to put Christmas comforts for our boys in the trenches.  Buttons bearing General Birdwood’s portrait are now being sold for 1/, and they admit to the ground.

Western Argus Tuesday August 14, 1917

A LADY’S LETTER

The General Birdwood Fair, which is being arranged to provide comforts for the No.1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers, is going to be a huge success.  What with competitions, limericks, flowing to be a merry time on the 29th.  If you are handy at making sweets you can win a prize of 10/6—that is if the judges like yours best—by entering 1lb. of you very best effort, and leaving them for the judges at Miss Davey’s fancy shop in Hannan-street by Monday, the 27th.  Place your name in a sealed envelope with the sweets, which, by the way, will afterwards be sold at the lolly stall.  Unfortunately on account of the floods and washaways, the Limerick cards are not yet available, but that need not hinder you getting your limerick ready.  Remember, it must be some reference to General Birdwood.  How about the following:—




There was a great leader of fame,




From the Land of our Fathers he came,




But we don’t care a jot




If he’ been here or not,




He’s an Anzac, all right, just the same.

Western Argus Tuesday August 21, 1917

ITEMS OF NEWS

No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee—The secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Trench comforts committee reports having received from the Dog and Poultry Society, per Mr J. Harris, the sum of £31, the proceeds of the show recently held.  The receipt of socks from the following is also acknowledged—Cooee Knitting Circle, per Mrs Edwards, 40 pairs, Busy Bee, per Mrs Richards, 27 pairs; St John Ambulance Society, 100 pairs.  The committee have already despatched 600 Christmas boxes for the troops.

Western Argus Tuesday August 28, 1917

TUNNELLERS, PIONEERS AND ENGINEERS

GENERAL BIRDWOOD FETE

The collection taken up in Hannan-street on Saturday night by members of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers Trench Comforts Committee totalled £3 11/6.  The secretary of the committee acknowledges the receipt of a parcel of gifts for the No. 4 Pioneers from Mrs Mitchell, Burt-street, Boulder, also the receipt of books from the Waterfall State School.

At the General Birdwood fete, which will be held on August 29, prizes will be given for the best home-made buns, scones and bread.  The entrance fee will be the donation of the article made.  The articles entered must be left at the secretary’s office, under the grandstand of the recreation Reserve, Kalgoorlie, between 3 and 4 o’clock on the day of the fete.  An attraction of the fair will be the running of a camel race, for which camels have been lent to the committee by the Water Supply Department.

Miss Welstead acknowledges having received the following donations for her sweets stall—Mrs Frances, sugar; Mrs Elliott, almonds; Mrs McMillan, mixed nuts.

In connection with the competitions, the latest figures are:- Popular Lady  Competition—Soldier’s Washerwoman, 2301; Soldier’s Mother, 1743; Soldier’s Cousin 1320; Soldier’s Sister, 1254; Soldier’s Wife 1200; Soldier’s Daughter 972, Sister Susie, 300.

Baby girl Competition—Baby Pillage 5092; Baby Jordan, 240; Baby Eccles, 160.  Popular boy—Ian Ginbey, 2400.

MINERS AND TUNNELLERS’

The art union under the auspices of the Goldfields Women’s Club, in aid of the Miners and Tunnellers’ Corps, was drawn on Saturday evening, in front of the House of Brennan, under the supervision of Mr E.R. Brown.  The result was as follows:—1st Prize, suit of clothes, valued £6 6/, donated by Mr A. Spoors, won by G Ross, Lake View, No. 677; 2nd prize, a parcel of drapery, valued at £1 1/, donated by the House of Brennan, won by T. O’Connor, Court House, Kalgoorlie, No. 1302; 3rd prize, a large bottle of champagne, won by “Fraser”, Boulder, No. 1907.  These prizes can be obtained on application at the House of Brennan, Kalgoorlie.  The amount raised is about £50 in money and goods, and will be forwarded to the Tunnellers.

A general meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’, Pioneers and Engineers’ Trench Comforts Committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday, when the mayoress, Mrs H.W. Davidson, presided.  The secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan, reported that the students of the Goldfields High School had arranged a tennis tournament, to be held on the afternoon of the General Birdwood fete.  The donation of 10 pairs of socks by the Wattle Blossom Circle was inadvertently omitted form the list of those who responded to the Christmas appeal.  The amount of subscriptions, donations and competition votes collected at the meeting was £27 12/9.

Western Argus Tuesday September 4 1917

GENERAL BIRDWOOD DAY

TRIBUTE TO THE ANZACS

APPEAL FOR TRENCH COMFORTS






To the leader of the Anzacs,






Who inscribed Australia’s name,






By deeds of deathless glory,






On Britannia’s scroll of fame,






This day is dedicated,






Let us help and comfort bring






To the Tunnellers and Miners,






In the fight for Home and King.






To the Anzacs and their leader,

Who, on grim Gallipoli,






The Ensign with the Cross unfurled,






From out the Southern Sea,






Australia’s thanks and gratitude,






Though their bones afar may lie,






They made of us a Nation,






And their work shall never die.









T.W.W.

GENERAL BIRDWOOD FETE

MAGNIFICENT SUCCESS

Splendid and creditable was the response given by the people of Kalgoorlie to the appeal for funds yesterday afternoon and evening in the Kalgoorlie Recreation reserve, where the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers Trench Comforts committee worked busily for the success of the General Birdwood fete.  For weeks past energetic members of the committee had given all their attention to the undertaking, and these ladies in their turn received offers from willing workers, with the result that the enormous amount of work naturally arising was well distributed.

The oval itself presented a gay and pleasing spectacle.  Seven stalls containing articles of a miscellaneous nature were scattered over the grounds, and a busy throng of purchasers was continually in evidence, both throughout the afternoon and evening.  The first structure to meet the eye on entering was Mesdames James and Shaw’s “Apron” Stall, following which one could see Mrs Outbush’s flower stall, Mrs Milton Harvey’s fancy stall, Miss Wellstead’s sweets stall, Miss Halkyard’s cake and produce stall (St John Ambulance), Mesdames Kelleher and Waller’s trench comforts stall, Mesdames Kirkwood and McClelland’s jumble stall.  In addition to these Mrs Haig’s gypsy and brown paper stall were noticeable.  Articles of every description imaginable were disposed of by the respective stall-holders, and during the evening business became exceedingly brisk.  Each stall had its own bevy of young ladies with articles to raffle, and the young man who managed to escape without purchasing a ticket was fortunate.  Effectiveness was added to the display by the gay and dainty costumes worn by the assistants.

A feature of the afternoon’s programme was a hockey match between the Y.A.L. girls and the returned soldiers.  The former proved too agile and cunning for our warriors. However, the latter fought with that tenacity which has always characterised the British soldier, and rallied their ranks again and again, only to be defeated by the maidens by three goals to two.

Other attractions were a goat race, won by Gawdie’s ‘Heather”; nail driving competitions, for both ladies and gentlemen, and pony, donkey, and camel rides for the children.  The latter enjoyed themselves as they have seldom done before; and the experiences of the afternoon led them to crave for the permission of their parents to attend again in the evening.

Despite the somewhat chilly evening, the public responded with that generosity which has become a characteristic of the goldfields people.  Excellent arrangements had been made for lighting the ground with electricity, and well-known citizens gave their whole-hearted support to make the evening a thorough success.  The Kalgoorlie Brass Band rendered selections and interspersed with these were other musical items.  The camel race, in which the animals raced under non-deplumes such as “Good as Gold”, “Don’t Argue,” “Baldy,” “Bargain Sale,” “Surrey Night Cap,” etc., proved a great attraction for both children and elders alike.  The animals were manipulated with skill by their drivers, and raced round the circle with thrilling effect, especially for the youngsters.

Of no insignificance was an auction sale under the control of Mr Philpott.  Useful articles were quickly disposed of to an eager audience, and the sum of £6/16/5 was thus realised.

Side shows included an Aunt Sally, around which an enthusiastic crowd of youth gathered, and spent their silver in trying to knock the pipe from Sally’s mouth; gipsy dips for the youngsters, and character reading for those disposed to hear of their future welfare.  Mrs Wylie’s refreshment rooms were a welcome retreat from the busy throng in the centre of the grounds.  

It is impossible to give an estimate of the sum which will be raised, but when all the stalls, which, by the way, sold practically all they had to offer, hand in their money, the result should be a very creditable one indeed.  The results of the numerous raffles will be made known as soon as the drawings are completed.

The fete workers have the satisfaction of knowing that through their efforts the men on whose behalf they have worked will benefit to a considerable extent.  Great praise is due to the secretary and treasurer of the committee, Mrs R.M. Jordan and Mrs J.W. Fimister respectively, who bore their share of the work in a creditable manner.

Western Argus Tuesday September 11, 1917

GENERAL

Central Sewing Circle: The work is divided between the General and the Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Fund.  One hundred and twenty pairs of hand-made socks were recently given to the Tunnellers’ committee for the Christmas boxes.  Members of the circle will meet at the rooms this evening.

Western Argus Tuesday October 2, 1917

TUNNELLERS’ PIONEERS AND ENGINEERS

The secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers Committee Mrs R.M. Jordan, acknowledged the receipt of the following donations:—From Misses King and Matheson, £11 18/; proceeds of dance; Mr C. Walsh, £1 1/; Tunnellers’ Comfort Club, £3 2/6; Mr Wellstead, £1; Miss Beattie, wallet notebook; Mr Morris Mulchinaugh, free carting for the General Birdwood Fete.

COMMITTEE METING

A meeting of the No.1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday evening, the mayoress, Mrs H.W. Davidson, presiding.  It was moved that £300 be cabled at once to the Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers, so that each unit would have £100 for Christmas comforts.  The following raffles were drawn by the mayoress:—Mrs Feutrill’s £1 note; No. 63, won by Dorothy Mill, Hay-street; Mrs Kirkwood’s gold brooch, No. 84, Mrs Vincent, Oberthur-street; Mrs James tray cloth, No 86, Mrs Hallan; Mrs Pillage’s doll, No. 36, Mrs Archer; pillow sham, No. 21, Mrs Olds; hatpin stand, No. 4, Margaret Hocking, 715 Robert-street; case of ale, No. 31, E. Farise, 7 Cotter-street; camisole, No. 68, Mrs James, Bourke-street; Misses Matheson and King’s cushions, 1st prize, No. 211, Mrs Fowles; 2nd prize, No. 252, Charles McKinley; 3rd prize, No. 212, Miss B. Fowles.  Master Willie Shaw refunded the prize of £1 10/ given to him for selling the greatest number of Birdwood buttons.  Moneys received in fees, votes, buttons, and donations amounted to £20 14/4½.  Mrs Eccles acknowledges the following donations received by her for the General Birdwood Fete;—Mr Hammer, case of oranges; Mrs Ehlers, case of fruit; Mrs W. Edwards, case of fruit; Paddy’s Market, six cases of fruit; Mrs Davidson, two cases of fruit; anonymous, case of fruit; Mr George Harvey, case of fruit; Mr George Harvey, young pig; Somerville Poultry Farm, 10 doz. eggs; Mrs Robertson, two palms, Mrs Sedgley, two cakes.

11th BATTALION COMFORTS

A list of contributions for Trench Comforts for the 11th Battalion and Tunnellers, collected on the trans-Australian line by Mr C. Horsburgh on pay days 124, 125 and 126.  List of gang’s donations not transcribed.

Western Argus Tuesday October 16, 1917

TUNNELLERS, PIONEERS AND ENGINEERS

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday, the mayoress presiding.  The committee decided to give as much assistance as possible to make Button Day, on November 9, a success.  Mr Woodhead donated £1 worth of printing matter to the fund.  Mrs Cook’s d’oyley was drawn for by the mayoress, and was won by No. 89 (Tom Jones).  The sum of £2 7/6, the proceeds of a dance at East Kalgoorlie, was received from Mrs A. McIvor.  The treasurer reported that the balance sheet of the General Birdwood fete would be ready by next meeting.  Moneys collected at meeting totalled £17 6/8.

The children’s dining set (table and chairs), shown at Mr Richards’ window, in McKenzie’s Buildings, and the miniature suite, at Fimister’s, made by Messrs E. and L. Ginbey respectively, will be drawn for at Mrs J.W. Nelson’s plain and fancy dress dance and variety evening, concluding the fete, on October 11, in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall.

Western Argus Tuesday October 30, 1917

TRENCH COFFEE STALL FUND

SCHEME FOR ASSISTANCE

BUSINESS HOUSE COMPETITIONS

The No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Committee, which is one of the branches of the Trench Comforts Fund, have inaugurated a special “Coffee Stall” appeal.  It is proposed to have a competition, commencing on Monday (today), for the most popular business house in Hannan and Maritana streets, the successful competitor to be known as the most popular trader, or grocer, and so on.  Hotels, picture shows, jewellers, produce merchants, auctioneers, tobacconists, teashops, fruiterers, fancy goods shops, chemists, clothiers, boot shops, tailors, dressmakers, stationers, eating houses, photographers, painters, florists, hardware, music shops, boot repairers, shipping offices, confectioners, etc, are asked to co-operate and appoint secretaries to deal with the votes recorded.  The results will be published in the “Kalgoorlie Miners” weekly, and should arouse considerable excitement.  Each winner will be presented with a certificate for exhibition.  The entrance fee is 2/6.

Letters from the Front followed.

The Mayoress, Mrs H.W. Davidson, is president of the committee.  Mrs R.M. Jordan secretary, and Mrs J.W. Fimister treasurer.

No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee—The secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench Comforts Committee report that Mr F.C. Cowle has donated to the committee the prize won by him in the limerick competition.  Mr F.R. Brown has also returned the amount of his second prize.  The following work has been received from the Brown Hill committee: Seven pairs of socks, two pairs of gloves, and one cap.  The winning number of the cushion presented by Mrs Pillage was 198, not 192, as previously stated.

Western Argus Tuesday November 6, 1917

TUNNELLERS’ FUND

In aid of the No. 1 Tunnellers, the ladies of Brown Hill held a very successful euchre party and dance, from which the takings amounted to £4 11/, and there was a donation 5/ from Miss Huntington and 2/6 from Mrs Wharton.  The ladies’ prize was won by Mrs McGrath, and the gentlemen’s Mr Hood.  The booby prizes, given by Mrs Jenkins and Mrs Mathews, fell to Miss Hoskins and Mr Dally.  The music was supplied by Mesdames McGrath and Parker and Misses Lyons and Downey.  Mr McGrath acted as M.C.

Mrs Horrocks, of Austral-street, Kalgoorlie, celebrated the 13th birthday of her son, Chris, on Saturday by holding a gift afternoon in Victoria Park and a picture party in the evening, to provide comforts for the No. 3 Tunnelling Company.  There were present Mesdames Munday, Douglas, McDonald, Misses Bright, Jardine, Eastwood, Douglas, Fern and Bordoni, and about 20 of the boy’s mates.  Games were indulged in by the children until tea was served.  A nice assortment of gifts was received.

TUNNELLERS COMMITTEE

The secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench Comforts Committee reports the receipt from Mrs Lewis of £1 8/9, the proceeds of a sale of gifts by the children of the Parkestown school.  From the Tunnellers’ Club the sum of £1 5/, the result of a social evening has been received; while the Young People’s Society, per Ken. Stanley, has forwarded 3/6.  Mrs Nelson acknowledges the following donations to the concert organised by her to close the General Birdwood Fete:—Mr Cavalier and Mr Griggs, 10/6 each; Mr Tonkin, 10/; and Mrs Allwood, 8/.  The winner of the crochet mats raffled was Mrs Wothley, while Miss Molly Morton secured the pin cushion. 

Western Argus Tuesday November 13, 1917

TUNNELLERS, PIONEERS AND ENGINEERS

The following cablegram was received on Thursday from Colonel Sanderson, of the 3rd Australian Tunnellers:—“Tunnellers’ Western Australia remittance, £300 received on behalf Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers. Many thanks for splendid Xmas gift.  Letter following. Sanderson, 3rd Australian Tunnellers.

Western Argus Tuesday November 13, 1917

MEETING OF COMMITTEE

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Friday, the mayoress presiding.  The secretary reported that a cablegram had been received from Colonel Sanderson saying that he had received the £300 sent by the committee for Christmas comforts.  A very fine parcel of white wool was received from the Spinning Association, Perth.  It was spun by their committee, and sent to Miss Wellstead as a donation to the tunnellers’ committee.  Many of the Perth tunnellers’ wives are members of the Spinning Association.  The donation was received with thanks.  The Brown Hill committee, per Mrs McPherson, handed in £4 12/3, the result of a social evening, also 13 pairs of socks and one cap.  Mrs M.E. Love, of Laverton, wrote that she had sent to Mrs H.W. Davidson a parcel of gifts, the result of an evening at her house.  The secretary reported that the winning Limericks in connection with the General Birdwood fete had been sent on to General Birdwood.

The popular business house competition in aid of trench coffee stalls is to start as soon as the popular girl competition closes.  Nominations already in are—Edwards Bros, (produce merchants), Mrs Paterson (Surry Hotel), Municipal Markets, Mr P. Hansen’s Markets, Salinger’s novelty shop, and Wigg and Co.  The competition is for every business house in Hannan and Maritana streets.

Money collected since last meeting totalled £22 10/.

Western Argus Tuesday November 27, 1917

TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

The secretary of the No. 1 Tunneller, Pioneers and Engineers’ trench Comforts Committee reports the receipt from Mrs Lewis of £1 8/9, the proceeds of a sale of gifts by the children of the Parkestown School.  From the Tunnellers’ Club the sum of £1 5/-, the result of a social evening has been received: while the Young People’s society, per Ken. Stanley, has forwarded 3/6.  Mrs Nelson acknowledges the following donations to the concert organised by her to close the General Birdwood Fete:—Mr Cavalier and Mr Griggs, 10/6 each; Mr Tonkin, 10/: and Mrs Allwood, 8/.  The winner of the crochet mats raffle was Mrs Wothley, while Miss Molly Morton secured the pin cushion. 

A LADY’S LETTER

The ladies of Brown Hill held a most enjoyable euchre party and dance, at which the ladies’ prize was won by Mrs Cressy, who handed it the No. 1 Tunnellers’.  The Gentleman’s prize was won by Mr Wilson.  The boobies were Miss Hornhardt and Mr Blacker, who received gifts presented by Mrs Parker and Mrs Pillage.  The music for the dance was supplied by Mrs McGrath, Miss Downing and Mr Blacker.  Mr A. Taylor acted as M.C.  The result from the evening was £2 14/6, which was handed to the No. 1 Tunnellers.

Western Argus Tuesday November 27, 1917

TUNNELLERS, PIONEERS AND ENGINEERS

In connection with the Popular Business House competition organised by the Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts committee, the following additional nominations have been received: Mr J. Stevenson’s Crown Hotel, Mr Duff (baker), Mr B Concanen (grocer), Mr Edmunds (tobacconist), Mr Jacoby (painter), Miss Davey (news agent), Barclay and Sharland (news agents, Adelaide Tailoring Co., and O’Loughlin and Freeman (painters).

The secretary reports the receipt of the following donations:—Mrs Ball, Kanowna, £3 0/6 (sale of coffee, stall buttons), and Mrs Adams, Gwalia £6 10/ (coffee stall appeal); Mrs Argyle forwarded £1 16/, making a total of £4 8/, received in connection with the knitting of a pair of socks, which will be forwarded to General Birdwood.

TUNNELLERS, PIONEERS AND ENGINEERS

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Trench Comforts committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on November 15.  Donations were received from the following—St John Ambulance association, 40 pairs of socks; Mrs Sparrow; 12/, and Mrs Willis, per Mrs Nelson, 10/.  The appeal made on behalf of the Trench Coffee Stall fund on Saturday has resulted in £41 15/6 being added to the fund.  The total proceeds of the appeal have not yet been received.  Misses Wellstead and Ficken made a special effort on behalf of the fund, and have forwarded to the treasurer £9 4/3.  A deck chair was received from Mr Blaxton, and it will be raffled.  The flowers donated by Mr McIvor were won by Mr Pettit, who held ticket No. 80.  In connection with the popular business house competition the secretary reported that all the street had not been canvassed, but 65 nominations had been received.

Western Argus December 4, 1917

GENERAL

The ex-Mayor and Mayoress of Kalgoorlie, Mr and Mrs H.W. Davidson, took their departure by the express for Perth on Saturday evening on their way to spend a holiday in the eastern States.  Prior to the departure of the train several lady members of the Tunnellers Trench Comforts Fund committee waited upon Mrs Davidson and presented her with a golden ‘T” badge as a souvenir of her association with the committee, since it inception, in the capacity of president, Mrs J.W. Fimister, who was deputised to make the presentation, did so with a few appropriate words, and Mrs Davidson made a suitable acknowledgement.

Western Argus Tuesday December 11, 1917

PATRIOTIC WORK

POPULAR HOUSE COMPETITION

In connection with the Popular Business House Competition, which has been organised by the Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Committee in aid of the Coffee Stall Fund, the following nominations have been received:  Newsagents—Hocking and Co, Wigg and Co., Barclay and Sharland, Salinger, Miss Davey and Mazzucchelli.

Refreshment Rooms—Albany Bell (two shops), and Elsbury.

Cafes—Miss Smyth, Mrs McIvor, the New Maison Dore, and the Japan Oyster Saloon.

Chemists, Trouchet, Brough, J. Boileau, Kelly and Co., and J.L. Hinde.

Tailors—Gus Wall, J. Menzies, A. Spoors, Walters, Max Green, and the Adelaide Tailoring Co.

Painters—O’Loughlin and Freeman and Jacoby.

Fruit Shops—Gilbert, Blake, Ehlers, and Taylor

Confectionery—North and David.

Jewellers—Winch and Bromley.

Tobacconists—Hopkinson, Reeg, Stevens, Edmonds and Neal.

Boot Shops—White, Ezywalkin, Imperial and Walkfast.

Hotels—Palace, Exchange, Surrey, Crown, York, Oriental and Kalgoorlie.

Grocers—Fimister and Co., Concanen, James and Hehir.

Music—Dobbie and Nicholson.

Florist—Robinson.

Baker—Duff.

Mercers—Griggs, Freedman.

Furniture—Wellsman.

Markets—Municipal Markets, P. Hansen.

Butcher—Gowan.

Produce—Edwards and Richards.

The competition opened on December 1, and will close eight weeks later.

Donations for the fund have been received from Saunders and Co., 5/; Edwards, auctioneer, £11/; Sommer and Charlwood, bakers, £1.

Western Argus Tuesday December 11, 1917

TRENCH COMFORT FUNDS

The following is a list of contributions for trench comforts for the 11th Battalion and Tunnelling units collected on the trans-Australian line by Mr C. Horsburgh:--Power’s gang, 3/; Wilson’s gang, 10/; Thwaite’s gang, 10/; R. Luckets, 3/;  Quigley’s gang, 9/; Lamb’s gang, 8/; Lowe’s gang, 9/; Lamb’s gang 12/; Liston’s gang, 15/; Davies’ gang, 16/; J. Reidy, 2/; W. Dann, 2/; Lindsay’s gang 5/; Pinner’s gang, 8/; O. Wittorff, 9/; Harris, 4/; Anglesey’s gang, 6/; O. Wilde, 6/; H. Kneale’s gang, 10/; James McDade, 6/; Dewar’s gang, 16/; T. Morrisey, 4/; Barron’s gang, 6/; C.P. Simmons, 10/; J. Allford, 1/; total £9 1/; previously collected, £132 10/4; grand total £141 11/4.

Western Argus Tuesday December 18, 1917

POPULAR BUSINESS HOUSE

In connection with the Popular Business House competition,, which has been organised by the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Committee, the following is the first record of voting:—Ehler’s fruit shop 240; Albany Bell (tea rooms), 220; Mr Waller (tailor) 198; Mr Reeg, (tobacconist), 360.

Western Argus Tuesday December 25, 1917

ITEMS OF NEWS

Tunnellers’ Committee—A meeting of the No. 1 tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench Comforts Committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on December 13, when a welcome was extended to the mayoress, Mrs B. Leslie.  It was decided that Mrs Leslie be made patroness of the committee.  A letter was received from the Victoria League, thanking the committee for the effort made on button Day, and thanking the Brown Hill committee in connection with the same work.  The special effort for the coffee stall appeal resulted in the amount of £8 6/6 being credited to the fund.  A donation of £2 2/ was received form the Sons of Gwalia mine.  The treasurer Mrs Fimister, presented the balance-sheets of the General Birdwood Fete and of the fund.  The latter sheet showed that the amount collected since the initiation of the fund last April totalled £1438 9/1.  The money received at the meeting aggregated £21 15/4.  The secretary reported that four cases of socks were ready for despatch.  It was decided to take up a street collection in aid of the funds of the committee on Christmas eve.

A LADY’S LETTER

The ladies of Brown Hill held a very enjoyable euchre evening on the 18th.  The prizes were won by Mrs Turner and Mr Alex Taylor, the gentlemen’s prize (given by Mrs Wharton).  The boobies were won by Mrs Parker and Mr J. Taylor, given by Mrs Jenkins and Mrs Mathews.  The music was supplied by Mrs McGrath and Mrs Parker, Mr Keogh acted as M.C.  The proceeds will be paid over to the No. 1 Tunnellers. 

Western Argus Tuesday January 8, 1918

NO. 1 TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

The secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench Comforts committee reports having received parcels of comforts from Lucy and Reita Wheeler and Bella Taylor, the result of a social held in the South Kalgoorlie Hall, and from the Brown Hill committee, who also forwarded three pairs of socks.  As the result of the Christmas Eve street collection the fund has been augmented by £14 4/8½.

Western Argus Tuesday January 22, 1918

NO. 1 TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench comforts committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on January 10, when the treasurer reported that £100 had been cabled to the Comforts Commissioner in England for the purchase of New Year gifts for the men in the trenches.  The Imperial Boot Shop raffle was drawn, the holder of ticket No. 28 Mrs E. Hunt, proving the winner.  The committee will be pleased to receive small pieces of fancy muslins or silks for the making of Lucky Bag Day.  The material can be left with the treasurer, Mrs Firmister, or at the depot, Boulder-road.

Western Argus Tuesday February 5, 1918

PATRIOTIC WORK

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench Comforts Committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on January 24.  The secretary reported having received from the Brown Hill committee £2 3/9 and finished garments; and from the Sons of Gwalia G.M. £2 2/.  On account of the intervention of the Christmas Holidays it was decided to extend the time of the Popular Business House competition to Feb 28, when a concert will be held to finalise the effort. Money taken at the meeting totalled £16 11/.

Western Argus Tuesday February 19, 1918

Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers Committee—A meeting of the committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on February 7.  The secretary reported having received from Mr Broadburst a donation of £2 2/ for the Coffee Stall fund.  On February 28 the final of the business house competition will be marked by a concert in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall.  The entertainment is in charge of Mrs J. Nelson.  The raffle to dispose of the potatoes given by Mr Ehlers was drawn by the mayoress, the winner being Mr Marks.  Sums collected at the meeting mounted to £22 10/.  The committee will be pleased to receive any pieces of silk or muslin to make bags for Lucky Bag Day.

Western Argus Tuesday February 26, 1918

ITEMS OF NEWS

Popular business House Competition—The final of the competition for Popular Business Houses will take the form of a social to be held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Feb. 28.  The drawing of the raffle of boots on behalf of White’s Boot Shop resulted in E. Bates, of Boulder, winning with No. 252.  The white rabbit raffled by Miss Ida Baker, Egan-street, with No. 40.

Western Argus Tuesday March 5, 1918

PATRIOTIC WORK

TRENCH COMFORTS

The sum of £8 12/11 has been received from the pay officer, trans-Australian railway, 50 per cent being for Trench Comforts, Tunnellers and Pioneers, and 50 per cent for 11th Battalion Trench Comforts Fund.  Following is a list of contributors: Thwaite’s gang, 14/6; Davis’ gang, 4/; Pinner’s gang, 5/; Anglesey’s gang, 4/; Donne’s gang, 4/; Barron’s gang, 5/4; Dewar’s gang, 17/; Dice’s gang, 1/3; Hocking’s gang, £1; J. Gillespie’s gang, 2/5; Monteith’s gang, 2/4; Phelan’s gang, 1/; E. Ryan’s gang, £1; Moriarty’s gang, 5/8; J. Ryan’s gang, 4/1; Murray’s gang, 2/; Pascall’s gang, 6/6; J. McGee’s gang, 7/; Lindsay’s gang; 3/; Corti’s gang, 1/3; Kneale’s gang, 1/; Wilde’s gang 5/;W. Lewis’ gang 1/; T. Pick, 1/; J. Liesfield, 2/; J. Fox 3/; Lowe’s gang, £1 0/8; Lamb’s gang 3/11; Quigley’s gang, 5/; total, £8 12/11.

A LADY’S LETTER

A big art union of an unusual character is being arranged to be conducted in connection with a Lucky Bag Day at an early date in aid of the Trench Comforts Fund of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers committee. Dainty bags containing a ticket in the art union are to be sold from a shilling upwards, but to make the number that it is considered will be necessary a great deal of material is required.  Mrs Milton Harvey, who has consented to take full charge of the bags, will be pleased to receive scraps of material, or, better still, the bags ready made, which may be left for her at Hocking and Co’s, Hannan-street Kalgoorlie, or 55 Hanbury-street.

BUSINESS HOUSE COMPETITION

RESULT OF VOTING

The curtain was rung down at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday upon the business house competition, instituted by Mrs R.M. Jordan (hon. Secretary) and a committee of ladies, for the purpose of augmenting the Coffee Stall Fund.  The proceeds are to be devoted towards the comfort of our boys on active service.  The final voting to determine the most popular business houses, both generally and in several industrial sections, took place under the supervision of the Mayor of Kalgoorlie, Mr B. Leslie, Crs. F.A. Launder, and A.G. Philpott, and Messrs W. Moran and C.E. Eccles.  The three houses which receive the highest number of votes were announced as follows:-


Archie Spoors, tailor, 18,565.


Albany Bell, 

14, 945.


White’s Shoe Store,
11,268.

When the time came for the announcement of results and the presentation of certificates to the winners in the several sections of the competitions, the mayor took occasion to congratulate the promoters, organisers and all helpers alike upon the outcome of their efforts to ameliorate the toll of those brave fellows who ventured their lives in the defence of King, country civilisation, and human progress.  The total voting for the business houses had realised the large sum of £339 1/10, whilst it was anticipated that the total would be raised to £370 by the proceeds from other sources.  This would represent a substantial contribution to the fund, inasmuch as the expenses were comparatively trifling.

Among the raffles which were drawn last night were the following—Touchet’s dressing case, ticket No. 315 (Kurrawang); Sharland’s doll, 726; Walkfast Boot Store prizes, 86 (1), 78 (2), 64 (3); and Archie Spoors’ “socks” 119.

A dance programme was carried through, under the direction of Mr J. Dillon as M.C., Mrs Troupe acting as pianiste, and was supplemented by vocal and elocutionary items.  Mr and Mrs F.R. Brown took part in the duet, Mr Sandy Patterson gave a song, Mr W. Moran furnished specialities, Professor Wessell obliged with instrumental music and Cr Gus Wall sang.  Mrs B.F. Lawson played the accompaniments.

Western Argus Tuesday March 5, 1918

TRENCH COMFORTS

The sum of £8 12/11 has been received from the pay officer, trans-Australian railway, 50 per cent being for Trench Comforts, Tunnellers and Pioneers, and 50 per cent for 11th Battalion Trench Comforts Fund.  A list followed of the amounts contributed by each gang.

A LADY’S LETTER

A big art union of an unusual character is being arranged to be conducted in connection with a Lucky Bag Day at an early date in aid of the Trench Comforts Fund of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers committee.  Dainty bags containing a ticket in the art union are to be sold from a shilling upwards, but to make the number that it is considered will be necessary a great deal of material is required.  Mrs Milton Harvey, who has consented to take full charge of the bags, will be pleased to receive scraps of material, or, better still, the bags ready made, which may be left for her at Hocking and Co’s, Hannan-street, Kalgoorlie, or 55 Hanbury-street.

ITEMS OF NEWS

Comforts for the Trenches—The secretary for the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Committee reports that a donation of £2 2/ has been received from the sons of Gwalia mine for trench comforts.  Omitted from yesterday’s list of votes for the Popular Business House Competition was the name of Mr Gus Wall, tailor, whose votes number 1660.

Western Argus Tuesday March 12, 1918

NO. 1 TUNNELLERS

Several raffles were drawn by the mayoress, Mrs Leslie, at the last meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee, and resulted: Mr Jacoby’s picture, No. 15, Urquhart, Kalgoorlie; Mrs Milton Harvey’s picture frame, No. 159, Miss Bennett; Mr Mazzuchelli’s dressing case, No. 62, Mrs Ray; deck chair, No. 157, 54a Clancy-street, Boulder.  The “Walkfast” guessing competition was won by Mrs Millen.

PATRIOTIC WORK

COFFEE STALL FUND

The secretary of the Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Committee has received the following donations towards the trench Coffee Stall Fund: Mr J. Dillon, £1 1/; Mr Peter Hansen, £2 2/; Messrs O’Hara and Gills, £1 1/.

Western Argus Tuesday March 19, 1918

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S CLUB

Miss O’Connor has received a letter from Sergeant Michael J. Murphy, in France thanking the Goldfields women’s Club for a parcel of gifts forwarded to the No. 6 Tunnellers Co., and the following are the names of the men who benefited: Cpl A. Salvador, Driver W. Jenkinson, Spr J.J. Kurwan (No. 1002), Cpl J.S. Hodgers (No. 592), Spr A. Dodds, W.J. Thomas, H.J. Williams, A. Alcock, (No. 6), J. McGillvary, D. Murray, J.P. Meads, W. Pendrugh, T.K. Bushell, Spr H.R. Proctor (No. 4214), Sgt H.M.J. Murphy (No. 2 Co).

ITEMS OF NEWS

No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee—A meeting of the Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday evening last, the Mayoress, Mrs Leslie, presiding.  A vote of thanks was carried to the town clerk, Mr Eccles, for his assistance to the committee during the absence of the treasurer.  In connection with the Lucky Bag Day, Mrs Eccles is donating a Boy or Girl’s Own Annual to the child collecting the most lucky bags (over 20).  Scraps of silk and muslin are very much needed by the committee to make these bags.

Western Argus Tuesday April 2, 1918

CETRAL SEWING CIRCLE

The members of the St John Ambulance Central Sewing Circle have made a good start in their second year’s work of trench comforts sewing at the St John Ambulance room, Egan-street, Kalgoorlie.  All garments made are donated to the General Trench Comforts Fund and the Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Fund, and the money for garments is provided by the St John Ambulance War fund, augmented by subscriptions and donations by the circle.  The rooms are open every Wednesday and Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; also Monday evenings at 8 o’clock.  Last year the garments made were chiefly shirts, socks machine made waistcoats and mufflers, mittens and handkerchiefs, but flannel underpants and flannel waistcoats are to be added to the list this year.  The sewing is either done at the rooms, where there are four machines, or at home, the work being delivered by motor car, which is kindly lent by the Taxi Drivers’ Association each Friday.  Any lady willing to give assistance at the rooms, or to sew at home, is asked to call during the hours mentioned at the rooms, or communicate with Mr Butement, 26 Varden-street, or any member of the circle.  Garments will not be delivered on Good Friday, but a larger parcel will be sent out today.  The first meeting of this year is advertised for Monday at St John Ambulance room.

KALGOORLIE RACING CLUB

The annual meeting of the Kalgoorlie Racing Club was held at the Palace Hotel last night, Mr J.W. Fimister presiding.  The Chairman stated that members would be interested to know how that accrued funds and profits of the club had been distributed since the outbreak of the war in 1914.  Tunnellers’ Comforts, etc £75 /10.                                                                                                          Article Abridged
ITEMS OF NEWS

Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers’ and Engineers’ Committee—A meeting of the committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on March 21, the mayoress presiding.  Members reported that the following donations had been received for “Lucky Bag Day”: Freedman and Co., salad bowl; Mr P. Methune, deck chair; Mr Ginbey, children’s table and chairs; Mr Pike, ½ ton of wood; Union Brewery, 2 doz. Ale; Mr B. Leslie £1; Mrs Leslue, 10/; Mr Saunders, one silk handkerchief; Mrs Fimister, bed spread; Mr Morris pair fowls; Mr Harris, stamp collection; Mr Bennett, painted table centre; Mr Baugh, 5/.  Pieces of muslin or silk are still wanted by the committee for making lucky bags.  The sort of bags wanted may be seen at Richard and Co’s shop Hannan-street.

Western Argus Tuesday April 16, 1918

TUNNELLERS COMMITTEE

At a meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench Comforts Committee held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on April 4, a letter of appreciation was received from General Birdwood, and a list of names of soldiers who had received the first parcels despatched by the committee was read.  The balance sheet of the Popular Business House competition disclosed that the efforts resulted in £382 being added to the funds, and it was decided to cable at once to the Commissioner the sum of £380 for the West Australian coffee stalls.  It was also decided to sell “lucky bags” at an early date: bags were received from Mesdames Light, Griffiths and McClelland, while comforts came from Mesdames Nelson, Learmouth and Davidson.  The last-named also donated a painted table cover, which will be raffled to augment the committee’s funds.

The committee propose to raffle General Birdwood’s autograph signature to the letter received from him, to add to the Trench Comforts Fund.

LETTER FROM GENERAL BIRDWOOD

THE BIRDWOOD FETE

General Birdwood, commander of the Australian Corps in France, has written an interesting letter to Mrs R.M. Jordan, secretary of the Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Committee, acknowledging a communication with him, giving particulars of the General Birdwood Fete, held in Kalgoorlie last August, when the profit amounted to £542.  Mrs Jordan enclosed a sample of the Birdwood buttons, sold on that occasion, and the prize Limericks in the Birdwood Limerick competition.

General Birdwood’s letter reads—“Australian Corps, B.E.F. France, January 29, 1918—Dear Mrs Jordan, I have just received your letter of the 27th October, and am indeed pleased to know of the splendid results of your fete.  I feel sure that if you could fully realise how much the Christmas comforts were appreciated by our men, you and the other members of your committee would derive even greater satisfaction from all that you have been able to do.  I need hardly say that I deem it a great honour that my name should have been associated with a movement which had for its object the well being of our Australian soldiers, for whom I feel that no one can do too much in return for the willing sacrifice they have made in coming these many thousands of miles from their homes, and for the splendid service they have rendered in this struggle for the maintenance of justice and liberty, and I know well that they will continue to uphold their fine reputation until we have established our freedom from the German menace, which has inflicted so much sorrow throughout the world.

“Thank you, too, for sending me the buttons and prize limericks.  I should be indeed be pleased to feel that I enjoy the confidence of the parents of the boys, and naturally appreciate very highly the kind sentiments and good wishes which they express on my behalf.  It would indeed be strange if I were not completely devoted to all our boys after our fourth year of continuous service and comradeship together, but I cannot help feeling that there is only too little I am able to do in return for their willing acceptance of the hardships and dangers of daily life in this war.

“I hope you know how really grateful we are for the wonderfully good work done by the women of Australia, especially the provision of woollen clothing, etc.  In the cold and wet of winter, we endeavour to provide for at least two changes daily, so you will realise that a good supply is essential.  Our trench stalls, at which hot coffee and cocoa are supplied to men coming in and going out of the trenches, are, of course, greatly appreciated.  In this respect, the Australian comforts fund do splendid work and are ably supported by the Y.M.C.A., while of course, this is only a small part of the work these institutions do for us.  I should be grateful if you would kindly convey my sincere thanks to your committee and with my kind regard, Yours sincerely, (signed) W. R. Birdwood.”

A LADY’S LETTER

A novel children’s afternoon in aid of smokes for the Tunnellers’ Corps was given by little Bobby and Peggy Matheson, of 46 Addis-street, on Wednesday, the 3rd inst.  About fifty children in fancy dress attended the party, and their various costumes presented a most interesting and pretty sight.  The little ones, who had a royal time, were entertained at tables, spread and artistically decorated with flowers and flags on the specious verandah.  After tea a musical evening was held, and the merry children, who proved good entertainers, made it a great success.  Many pounds worth of smokes were contributed.

Western Argus Tuesday April 23, 1918

A LADY’S LETTER

The prizes for the Lucky Bag Art Union in aid of the Trench Comforts Fund are on show in the window of Bricknell’s old shop in Hannan-street.  Each bag, when on sale, will contain one ticket, which has a chance of winning one of the thirty prizes, on Lucky Bag Day.  Would those ladies and young girls who have made lucky bags, or are making some, leave those they have finished with Hocking and Co., Hannan-street, or Mrs Milton Harvey, 55 Hanbury-street, Kalgoorlie, so that an idea can be formed as to how many more will have to be made.

TUNNELLERS COMFORTS

KALGOORLIE RED CROSS SOCIETY

The hon. Treasurer of the Kalgoorlie Red Cross Society, Mr E.R. Fleming reports that in addition to amounts previously acknowledged the following have been received.  The list was too long to reproduce Tunnellers Fund mentioned.

Western Argus Tuesday April 30, 1918

TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on April 18, the mayoress presiding.  A donation of £4 4/ was received from the Sons of Gwalia mine.  The raffle of Mr Reeg’s lucky bags closes on May 31.  The meeting decided to postpone Lucky Bag Day till the first week in June, owing to the special Red Cross appeal.  The competition for the supply of the greatest number of lucky bags closes on May 31.  The committee will be pleased to receive tobacco, cigarettes, small writing pads and soap, to pack 600 Christmas boxes.  They also desire to get in touch with ladies who will hold gift nights for the purpose of collecting Christmas gifts.  Socks were brought in by Mesdames Young, Nelson and Anthony.

Western Argus May 7, 1918

NO. 6 TUNNELLERS

The euchre party, social and dance held at the Caledonian Hall on Wednesday, April 24, under the auspices of the Goldfields Women’s Club, and organised by Mrs McInerney, was a pronounced success.  The scarcity of the men folk was noticeable, as the ladies were greatly in demand for each other.  These socials are held by the club weekly at the Drill Hall, Boulder, in aid of No. 6 Tunnellers, and are well patronised by the public.  The gentlemen’s first prize, won by Master O’Brien, was given by P. Irwin.  Mr Costa secured the second, which was donated by the Union Brewery, and the third, won by Mr Treloar, was provided by Mr Smith.  The ladies’ first prize of £1 1/, won by Mrs Tierney, was donated by J.W. Sheehan, the second of 10/6, won by Mrs Hill, coming from Mr Richards, and the third a jewel case, won by Mrs Dolan, was donated by Brennan Bros.  The ‘booby’ prizes fell to Mrs Quilty and Mrs Picken.

The vocal part of the programme was contributed to by Mr Sergeant and family, Professor Wessel, Miss Nellie Jenkinson, Miss Holt and Mrs Woods.  The M.C. was Mr J. Dillon, who was assisted by Mr Stone, while Mrs Troupe rendered the pianoforte music. 

Western Argus Tuesday May 14, 1918

TRENCH COMFORTS

The sum of £20 10/4 has been received from the pay officer on the trans-Australian line.  It was collected from workmen on the western section of the Kalgoorlie-Port Augusta railway for the Trench comforts fund, 50 per cent to go to the Tunnellers, and 50 per cent to the 11th Battalion.  List of gangs and contributions followed but not reprinted here.

Recently a euchre party and dance was organised by the ladies of Brown Hill in aid of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Fund.  The function was entirely successful, and the prize winners were : Ladies, Mrs Sonsee (prize donated by Mr Hedges); gentlemen, Mr F.T. Siston (prize the gift of Mr Dillon); boobies (donated by Mrs Wharton), Mrs Wilson and Mr Pass.

LUCKY BAG DAY

Further donations of bags for Lucky Bag Day on June 8, under the auspices of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Committee have been received by Mrs Milton Harvey from Mrs McInerney, Misses Carter, Wimbridge, Dwyer, Kinnane and Patty Baker.  The competition for the prize given by Mrs C.E. Eccles for the greatest number of bags over twenty sent in will close on May 31.  Great success is expected on June 8.  Every bag sold will contain a ticket in the monster art union, and every ticket will have a chance of drawing one of 30 prizes.

Western Argus Tuesday May 28, 1918

A LADY’S LETTER

The sale of Lucky Bags in aid of the Trench Comforts Fund will commence on Saturday in Hannan-street.  The depot will be at Bricknell’s old shop, and prices range from one shilling to half a guinea, each bag containing an art union ticket.  A large assortment of colours, styles and sizes in bags is promised.

TRENCH COMFORTS

Mrs R.M. Jordan, secretary of the Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Committee, reports having received the following donations for the Christmas boxes:  St John Ambulance sewing Circle, 95 pairs of socks; Coo-ee Knitting Circle, per Mrs Edwards, 36 pairs of socks and 3 caps.  Mr Angel (ticket No. 10), on the trans-Australian line, is the winner of socks given by Miss Hastings.  

BROWN HILL

The ladies of Brown Hill held a euchre party and dance recently in aid of the No. 1 Tunnellers.  The prizes donated by Mrs Taylor and Mrs Sheed were won by Mrs Mathews and Mr Frank Bennetts.  The ‘boobies’ prizes, given by Mrs Parker, were secured by Mrs McPherson and Mr Londen.  A donation of 10/ was received from Mr Mercer, of Brown Hill.  The proceeds will go to the Trench Comforts Fund.

Western Argus Tuesday June 4, 1918

TRENCH COMFORTS FUNDS

The sum of £8 12/7 has been donated by the workmen on the western section, trans-Australian railway, for the Trench comforts Fund (50 per cent for the Tunnellers and 50 per cent for the 11th Battalion Fund).

List of gangs and amounts not reprinted here.

Western Argus Tuesday June 11, 1918

ITEMS OF NEWS

No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee—The annual general meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers, and Engineers’ Trench Comforts committee was held in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on June 3, the president, Mr H.W. Davidson, presiding.  The annual report of the first year’s work stated that membership fees, Donations and the result of special efforts made.  A grand total of £1184 11/8, while goods to the value of £400 had been sent to the trenches.  The officers of the committee were re-elected, and are as follows:  Patroness, Mrs Leslie; president, Mr Davidson; vice-president, Mrs Davidson; treasurer, Mrs Fimister; and secretary Mrs Jordan.  Fracteur cloth for crib bags was received from Mr R. Hamilton, one box of chocolates for lucky bag day from Mr Shreeves, and cane rings for bags from Mr T.L. Lee Bogdre.  Lucky Bag Day will be held on June 8.

A LADY’S LETTER

On Tuesday the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ committee sent to Perth 600 Christmas boxes for the boys at the front.  Perth has also to supply 600 boxes, and the Collie committee has to send 300, making a total of 1500 boxes for these battalions.  Each box is valued at from 6/ to 10/, so that Kalgoorlie’s 600 boxes represent £240.  As the committee had to get the boxes ready one month earlier than last year, they had to get the boxes filled immediately, and now they have to go to work and raise the money to defray the cost.  The proceeds of “Lucky Bag Day” will go to defray the cost, so everybody in Kalgoorlie is asked to do their bit by calling at Bricknell’s shop in Hannan-street, and buying a 1/ Lucky Bag.

The Lucky Bag Carnival is to be held at Bricknell’s store, Hannan-street, Kalgoorlie, on Saturday, June 8.  The refreshment room will be in charge of Mesdames McLelland and Kirkwood; flower stall, Mrs C. Eccles; produce, Mesdames Fimister and Leslie; fancy stall and lucky bags, Mrs Milton Harvey.  As the whole of the proceeds will be devoted to the No. 1 Tunnellers, Engineers and Pioneers’ Trench Comforts Fund, a record day is anticipated.  In addition to the lucky bags on view, there are a large number of fancy and useful black bags to be disposed of.  Every bag sold contains a ticket which has thirty chances in the monster art union to be drawn at an early date.  Fancy goods, underclothing, aprons, etc., are all to be sold on Saturday.

Western Argus Tuesday June 18, 1918

PATRIOTIC WORK

KALGOORLIE NO. 1 TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

The above committee has received donations from the following in connection with the special appeal on June 8:—Mesdames Cooper, Willis, Lawson, McCrey, Turner, Palmer, Wilson, Horan, Burden, Taylor, Williams, Sales, Harry Wylie, Sims, Pell, Braddock, McMillen, McFerney, J. Hehir, Shaw, Fox, Bennett, McClelland, Davidson, Ehlers, Leslie, Mayne, Griffiths, Bird, Beard, Read, Pollard, Faull, Thomas, Robertson, Nelson, Burton, Tonkin, Craig, Rutledge, Cook, Light, Peterson, Maskiell, Ward, Thomas, Nelson, Miles, Baker, Eccles, Goodie, Howard, Quinn, Morris and Messrs. Somer and Charlwood.  The committee also wishes to thank all who sent flowers to the flower stall. 

TRENCH COMFORTS

The usual euchre party and dance in aid of the No. 1 Tunnellers proved highly successful at the Boulder Drill Hall on Tuesday, June 4.  The gentlemen’s prize was won by Mr Gough; the ladies’ prize, presented by Mr Sharkey, fell to Mrs Herrington.  The “booby” prizes went to Mr Brown and Miss Brown.  The success of these functions may be gauged from the fact that the Women’s Club has already raised £50 as a result of them, and is now well on its way towards securing a further £100, all of which will be devoted to trench comforts for the Tunnellers.

ITEMS OF NEWS

No. 6 Tunnellers—The usual weekly social and dance at the Boulder Drill Hall, in aid of the fund for providing trench comforts for the 6th Tunnellers Battalion, proved a great success.  The prizes were won by Mrs Moulton, and Mr Woods, and the consolation trophies were awarded to Mrs Trestrail and Mr Burnett.

 A LADY’S LETTER

The sale of Lucky Bags is to be continued until the end of June.  Anyone desirous of purchasing them, and thereby giving a little help to so many of our goldfields miners who have enlisted with the Tunnelling Corps, will find a lady in attendance in Bricknell’s store every day to sell bags or other goods that are on show.  The result of the competition for the greatest number of bags suppled was as follows:—Mollie McLelland, 311; Baby Walker, 154; Pattie Baker, 80; Max Hogarth, 60.  The prize which was donated by Mrs Charles Eccles, was won by Mollie McLelland.

Western Argus Tuesday July 2, 1918

KALGOORLIE NO. 1 TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

A meeting of the above committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on June 13.  It was decided to combine with the Caledonian Society in holding a euchre party and dance, next month.  The sum of £2 2/ was received from the Sons of Gwalia mine.  A box of chocolates was raffled, the winning number being 223.  A 10/ note was donated by Mr Brown, Robert-street, and won by D. Cooper.  The winner of the prize for collecting the most lucky bags was Miss Mollie McClelland.  The Brown Hill committee, as a result of their special effort for Christmas boxes, after packing 50 boxes, paid in £9 8/2, per Mrs Kirkwood.  Mr Martin Hannan-street, has donated several articles for the committee to dispose of.  The committee wish to thank all persons who assisted in making the special effort on Saturday, June 8, such a success; also Mr Johnson, carrier, for carting the Christmas boxes to the station free of charge.

The result of the lollie guessing competition at Bricknell’s shop, on Saturday, was won by Mavis Walsh, who guessed 160, the number in the bottle being 165.  The pipe raffled by Mr Philpott and Mr Fimister, was won by Mr Opie, with No. 118.  The prize for the guessing competition this week is a dressed doll.

A wild turkey weighing about 25 lbs was shot by Mr Killick, and presented by Mr Davidson to the Tunnellers’ committee.  The bird was raffled, and realised £6 9/6.  The winning number was 258.

TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS COMMITTEE

This article consisted of a list of Receipts and Payments from the inception of the committee to April 30, 1918.  Not reproduced here.

Western Argus Tuesday July 9, 1918

ITEMS OF NEWS

Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee—A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on June 28.  It was decided to cable London £140 as early as possible.  The secretary reported having received from the Sons of Gwalia £2 2/; from Mrs Lewis, result of party, 17/6; from Union Brewery, one barrel for use in drawing raffles.  Donations were received last Saturday from the following ladies:—Mesdames Mallet, Randell, Noble, Faithfull, Sims, Morris, Craig, Maskell, McClelland, Launder, Miller, Burton, Carter, Warman, Pearce, Kirkwood, Shepherd, Down, Allwood, Wallar, Shaw, Lillie, Goodacre and Sales.  The raffles resulted as follows; Box of sweets, No. 29, Miss Hallahan; painted cloth, No. 15 J. Rooster, No. 24, —; Wood, Egan No. 56, R. Rose, Box 71; Red Island street; photo frame, No. 57, Exchange Hotel; pig, No. 131 — ; York-street, Boulder; bantam, No. 168, Mr Gough; pigeons, No 162, Mr Leen.  The name of the doll (Barbara) was guessed by two girls Eunice Maskell and Mira Fimister.  As these little girls did not want the doll they are donating it to the Children’s Ward at the hospital. 

A LADY’S LETTER

On July 10, at the Kalgoorlie Caledonian Hall, a grand euchre party and dance will be given under the auspices of the Caledonian Society and the No. 1 Tunnellers’ committee, which promises to be a huge success.  Good prizes are offered, and refreshments will be provided.

Western Argus Tuesday July 16, 1918

A LADY’S LETTER

The ladies of Brown Hill held a successful euchre party and dance in aid of No. 1 Tunnellers.  The prizes donated by Mrs Mathews, Mr Sheed, and Mr Pearce were won by Mrs Trenbath, Mr Taylor and Mr Sonsee.  The boobies, donated by Miss Pow and Mrs McPherson, were secured by Mrs Hood and Mr Jenkens.  The proceeds are to buy comforts for the boys in the trenches.

Western Argus Tuesday July 23, 1918

SIXTH TUNNELLERS

The women’s club held a successful dance and euchre party at the Drill Hall in aid of the No. 6 Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Fund.  The prizes were won by Mrs G. Wright and Mrs McNamara, the former handing back her trophy to be again competed for.  Letters of appreciation for the work of the club have been received from men in Oxford Hospital, England.

NO. 1 TUNNELLERS

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on July 12.  It was resolved to hold a social and dance about the first week in August to draw the lucky bag art union prizes.  The winner of the pen painted table centre by guessing the number of beans in a bottle was Mrs Allen, who tied with Mr H. Truscott.  Both guessed 550, but in the draw off Mrs Allen was successful.  The bottle contained 544 beans.  The following prizes have not been claimed from the secretary:  Bottle of lollies, Mavis Walsh; box of sweets, Mrs Hallahan; £1 note, R. Rose; photoframe, No. 57.

Western Argus Tuesday July 30, 1918

CHILDREN’S BALL

BROWN HILL INSTITUTE

A most successful children’s plain and fancy dress ball was held in the Brown Hill Institute last Friday night in aid of the Tunnellers’ Comforts Fund.  Mr C. Morley opened the proceedings with a brief speech, after which the children proceeded with the grand march, led by the Australia set.  After enjoyable dancing the children sat down to a dainty supper.  Amongst those who worked so hard to make the evening a success were Mesdames Lyons, Clarke, Boundy, Graham, Parker, Kernick, Softley, Mathews, Sonsee, Trembath, Morley, Jenkins, Brown, McGrath, and McPherson.  The Mayoress of Kalgoorlie, Mrs B. Leslie, and Mesdames Jordan and McLennan acted as judges of the sets and costumes, and gave their decisions as follows:

Best Dressed Girl (over 8 years) Good as Gold, Janet Trotter.

Best Dressed Boy (over 8)—Page, Stan Trembath.

Best Dressed Girl (under 8) Queen, Phyllis Mullane.

Best Dressed Boy (under 8) Jockey, Ronald Regan.

Most Original costume (under 8) Baker, Ronnie Mathews.

Best Comic Costume (girl) Sister Susie, Eileen Rega.n

Best Comic Costume (boy) Page, Frank Green.

Best Fancy Costume (girl) France, Annie Graham

Best Fancy Costume (boy) Chinaman, Aubrey Jenkins.

Special Prizes—Huntsman, John McLarty; 28th Battalion, Grace Armanasco; Golliwogs, Lance Pillage and Elsie Taylor.

Best Set—Mrs McPherson’s Tunnellers: Misses F. McPherson, E. Lyons, E. Vines, D. Softley, and Graham; Masters W. Aitken, J. McPherson and Morley.

Other sets were:

Miss B.B. O’Connor’s Merry Magpie Set—Alison Bowen, Elsie Anderson, Susie Aitken, Mary Cox, Maisie Anderson, Irene MClennan, Hettie Thompson and Netta Lay.

Miss O’Connor’s Mixed Set—Nellie Flannigan, Housemaid; Dorothy Bainbridge, evening dress; Janet Trotter, Good as Gold; Ronnie Hosking, Marguerite; Paddy Flynn, Cadet, Arthur Morrow, Cadet; Henry Casley, Cadet, Frank Cressy, Cadet.

Mrs Sonsee’s Black and White Dandies—Evie Sonsee, Amy Baston, Ada Bennets, Elva Boundy, George Cooper, Arthur Sonsee, Will Clarke, and Josey Cressy.

Miss O’Connor’s Party Set—Violet Easton, fairy, Jessie Zeeb, folly, Dorrie Thomson, fairy; Phylis Mullane, Queen Elizabeth; Bobbie Bretherton, Kings Courtier; Agnes Miller, party frock.

Mrs Mathew’s Pyjama Set—Elsie Morley, Agnes McGrath, Lily Sonsee, Dolly Pierce, Herb. Blacker, Bert Mathews, Ronald Graham, and Neil Morley.

Mrs Parker’s Mixed Set—R. Parker, Pierrot; E. Parker, Belgium; A. Jenkins, Japanese, Myra Hall, Australia; L. Casley, evening dress; Edna Hall, Fairy; Eileen Clarke, party frock; Elsie Boundy, folly.

Miss O’Connor’s Tiny Tot Set—Sophie Norton, forget-me-not; Myrtle Kernick, boy blue; Thelma Vines, party frock; Mona Vines, party frock; Kenny Zeeb, page boy; Edna Vines, party frock; Millie Francis, party frock; Edie Francis, party frock.

Australian Soldiers—Alice Bennets, Vera Lyons.  Florrie Mundy, Bella Taylor, Henry Easton, Jack Pierce, Cyril Schleicher and Frank Bennett.

Misses Clancy and Naylor’s Holly Set—Nancy Clancy, Ethel Naylor, Lily Chynoweth, Rita Geddes, Albert Rickard, Willie Mather, Ken Chynoweth and Ted Streams.

Mrs J. Jenkins’ Mixed Set—Florence Brown, French Maid; Freda Graham, Starlight; Louie Bailey, evening frock; Myrtle Clark, Black and white Dandy; Edie Morley, Italian Peasant; Nellie McClelland, party frock; Aileen Regan, Welsh Maid; Mabel Shrieve, evening dress.

Miss O’Connor’s Mixed Set—Lilly Cressey, Eileen Vines, Maggie Aitken and Freda Millane, all evening dress; Jack Cressy, gentleman; Ernie Vines, Pierrot; Stan Trembath, Little Boy Blue; Jack Millane, gentleman.

Mrs Softley’s Mixed Set—Florrie Baston, England; Laura Cowle, Pierrot; Doreen Cowle, Pierrot; Nellie Millar, Fairy; Penzie Pedler, West Australia; Jack and Herb Softley, Australia and Leslie Pillage.

Amongst the many individual costumes were—Irla Williams, Spanish Dancer; Dorrie Thompson and Mary Cunningham, Two little Boys in Blue; Bella Bailey, party frock; Elsie Bailey, party frock; Kathleen Stacey, Buttercup; Archie Pillage, War Time Prohibition; Jack Pillage, Chinaman; Vera and May Hall, Chinese Ladies; Annie Graham, France; Olive Sweet, A.I.F.; Oville Graham, Red Dandy; Laura Graham, evening dress.

A LADY’S LETTER

During her visit to Kalgoorlie Lady Ellison Macartney expressed a wish to meet the ladies interested in war work on the goldfields, so a meeting was arranged and took place at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Thursday afternoon, at which Her Excellency gave a most pleasing and instructive address, and impressed upon her hearers that whatever society they worked for it was all for the one great cause, the benefit of our brave lads who are fighting for us thousands of miles away.  The Kalgoorlie Red Cross Society, the Boulder Red Cross Society, the St John ambulance Society, the Australian Trench Comforts, the Tunnellers and Pioneers, the Coo-ee Knitting circle, and the Spinning Association were all represented.











                          Article abridged.

At the invitation of Mr and Mrs J. Braddock, of Wilson-street Kalgoorlie, a large number of young folks attended their home on Tuesday night to celebrate the anniversary of their son Arthur’s birthday.  The evening took the form of a gift night for the boys in the trenches, and as a result a large parcel of tobacco, cigarettes etc will be forwarded to the secretary of the Tunnellers’ Committee.  [A list of all guests followed.] Musical items, games and an exhibition of card tricks by Mr F. Sanders helped to make the evening a most enjoyable one, and all participated in a dainty supper.

Western Argus Tuesday August 13, 1918

KALGOORLIE NO 1 TUNNELLERS COMMITTEE

A meeting of the above committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on July 25.  A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Brown Hill committee for their successful effort in connection with the children’s ball.  Receipts amounted to £18 4/8, and expenses totalled £2 2/8, leaving a profit of £13 19/4.

A cablegram was received form Mr McCallum, W.A. Commissioner, stating he had received the sum of £140 sent by this committee.

A parcel of cigarettes was received from Mesdames Ross, Thomas, Marrow, Sharp; from Mrs Cook, 1 scarf and 1 cap; from Mrs Burton 2 pair socks; from Mrs J. Braddock, result of party, one large parcel of cigarettes and tobacco.

Donations were received by the Brown Hill committee in connection with the ball from Messrs Horan, Alford, Stone, Hedges, Cressy and Shrieves.  Great credit is due to Mr Pillage for assistance given on the night of the ball and for collecting the prizes.  Music was supplied free for the ball and dance by Mrs McGrath, Mr Jenkin, Mrs Cooper and Miss Lyons.  The children were successfully trained by Mr R. McGrath.

KALGOORLIE NO. 1 TUNNELLERS

The secretary of the Tunnellers’ committee as received large parcels of goods contributed by guests at parties arranged by Mrs J. Braddock, Mrs Armstrong and Mrs Quilty.

Western Argus Tuesday August 27, 1918

A LADY’S LETTER

The secretary of the Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Committee has received a donation of £10 16/, the proceeds from a raffle of a cushion and handkerchief, donated and raffled by Miss Jean Kirk, of Ora Banda.  The winner of the cushion was Mr Gus Fletcher, with No. 74, and the handkerchief was won by Mr Sam Meneles, No. 115.  The cushion has been handed back, to be raffled again at a later date.  Much credit is due to Miss Kirk for her splendid donation to the Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts Fund.

Western Argus Tuesday September 3, 1918

KALGOORLIE NO 1 TUNNELLERS’ COMMITTEE

The secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee has received a donation of £4 4/ from the Sons of Gwalia Ltd, per J. Adam, manager; also one parcel of cigarettes and socks from Mrs Ferrel, 18 Clancy-street, Boulder. By the last English mail several letters have been received from the boys of the 32nd Battalion, acknowledging receipt of last year’s Christmas boxes, showing that though late the boxes arrived safely.

A LADY’S LETTER

A novelty freak dance will be held by the Tunnellers’ Trench comfort Committee at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on October 2.  Among the prizes to be given are those for the most comical set and most original set.

Western Argus Tuesday September 17, 1918

NO 1 TUNNELLERS, PIONEERS AND ENGINEERS’ COMMITTEE

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on September 5.  It was decided to hold a freak dance on October 8.  Mrs Kirkwood has received the following donations for the dance:  Tickets, Mr W. Edwards; Mr Leslie £1 1/; Mr Nolan, £1 1/; Mr Bromley, one gold brooch; Mr Trouchet, one box of perfumes; Miss Spanney, one painted table cover.  The St John Ambulance Society has forwarded 40 pairs of socks, the Brown Hill committee £4 4/, the proceeds of a dance, and 7 pairs of socks and 1 knee cap; Mrs Terrell, 1 parcel of cigarettes.

CHILDREN’S BALL

A children’s plain and fancy dress ball was recently held at Brown Hill in aid of the Tunnellers’ Fund and proved an undoubted success.  Excellent music was played by Mr McGrath and Mr J. Dawson, while Mr McGrath carried out the duties of M.C.  Amongst the women helpers were Mesdames Parker, Loyn, Brown, McPherson, Kernick, Trenbath, Jenkins, Mathews, Molley, Graham, Sonsee, and McGrath.  Prizes were donated by Mesdames Beston and Bowen, Messrs Rowe, Clarke, Palmer, and Blake, and Barclay and Sharland, while money was given as follows: Mr Cavalier, Mrs Cressy, Mr Lawn, 10/6 each; Mrs Turner, Mrs Fitzgerald, Mrs Sawell, Mr Loyn, 10/ each; Mr Aitken, 7.6; Mr Coulter, case of fruit.

The prize for the best set was won by Mrs Jenkins’ Flower set, consisting of Misses Clarke, Wharton (roses), Bralzell (bluebell), M. Johnstone (sunflower), Bailey (cosmos), E. Molley and F. Graham (poppies).

Best dressed girl—Britannia, Miss A. Bennits.

Individual prizes were won by T. Pillage (gardener), Mr L.L. Pillage (Stephens’ ink), J. Pillage (King of Hearts), E. Taylor (Queen of Hearts), J. Wilson (Good as Gold), Mr McGrath (baker), J. Zeeb (aboriginal), I. Archer and Mona Cressey (fairies), A. Grieve.

Amongst the sets were the following:

 Mrs Softley’s Mixed Set: F. Baston, England; L. Cowl, pierrot; D. Cowl, pierrot; N. Miller, evening dress; P. Pedler, evening dress; J. Softley and H. Softley, Australian soldiers; L. Pillage, Stephens’ ink.

Mrs Brown’s set: T. Pillage, gardener; J. Pillage, King of Hearts; L. Pillage, carnation; L. Davey evening dress; F. Brown, French maid; T. Anderson, evening dress; E. Regan, Ruination; A. Pillage, bather.

Mrs Sonsee’s Pierrot set; A. Baston, E. Sonsee, A. Bennits, A. Sonsee, E. Boundy, G. Cooper, J. Cressey, W. Clark.

Mrs McPherson’s Tunnellers Set: D. Graham, F. McPherson, E. Loyn, E. Vines, W. Baston, J. McPherson, F. Morley and D. Softley.

Mrs Mathew’s Pyjama Set: C. Mathews, B. Matthews, N. Morley, R. Graham, D. Pierce, L. Sonsee, E. Morley and A. McGrath.

Mrs Kernick’s Tiny Tots: M. Trenbath, nurse; M. Vines, evening dress; J. Zeeb, aboriginal; N. Francis and E. Francis, Two little girls in Blue; N. Zeeb, page; S. Norton, Forget-me-Not; M. Kernick, night;

Mrs Trenbath’s Mixed Set: E. Vines Geisha Girl; L. Cressey evening dress; A. Wharton, evening dress; E. Vines, Chinaman; J. Cressey, evening dress; J. Mullane, evening dress; S. Trenbath, page; J. Archer, W.A.

Amongst the individual costumes were: R. Parker, Tunneller; E. Parker, Belgian; E. Hall, Fairy; E. Clark, Poppy; A. Brown, Black and White; C. McPherson, Flower Girl; L. Graham, Flower Girl; A. Graham, Red Dandy; R. Wilson, Chinaman.

Western Argus Tuesday October 8, 1918

FREAK DANCE

The Commercial Travellers’ Association have accepted the challenge by the Tunnellers’ Committee that a member impersonating a lady will not be able to gain admission to the floor at the freak dance at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall to-morrow evening by 9.30.

Western Argus Tuesday October 22, 1918

NO. 1 TUNNELLERS

The No. 1 Tunnellers’ Trench comfort Committee will hold a competition on October 30 in art painting, pen painting, charcoal drawing, pen and ink sketches, stencilling and pastel and pencil drawings, in the Kalgoorlie Town Hall in the afternoon and evening.

NO. 1 TUNNELLERS, PIONEERS AND EIGINEERS

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on October 3.  A donation of £2 2/ was received from the Sons of Gwalia mine; 10/ for the Freak Dance from Mr Rodge and Mr McKenzie.  The three pen-painted mats presented to the committee by Mrs Olifent, Melbourne, were won by No. 177, held by Mrs Newman, Varden-street.  The rooster was won by Mr Shaw (No. 65).  Miss Iyla Pearce presented for the benefit of the fund an oil painting of the late Lord Kitchener, and Mr McInnes gave a shaving stand.  A hearty vote of thanks was passed to all who helped at the Freak dance, and to Mr Johnson for the free carting.

Western Argus Tuesday October 29, 1918

A LADY’S LETTER

The Tunnellers’ Trench Comforts committee will on Thursday afternoon and evening next, at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall, hold an exhibition of oil paintings, pen paintings, charcoal drawings, pen and ink sketches, stencilling, pastel and pencil drawings for children and adults.  All competitors should notify the secretary at the Tunnellers’ Depot, opposite the Carbarn, as early as possible.  The All Blacks will give a concert in the Brown Hill Institute on Monday night in aid of the No. 1 Tunnellers.

Western Argus Tuesday November 12, 1918

KALGOORLIE NO. 1 TUNNELLERS

A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on Oct 30. A donation of £2 2/ was received from the Sons of Gwalia, Ltd.  The raffle for a shaving stand, donated by Mrs Kirkwood, was won by No. 156, Mr L.C. Noland.  A donation of £1 was received from Mr Noland, and 40 pairs of socks from St John’s Sewing circle.  The raffle of a cushion, given by Mrs Harvey, was won by No. 105.  A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr Hicks for assistance and loan of bunting at the painting competition.

TRENCH COMFORTS

Mrs R.M. Jordan, hon. Secretary of the Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers’ committee, has received acknowledgements of gifts sent to the front.

Major Morse, of the Australian Electric and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company, A.I.F., writes—“We are in receipt of five cases of sweets forwarded by Mr McCullum, they being comforts purchased with the money sent by your committee for W.A. Tunnellers.  On behalf of the company I desire to convey our appreciation for this very acceptable gift.  We wish you to thank all your workers for their very successful efforts to make our work here more congenial.”

Sapper L.G. Hancock, No. 3 Tunnelling Coy, A.I.F., France writes—“I have been asked to write and thank you for comforts which we have received from your committee.  In doing so I can assure you that the men of this company greatly appreciate the kindness which the people of the goldfields have shown them ever since we have been at the front.  We have just received a case of different sorts of lollies, and a large tin of butterscotch from the fields, and tinned fruit and sauce from New South Wales.  We had a real Australian dinner to-day—Australian rabbit and fruit—and I can tell you we all enjoyed it very much.  There were several names on the packets of butter-scotch.  I received a packet from my brother’s little son, Allan Hancock, 198 Piesse-street, Boulder.”

Western Argus Tuesday December 3, 1918

ITEMS OF NEWS

Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Committee—A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on November 28.  It was decided to cable at once £300 for Christmas comforts for the above mentioned corps.  From the Brown Hill Tunnellers’ Committee the sum of £8 5/ was received, being the result of a concert and raffle.  A hearty vote of thanks was passed to the Brown Hill committee for the splendid way they have worked.  The committee also sent in six pairs of socks.  The winners of the Brown Hill raffle were: First prize, No. 164, Mrs Wharton; second, No. 141, Mrs James.  All members are asked to bring in their books for the painting art union before the next meeting on December 12.

Western Argus Tuesday December 17, 1918

ITEMS OF NEWS

Kalgoorlie No. 1 Tunnellers’ Committee—A meeting of the No. 1 Tunnellers’ committee was held at the Kalgoorlie Town Hall on December 12, Mrs Davidson presiding.  The secretary reported that she had cabled £300 to London for Christmas comforts for the Tunnellers, Pioneers and Engineers’ Battalion.  It was decided to go into recess till the New Year, the next meeting to be the first Thursday in March.  The painting art union was drawn, and the winning numbers are advertised.  The cushion raffled by Mrs Harvey was won by No. 101, the bangle by No. 12, and the silver thimble by No. 6.  The committee received from St John’s Girls’ Friendly Society the sun of £2 12/, the result of the raffle of a bed spread.  The president, Mrs Davidson, spoke of the splendid work done by the committee and by the Brown Hill branch during the past year, and said that their efforts must be continued for the next 12 or 18 months till the return of all our boys.

Western Argus Tuesday January 21, 1919

ST JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE

Miss B. Halkyard, hon secretary and treasurer, and Mrs Butement, divisional superintendent of the St John Ambulance Brigade Central Sewing Circle, report for the year ending December, 1918:

The circle was formed in February, 1917, and has been engaged ever since in making garments for sick and wounded and men in the trenches.  

The work has been donated to the General T.C.F., the No. 1 Tunnellers T.C.F., and the Perth Red Cross.

Article abridged
Western Argus Tuesday March 4, 1919

ITEMS OF NEWS

Goldfields Women’s Club: A motion was placed upon the minutes “That the club appreciated Mrs Borman for the splendid help she has been to the club for the four years’ she has occupied the chair, and for her untiring energy on behalf of the club’s effort for the No. 6 Tunnellers.”                Article abridged.

Western Argus Tuesday April 22, 1919

ITEMS OF NEWS

Four very helpful and welcome contribution of tea pots, milk and sugar, cups, plates etc for the Institute has been sent in by Mrs Jordan, hon. Secretary No. 3 Tunnellers, on behalf of that branch of the A.C.F, also a number of unclaimed prizes and other goods, to be disposed of, the proceeds to be expended on comforts for soldiers in transit.                                                                                          Article abridged.

Western Argus April 29, 1919

BOULDER CELEBRATIONS

Anzac Day was fittingly celebrated in Boulder yesterday, when its citizens turned out practically en masse to do honour to the heroic Australians who, on April 25, 1915 covered the name of Australia with glory by their marvellous achievements.

Quite a number of decorated lorries were in the procession, conveying tableaux arranged by the Women’s National Labour Association, the Spinning Association, the Salvation Army, and the Goldfield Women’s Club.  “Joan of Arc” was a tableau which gained well-merited appreciation, other entries of interest being a group of Red Cross nurses and ‘wounded’ soldiers, and decorated vehicle containing workers for the No. 6 Tunnellers. 

Western Argus Tuesday May 6, 1919

R.S.A. APPEAL

BAZAAR AND GARDEN FETE

A bazaar and garden fete in aid of the Returned soldiers’ Association appeal was held in the Soldier’s Institute grounds yesterday afternoon and evening, as the result of which the appeal should benefit to a considerable extent.  The institute and grounds were gaily decorated with bunting, and the gay colours of the allies’ standards and the brilliant garb of the young ladies who sold tickets in various raffles and otherwise exploited the pockets of those present, mingles with the green of the turf, made a most bewitching and harmonious scene.  Attendants in the blue and brown of the immortal 11th Battalion, in the purple and gold of the Light Horse, in the royal colour of the Tunnellers’ and in the kaleidoscopic hues of the allied flags, mingled with the throng.                                                                Article abridged.
Western Argus Tuesday September 23, 1919

A LADY’S LETTER

The marriage of Miss Doris Cook and Mr Frank Edmondson will take place early next month.  Miss Cook, it will be remembered, is the young lady who won the popular lady competition, held in connection with the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comfort Fund about two years ago.

3 ATC after war Diary – November, 1917.

During the month of November 41 cases of comforts arrived from Australia including 4 cases of woollen goods from the W.A. Miners Comfort Funds Committee.

